MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED
ESTABLISHMENT OF 90.0 KLPD MOLASSES (B & C HEAVY) / SUGARCANE
SYRUP BASED DISTILLERY WITH 3.0 MW ELECTRICITY GENERATION UNIT
TO BE LOCATED GAT NO. 133/1/B, 133/2/B, 134, 135/3/B, 135/5, 149/1, 149/3,

151, 160/12, 160/18, 160/3, 160/7, 132, 133/1/A, 149/2, 160/11, 160/2, 160/4,

160/9, 1311, 3,6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 AT POST - DAULATNAGAR,
VILLAGE-MARALI, TALUKA — PATAN, DISTRICT — SATARA, MAHARASHTRA
BY PROJECT PROPONENT M/S LOKNETE BALASAHEB DESAI SAHAKARI

SAKHAR KARKHANA LTD., AT POST -DAULATNAGAR, MARALI VILLAGE,

TALUKA -PATAN, DISTRICT-SATARA,MAHARASHTRA

The Environment Public Hearing in respect of proposed establishment of 90.0
KLPD Molasses (B & C Heavy) / Sugarcane Syrup Based Distillery With 3.0 MW
Electricity Generation Unit to be located at Gat No. 133/1/B, 133/2/B, 134, 135/3/B,
135/5. 149/1, 149/3, 151, 160/12, 160/18, 160/3, 160/7, 132, 133/1/A, 149/2, 160/11,
160/2, 160/4, 160/9, 131/1, 3,6,7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 At Post — Daulatnagar,
Village — Marali, Taluka — Patan, District — Satara, Maharahtra by Project Proponent
M/s Loknete Balasaheb Desai Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana Ltd., At Post — Daulatnagar,
Marali Village, Taluka — Patan, District — Satara, Maharashtra was conducted on
Thursday, the 31st August, 2023 at 11.00 a.m. at the project site at M/s Loknete
Balasaheb Desai Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana Limited, At Post — Daulatnagar, Village-
Marali, Taluka — Patan, District — Satara, Maharashtra.

Shri Amol A. Satpute, Sub Regional Officer, Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board, Satara and Convener of the Environment Public Hearing Committee
welcomed Shri. Prashant Aavate, Additional District Magistrate, Satara and
Chairman of the Environment Public Hearing Committee, Shri Shankar Waghmare,
Regional Officer, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Pune and Member of the
Environment Public Hearing Committee and Environmentalists, NGOs, Journalists,
Representative of media channels and Company Officials and local
people/participants who were present and with permission of Chairman, Environment
Public Hearing Committee started the proceedings.

Convener, Environment Public Hearing Committee informed that as per the
Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification of Ministry of Environment, Forest
& Climate Change, Govt. of India, (i.e. MoEf & CC, Gol) dated 14" September, 2006
as amended on 1t December, 2009, it is mandatory to conduct prior public
consultation to certain projects which are covered in the schedule of the said
Notification.

He informed that Maharashtra Pollution Control Board was in receipt of
application from Project Proponent M/s Loknete Balasaheb Desai Sahakari Sakhar
Karkhana Ltd., At Post — Daulatnagar, Marali Village, Taluka — Patan, District — Satara,
Maharashtra to conduct Environment Public Hearing for proposed establishment of
90.0 KLPD Molasses (B & C Heavy) / Sugarcane Syrup Based Distillery With 3.0 MW
Electricity Generation Unit to be located at Gat No. 133/1/B, 133/2/B, 134, 135/3/B,
135/5, 149/1, 149/3, 151, 160/12, 160/18, 160/3, 160/7, 132, 133/1/A, 149/2, 160/11,
160/2, 160/4, 160/9, 131/1, 3, 6,7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 At Post — Daulatnagar,
Village — Marali, Taluka — Patan, District — Satara, Maharahtra

Convener further informed as per EIA Notification, 2006 the category of project
falls under Category B1 schedule 5 (g), 1 (d) which requires to obtain prior
Environmental Clearance from the Environment & Climate Change Department, Govt.
of Maharashtra, Mumbai for which prior environmental consultation is mandatory.

Convener informed that the aim of conducting prior public consultation is to
make aware, local people who can be participant in the hearing and they should know
the developmental activities and Environment Management Plan of the unit.
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Project Proponent had submitted online prescribed application on along with
pre-feasibility report to obtain Terms of Reference (ToR) to the, State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Environment & Climate Change Ministry,
Maharashtra Government, Mumbai on 25-03-2023 and it has been considered and
given online approval on 27-03-2023.

