
Mlnult's ot l nvh mm1tmlal Pllhllc I llHll'IIIH , unru ,1111u l.nvlronmcmtal c lu,,r,mco for M/s , 

Dlehorl Kyanltu Mino, Kl"'"'·' Nu. 1 ~~;, Ul1thol'I (Mot hon), J,1I. I ,1kh,1dur, 01,.t. Uhandnra for 

cxpnnslon In 1uoclucllon of qu.trtrltu mlno1fll lrn111 1JOOO II'/\ to Hll<J t G fl'A (lncludlnf! tho 
existing production of Ky,mllo, Sllllm,mllo, Corumh1111, nnd l'yrophyllllo ,,t 4000 TPA ,md 
Q.uartzltc ,,l 90001 Pl\) havlntt ml11l111t lun-.n an.111 ut l 'l .:U huct.-rw,, conducted on 1J August 

2023 Ol l l.00 ,\,Ill l\t projoct i.llu. 

-----------------········-········································································································-··· 
Under th0 prnvlslol\~ ol tlw I11vl1 n111IH1t1\ lllllMtl /\s•,u:,•,1111 1II\ Notlllt,1tlo11 of Mot I CC, C,01 vldt• cJatccJ 

141h Scpl0ml>l'r >OOG ,111d .1111e11ded vlde d.1wd O t *l Dl1w111IH'1 JOO'J ,111 I 11vlronnw11l,1I Publlc Ilea ring 

was condUCll'd on /\llHllSl I I, }0)3, ,ll .I I :OO /\M nl Dlnl10rl Ky.i11lll1 MhH', Kh,1sr,1 No 1 ~s, Dlghorl 

(Molhcc), 1,11. L,1klh1<.iu1~ Dist. Bli,111d,1r,1 for cxp,111slo11 In produ c.l1011 of Qu.irllllo miner.ii from 9000 

TPA to 8491 Cl 1 Pl\ u11clc1 the cl1,1lrin,mshlp of ll0111bll1 VofJc-,11 Kumblwjk,1r (1/\S), District Collector, 

Bhanda1 a. Mrs. Hem,, Ocshµnndc, Heglon,1I Olflc01~ N.,gpur, represented tl1l' M,1h.1rnshtra Pollution 

Conti 01130.:ird (MPCl3) ,md Wils ,1 mcmlJ0r of th0 l oc.il Publlc I le,irl11{{ Commlllce , Mr. Klshor Pusadkar, 

Sub· Rcslonal Ofhc0r, llh,rnd.11 ,,, coordl11,1ted llw proceedl11gs. Sub Dlvlslon,1I officer, Sakoll and Mr. 

Thavarc, District Mlnlns Officer, were also present. I he list of ,1llendecs' names Is allachad, along with 

the minutes of the heurlns (Attochmont-1). 

Background: 

The existing mining arcn for M/s. Dlghorl Ky.inltc Mine covers 111 .33 hectares, where the production 

of Kyanlte, Sllllmanlte, Corundum, and Pyrophylllte .1t 11000 tons per year ;rnd Qu.1rtzltc at 9000 tons 

per year Is authorized by the Mahnrashtra State environment /\ppralsal Committee, Mumbai, under 

letter SEAC-2015/CR-106/fC-2 d.:1tcd J.1nu.1ry 16, 2016, for an aggregate productiOn capacity of 14000 

tons per year. For the expansion of Quartzite mlnlns, an .:1ppllcation w.1s submitted to the Ministry of 

Environment, Government of Maharashtra. In response, the Ministry provided Terms of Reference 

(TOR) under letter no. SIA/MII/MIN/71250/2022 d.:1tcd J.:inuary 25, 2022. 

The increased demand from ll1dustrles such ,is Gl.:1ss, Ceramics, :ind Electrlcal necessitated the 

proposed Increase In production from 9000 tons per ycnr to 84916 tons per year. 

The Environmental Impact Assessment (rlA) Notiflcnlion of 2006 and the TOR recalved were 

considered, and accordlngly, the project falls under Category '01'. 

