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ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT
Mantralaya, Mumbai 400 032, dated 31st July 2014

NOTIFICATION

STANDARDS FOR HORNS, SIRENS AND/OR MULTI TONED HORNS FOR THE VEHICLES PLYING IN THE STATE OF
MAHARASHTRA AND THEIR USE.

No. MIS/ 2014/CR 71/TC1.—Whereas, due to high density of people and vehicles and their
movement in urban areas, level of noise gone abnormally high in cities and towns in the state,

And whereas, high level of noise pollution due to honking is also unsafe for ecologically
fragile areas and natural surroundings in the state ;

And whereas, high level of noise pollution due to honking causes acute and chronic health
impacts on the human population exposed in urban areas ; '

And whereas, general resentment in public about increase in levels of Vehicular noise
pollution due to honking which gets reflected in different media reports and court cases ;

And whereas, Hon’ble National Green Tribunal, Western Zone Bench, Pune in its order
given in the application No. 36/2011, M.A. No. 202/2013 directed concerned agencies to notif
standards for sirens and/or Multi-tone horns for the vehicles in the state ; :

And whereas, it is obligatory on the State Government to take all measures for abatement of
Noise including Noise eminating from vehicular movements (Blowing of Horns etc.) as per
Rule 3(3) of the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000 ;

And whereas, in exercise of the powers conferred u/s 17(1) (g) of the Air (Prevention and -
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, the Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB) in consultation
with the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has laid down the standards for siren/or multi
tone horns and horns (sound signals) for necessary compliance by Motor Vehicles plying in the
State of Maharashtra in compliance of the order passed by the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal,
Western Zone Bench (WZ), Pune, dated 9th January 2013 in the Application No. 36/2011 ;

And whereas, the public notice inviting objections and suggestions was published by MPCB
on 31st January 2014 and due deliberation were undertaken with the stake holders :

And whereas, the MPCB recommended these standards to State Government after due
consultation with the stake holders and concern authorities for further necessary action.

Now, Therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred w's 17(1) (g) of the Air (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 the following standards entitled “Standards for Horns, Sirens
and/or Multi toned horns for the vehicles plying in the State of Maharashtra and their use” shall
be implemented in the entire State of Maharashtra with immediate effect from the date of
publication of this notification :— '

(1) The sirens and /or multi tone horns shall be continued to be banned except for Police
Van, Ambulance and Fire Brigades as prescribed under Rule 119(1) and (3) of the Central
Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989.

(2) Use of sirens and multi-toned horns on vehicles should be continued to be prohibited
in the silence zone and during night time in the residential zone as prescribed under the Noise
Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000 except during a public emergency as per Rule
5A (1) of the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000. It is further provided that
in cage, Police Van /Ambulance / Fire Brigade vehicle is not being used during the emergent
public situation, the sirens and /or multi toned horns should not be used.

(3) The noise level of horns including siren/multi toned horns should not exceed 10 dB(A)
louder than the noise levels of the vehicle engine sound for each category of the vehicles as
specified under part-E of Schedule-VI of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986.

(4) The position of horn should be under the bonnet of the vehicle.
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(5) Irrespective of the norms stipulated in' 1, 2 and 3 above, following areas in the State
of Maharashtra are declared as “No Honking Areas/Zones” where in any kind of honking from
the motor vehicle is prohibited at any given time except during extreme emergency situations.

(@) Entire Eco-Sensitive Zone / areas like Matheran, Mahabaleshwar, Panchgani,
Dahanu, etc. declared under Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 by Ministry of Environment
and Forest (MoEF), New Delhi.

(b) Reserved and Protected Forest, National Parks, Sanctuaries, and notified hill stations
in the State.

(¢) World Heritage Sites such as Kass Plateau, Koyana Wildlife Sanctuary, Chandoli
National Park, and Radhanagari Wildlife Sanctuary etc. as declared by UNESCO in the
State.

(d) Residential areas, as identified after due public consultation will be declared as “No
Honking Zones” by concern Local Body. No honking will be allowed in such areas except for
the timings as stipulated by the Local Body.

{(6) Authorities responsible for implementation of these standards and their uge in the state
shall be Transport Department, Home Department, Revenue and Forest Department, Urban
Development Department, District Collector, District Forest Officer, Municipal Commissioner
of Municipal Corporations, Chief Officers of Municipal Councils for their respective jurisdictions
and powers.

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra,

MEDHA GADGIL,
Additional Chief Secretary to Government.