Hon’ble Collector, Satara directed to conduct the Physical Environment Public
Hearing on Thursday, the 31t August, 2023 at 11.00 morning , and as per the
Notification dated 14-09-2006 issued by Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate
Change, Govt. of India, (MoEF & CC, Gol), New Delhi and subsequent amendment
on 01-12-2019. Member Secretary, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Mumbai has
constituted Environment Public Hearing Committee vide Board’s Office Order No. E-
56 of 2023 under letter no. BO/JD (WPC)/PH/B- 230808- FTS- 0176 dated
08/08/2023.

1) District Magistrate-Satara Chairman

or his representative not below

the rank of an Additional District

Magistrate

2) Representative of Maharashtra Member
Pollution Control Board, Mumbai -
Regional Officer
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,
Pune

3) Sub Regional Officer, Convener
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,
Satara

As per said Notification, 30 days’ advance public notice was published by Sub
Regional Officer, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Satara in the Local Newspaper
in Daily Sakal for Marathi and in National Newspaper Indian Express for English on
31st July, 2023. The public were appealed to send their suggestions, views, doubts or
objections regarding the proposed unit.

Also copy of EIA report and executive summery were made available in Marathi
and in English at various notified Government offices as under:-

1) District Collector, Satara,

2) General Mnager, District Industries Center, Satara

3) Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Parishad, Office, Satara;

4) Tahsildar, Tahsil Office, Patan, Taluka — Patan, District — Satara;

5) Grampanchayat Office — At Post — Marali, Taluka — Patan, District —
Satara;

6) Environment & Climate Change Department, Maharashtra Government,

New Administrative Building, 15t Floor, Mantralaya, Madam Cama Road,
Mumbai — 400 032;

7) Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Zonal Office, Western-
Central Zone, New Secretariat Building, Ground Floor, East Wing, Civil
Line, Nagpur-440 001;

8) Joint Director (WPC), Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Kalpataru
Point, 15t 2M 3 4th Floor, Sion-Matunga Scheme Road No.8, Opp. Cine
Planet Cinema, Near Sion Circle, Sion (East), Mumbai — 400 022,

9) Regional Officer, Regional Office, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,
31 Floor, Jog Center, Old Mumbai-Pune Road, Wakadewadi, Pune —
411003. ‘
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10) Sub Regional Officer, Sub Regional Office, Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board, New Administrative Building, 2nd Floor, Behind S.T.Stand, Sadar
Bazar, Satars,

11) Web site Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Mumbai;
Convener further informed that not a single suggestion/objection is
received by Sub Regional Office, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,

Satara.

Convener informed that an opportunity is given to all participants to raise any
doubts, suggestions or objections regarding the proposed project in environmental
angle, which can be submitted by orally or in writing also.

Convener asserted that this Committee is only for recording public opinion,
views, suggestions, objections regarding the proposed project in environmental angle
only and the Committee has no right to approve, reject or recommend the project. The
suggestions/objections raised by the participants in the public hearing will be noted
and it will be included in the minutes of the meeting.  Similarly, the revised
Environmental Assessment Report of the Project Proponent,  written
suggestions/objections and minutes of the meeting after approval of Chairman will be
submitted through MPCB Head Office to the Environment & Climate Change Ministry,
Maharashtra Government, Mumbai after taking note of the video recording of the
said meeting, suggestions and objections recorded in the meeting. An Expert
Committee there takes further decision regarding the same He requested Chairman
of the Environment Public Hearing Committee to inform Project Proponent to start the
presentation.

With the permission of the Chairman, the Environmental Consultant of the
project made a presentation on the entire Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for
the proposed project.

He said that the total investment of the said distillery project is 130.0 crores, the
investment of the sugar factory is Rs 47.23 crores — a total of 177.23 crores. Whereas,
the capital cost for Environmental Management is approximately - Rs.1 ,310.00 lakhs,
while the annual maintenance cost is - Rs.200.0 lakhs. The said project is Zero Liquid
Discharge (ZLD) project

After the Presentation, Convener, Environment Public Hearing Committee
appealed all participants to raise their suggestions, objections in respect of proposed
project in environmental angle only. While asking questions, full name and residential
address should be informed.