Considering the provisions of the EIA Notification 2006 and the TOR received .in appHcation for the 

·-•""nmental Publlc Hearing was submlttcd to the M0mbcr Sccrct.1ry. MPCl3, Mumbai, and Sub•· 
I Officer, MPCO, Ohandara, on M;mh 21, 2023, 

Officer, Ohnnd:irn, wulcomed the nwmbcrs and attcndct'S of the Public Hearing 
Initiated the public hearing J>rOCl'l'dlntt with permission of the Lhalnmm. 

venor of the Public I tt?,1rlnB Commlllcc cxpl,1lncd thl' purpose unct procedure of 

fhtpubllc hearing, It was clarlflcd lh:H no decision 1es,1rdlna project clca,-.rncc would be 

mlltee; Instead, objections , niSl'd durlnu this pull lie hc,ll'lng would be noted nnd 

10 the tuthorltles. The commlltl'u would t,1ctlltnto tho submission of Information, queries, 
, 11quests, and objections r, om tlw pull lie 011 this pI ojcct to tlw gov~mmont. 
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As per the notification by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of 

India, dated September 14, 2006, Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB, Bhandara, shared the detailed purpose 

of conducting a public hearing. It was informed that public notice about this environmental public 

hearing was published in two major local newspapers, Daily Times of India (English) and Daily Lokmat 

(Marathi), on July 9, 2023, with grace period of thirty days. Copies of the published notices are attached 

(Attachment-2). 

As per provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification copies of Draft EIA Report and 

Executive summary in English and Marathi were placed at various Government offices, as well as Gram 

panchayat office, for public review & study and invited written concerns, suggestions, comments, and 

objections related to this project. In accordance with the office order of the Head Office,MPCB dated 

July 13, 2023, bearing reference number BO/JD/(WPC)/PH/B-230713-FTS-0095, the Public Hearing 

Committee was formed. The order copy is attached (Attachment-3). One written suggestion was 

received prior to the hearing, and forty-one ere received during the public hearing thus total of forty

two objections are received and attached herewith (Attachment-4). 

The project's details and Executive summaries in Marathi & English were placed at following Offices 

and Board's website for review & study of people. 

1. District Collector, Bhandara. 

2. Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Parishad, Bhandara. 

3. District Industries Center, Bhandara. 

4.SJJb.DM.sional Office, Sakoli, Dist. Bhandara. 

5. ~itar, Tahsil Office Lakhadur, Dist. Bhandara. 

6 .. Jkf!onaJ Office, MPCB, 5th Floor, Udyog Bhavan, Civil Lines, Nagpur. 

7.~onal Office, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Tatya Tope Ward, Near City Petrol Pum 

~1.a,nk, Mahal Road, Bhandara. P, 

nt of Environment, 15th Floor, New Administrative Building Madam c 
balP'32. ' e ama Road, 

,,c,Jlutlon Control Board, Headquarters, Kalpataru Point 3rd Flo s-
.u... ' or, ion Matunga 
w~l,SJc>.n Circle, Sion (East), Mumbai -22 . 

.... ~,._;w;.i.:-...i·~--

rn Central Region), Ministry of Environment Forest d c1· 
' an 1mate Chang 

, New Secretariat Building, Civil Lines, Nagpur-01. e, 

ce, Dlghorl (Mothee), Tai. Lakhadur, Dist. Bhandara. 
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The Sub-Regional Officer, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Bhandara, and convenor of public hearing invited project proponent Mr. Vinod Bhujade, to present the project details. Accordingly, technical consultant of said mine Mr. Rohit Mainkar, has presented power point presentation in Marathi about the environmental aspects of minerals such as Kyanite, Sillimanite, Corundum, Pyrophyllite, and Quartzite, the proposed project site, project benefits, proposed facilities, firefighting facilities, process details, environmental information, and expected outcomes. He has also discussed the components of the land, environment, and climate, atmospheric components, air quality at the site, emergency management plan, sources of air pollution, noise components, water components, water quality assessment, water usage, construction of sand reservoirs, organic components, social and economic factors, and the impact on local basic amenities. 
After presentation, Convenor, urged the present community to provide questions, information, annotations, comments, and concerns about the current project. He emphasized that people should provide their names and village names when submitting issues. 
During the public hearing, various questions, annotations, comments, concerns, and responses/assurances provided by the project holder about the project were discussed, as follows: 

Sr 
No 

1 

2 

Name 

Mr. Sachin Barve, Deputy 
Sarpanch,Po.Sakhra 

Objection/suggestion Reply of Project 
proponent 

Requested to prioritize providing Project proponent (PP) ample employment opportunities replied that, priority will to local residents and youth and to be given to local people provide information about regular for employment. 
employment, PF, and insurance 
benefits. 

Mr. Jayshyam 
Mohgaon. 

Katre, Supported the well-organized Supportive. 
commencement of work in the 
area and stated that everyone is 
benefiting from the project. Mr. Mangesh, 

,(Motf) 
Dighori Assured that there are no risks Supportive. 

associated with the project and 

Barsagade, 
,dur. 

that it is being carried out 
systematically. 
Mentioned that he has been Supportive. 
working in the area for the past 15 
years and has stable, regular 
employment with proper 
arrangements. 
Expressed concerns about rejected 
minerals,storage and their 
disposal, the impact on nearby 
fields, water management, 
Environmental degradation and 
the agricultural sector. Raised 
questions about environmental 
supervision, dust & water impact 
to surround and asked about 
measures taken to control the 

Sub-Regional Officer, 
M.P.C.B, Bhandara,said 
that grievances related 
to production or lease 
agreements & 
Environmental Issues can 
be addressed to the 
District Mining Officer, & 
MPCB Bhandara 

I respectively. 



6 

7 

8 

Mr. Khemraj Ramteke. 

Mr. Vijay Khobragade, 

Deputy Sarpanch, Dighori 

(Moti) 

Mr. Sunanda Reddy: 

same. Also asked about authority 

to complain the same. 

PP affirmed that 

assistance is provided to 

farme~ in the 

surrounding areas and 

that mine water is not 

being allowed to flow 

onto adjacent fields. 

The PP stated that they 

follow all regulations and 

provide full assistance to 

farmers. He mentioned 

that rejected minerals 

are stored according to 

1.8.M. guidelines and 

explained their plans for 

rejected minerals. He 

highlighted that they 

provide information 

about rejected minerals. 

I have been working in this mine for Supportive 

9 years. I receive regular wages and 

salary increments due to which my 

household runs smoothly. 

Due to increased production in this Supportive. 

mine, employment opportunities 

will rise, and with CSR funds 

increasing, local employment 

should be prioritized. 

I extend my best wishes and Supportive. 

blessings to the mining 

management. 
• Due to mining development, 

employment opportunities will 

Increase. Allow local employment 

within mining operations. 

• Mining pits should be backfilled 

promptly, rainwater harvesting and 

tree planting should also be 

Implemented. 
• Study the health of the 

surrounding 
groundwater, 
productivity. 
• Prioritize 
opportunities. 

and 

local 

community, 
agricultural 

employment 

• Encourage skill development 

training for unemployed youth and 

enhance their employability rn 

your Industry. 
• Coordinate the utilization of CSR 

funds through local 
-____;;_~----_j 

I 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

Grampanchayat 
admlnlstratf on. 

and Dist.rict 

• Implement necessary measurf~ 
for air and water pollution cor,trol 
• Conduct health camps in the ar~ -----------:· 

Mr - Dlpak - Motghare, I have be";n wor!(ing in this mine for Supportf•1e. 
Dlghorl 10 to 15 years, supporting around 

Mr. Mltaram Bhagat 

Mr. Sunil Nandagavall 

Mr. Raju Dhamankar 

Mr. Oevendra Chlmankar, 
Dlghorl (Motl). 

20-25 families 
i have been associated with this Suppor. ,,e. 

mine since last 15 years, and I 
receive regular employment. 
I am a laborer and have been 
working in this mine for three 
years. When I raised concerns 
about environmental issues and 
responsibilities, I was dismissed. 
This industry involves a lot of illegal 
sand mining, and sand mafia & 
mine owners threaten my life. A 
suitable measure should be taken 
for my safety. My life is at risk, and 
if anything happens to me, my 
family will suffer a loss of one crore 
rupees. The land has been dug up 
and left in a disastrous condition, 
affecting nature and causing harm 
to organisms. Illegal activities are 
taking place here as the mine is not 
following regulations. 
I have been working as an Supportive. 
electrician in this mine for many 
years. My entire family relies on 
this mine, and it's functioning 
systematically 
In this 35-acre area where minor This land is a 
minerals are extracted, only two government-owned 
percent of the population benefits, property. Around 4,000 
while 98 percent suffer losses. The trees have been planted 
administration should take so far, and more trees are 
cognizance of this matter. planned to be planted in 
Significant theft of minor minerals the future. 
ls happening on a large scale. The 
consequences of the excavation of 
these minor mlnerals in this 35-
acre plot will affect future 
generations. No CSR funds have 
been utilized for projects in our 
village, and the CSR fund balance is 
untouched. Even though around 
20,000 trees have been promised, 
the actual number of trees planted 



14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

and the ones that have been 
removed should be disclosed. 
Many families rely on gathering 
tendu leaves in this area, and due 
to this mining, their livelihoods are 
at risk. Outsiders come here and 
engage in nighttime theft of minor 
minerals, what measures have 
been taken against this should be 
known. The work must be done in 
accordance with the regulations 

Mr. Rupchand Deshmukh I have been receiving work for eight Supportive. 
months through this mine, and it 
supports my family's sustenance. 

Mr. Shalik Suryavanshi My farm is near this mine, and I Supportive. 
haven't faced any troubles due to 
this mine. 

Mr. Chandrakant Kamble, I worked in this mine until 2008-19. 
Dighori (Moti). When I raised concerns about the 

environment and asked for my 
bonus and job-related issues, the 
mine owner dismissed me without 
any prior notice, ending my work 
abruptly. From 20/12/2019 
onwards, I have not been given my 
regular wages and Provident Fund. 

Mr. Harishchandra 

Mr. Manoj Agashe, Dighori 
(Moti) 
Mr. Manoj Durge, Dighori 
(Moti) 

Mr. Mahadev Meshram, 
Dlghorl 

Mr. PankaJ Parate (Onllne) 

I have been employed through this Supportive. 
mine for the past five years 
I have found work through this Supportive. 
mine. 
Those who received work through 
this mine are happy, while those of 
us who haven't received work are 
dissatisfied. The mine has been 
active for the past 25 years, but 
trees have not been planted. The 
mining area has not adhered to 
agreements, and extensive 
excavation has taken place within a 
year. The environment has 
suffered, and our village council 
has provided no assistance. All 
mistakes have been covered up, 
and many trees have been felled. 
I am physically challenged, and I Supportive. 
have found employment through 
this mine. The mine has not caused 
any damage to my farming. 
No pollution has been observed Supportive. 
related to this mine, and no 
concerns have been raised. 



22 Regional Officer, 

Maharashtra Pollution 

Control Board, Nagpur 

The transportation of mir era~ 
ta~es place through UI!: vW;;ge 
roads, right? And r.011 m:,rq 
vehicles are used for trans;:wrtfr ~ 
minerals in a da-1? 

Vi' ~e~ .,:;-1 
tJi; ,~7✓ --•~..,L ,,, ,. u! 
;;,'"!;,.'!;.6 t(Y,., I' :;.:;::e 
u ,.~ ,,9 r., :+x' 'txt:. r,,i 
• • j _ ,::," - ,. ,.,t - "f.' "' , A 2 ..;,.e ( J~y--~ ~ ..,, ::, / ;., ~ 

ve:/ :1~ 11::'~ .. ~-: -:z"t , 

District Magistrate, Bhandara, and Chairman of Public Hearing Comrru~e: 

In today's public hearing, we have received questions, verb a' a "d .,., ritre:, i:,fr.,:;:.~~ ,..t. J.. ?Jiz,;;' ~;, 
suggestions and objections will be thoroughly noted in the proaedir.g; of :::,v::.ec h:;,.·-- i, ✓~::,~ ... ~ 
from the mining authorities will also be recorded. The rece: ,ed w:i~r. ar,,; ,,ee,;1 ",/r.,r; ; !f,:,r,, 

complaints, and proceedings of this public hearlng, a ong ·,·11tr, video reccrc:' g,::.1 \-fli1J ~ "'-:, ':,; 1 

documented for onward submission. Mining authorities srioJ d Of: alert to acc" ... es: ti-~-: te:n'~e-:. to 
the raised issues and ensure that effective mea.sure.s are tat:en for er,vhi,,T~~.-a.c: :;.,.,r~,; ... 

Implementation of proposed solutions for em,ironmental presE::rvation ~;-.oL~C (if: eff d::;,;J, 

monitored. 

Meeting ended with thanks. 

~~ 
r) { Herra ~ES~:)a-ce) 

Regional Officer:'.' -:,r ~ :;~ __ .... __ 
, '--- u a11 :: .1-L a .1 c: 

Member of Pt:::>lic Hean·~-::, 
"o 

& 

Chairman Of the Public Hearing Committee 
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