Views, questions. _suggestions/objections raised during the
Environmental Public Hearing and the answers/promises given by the Project
Proponent/ Project Environment Consultant /| Environmental Public Hearing
Committee :-

1) Shri Jalandar Anant Patil, At Post — Marli, Taluka-Patan, District — Satara-

How much alcohol will be produced per day from the Proposed Molasses Project?

Environmental Consultant said that this is a 90.0 Kilo Liter Per Day capacity project.
R. S., ENA, Ethanol will be produced at 90.0 KLPD i.e. 90.0 thousand liters per day.

2) Shri Santosh Nivrutti Giri, At Post — Marali, Taluka — Patan, District —
How much cost will be spent for this Distillery Project?

Project Environmental Consultant replied that the cost of the distillery project is

130.0 crores. The investment of sugar factory is 47.23 crores. Rupees 130.0 crore
investment for complete distillery and manufacturing process.
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3) Shri Nitin Mahadeo Jagtap, Administrator, Gram Panchayat — Marali,
Taluka — Patan, District — Satara :-

| request to give an explanation as how this project will bring development to
the people of the villages?

Project Environmental Consultant said that the people of the village will get
job opportunities in the project. 40 persons will get direct employment in this distillery
project. Due to the Distillery project, the project will give a huge boost to the indirect
business in the area like transport tankers, commercial vehicles, two wheeler repair
centers, tea and leaf shops business. Moreover, this distillery project can provide
additional income to the project. Carbon-di-Oxide can be sold for the bottling plants
for beverages, the potash can be used as fertilizer from the Potash Recovery project
in the project. Hence, the local sugarcane farmers could be given additional price for
sugar cane crop. The spent wash from the distillery plant will be converted into
powder. It will be made available to the farmers for use as fertilizer at low cost.

4) Shri Sangram Subhash Desai, At Post — Marali, Taluka — Patan, District —
Satara :-

It is informed that effluent will not be released outside the project. Then, what
will be done with the waste water which will be produced in the distillery project?

Environment Consultant answered that the first source of wastewater in a
distillery is the spent wash. The raw spent wash will be evaporated and concentrated
in M.E.E.

Then the spent wash will be dried and converted into powder. Effluent from
other sources of the project will be processed in the CPU - (Condensate Polishing
Unit) from the cooling, boiler and will be recycled and reused in the production process.
Therefore, 839.0 M3 of molasses from the factory will be processed in CPU and it will
be recycled and reused in the project production. Therefore, the need for fresh water
is reduced.

5) Shri Uttamrao Ramchandra Kharade, Residence -Chopdarwadi Sangvad,
Taluka — Patan, District-Satara:-

Our village is adjacent to the project. So, will the villages in the area suffer
smell nuisance due to the spent wash generated in the production plant and what are
the remedial plans for the same?

Environmental Consultant said that this is @ good question. In earlier days,
the spent wash used to store in-the open lagoons, due to which there was smell
nuisance in the vicinity of the project. Now there will be a closed circuit. The spent
wash will pass through the distillation column to bio-methinization. It will be stored for
only one day. After bio-menthisnization, it will go for concentration, then immediately
to dryer and spent wash will be converted into powder form. Hence surrounding area
of the project will not suffer smell nuisance.

6) Shri Prashant Krushnaji Mohite, At Post — Marali, Taluka — Patan, Distric —
Satara :-

Will there be any problem of noise pollution in the area due to the said project?

There is no friction equipments in the distillery. In a distillation plant, where there
are pumps, motors, there noise is generated. In a distillation plant, noise occurs in the
distillation columns, but it will not travel outside the plant fence. Just as there are
dampers and breakers in a Mining Project, there is no noise in fermentation. There is
only the sound of pumps. Distillation columns produce steam noise. The noise will not
go outside the project fence or to the village. The workers working near the noise
generating units will be provided ear plugs, muffs. There will be no noise pollution the
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7) Shri Krishna Vittal Kadam, At Post — Marali, Taluka — Patan, District —
Satara:-

What benefit will the project bring to the surrounding villages?

40 persons of the project village area will get direct employment. A distillation
plant will produce by-products viz. Carbon-di-Oxide, after bottling it will sent for
beverages and the potash recovery project. It can generate additional income for the
project. Therefore, the local farmers could be paid additional price for their sugarcane
crop. Potash ash can be used by farmers as fertilizer. The spent wash from the
distillation plant will be converted into powder. It will be made available to the farmers
for use as fertilizer at low cost.

Due to the Distillery project, the project will give a huge boost to the indirect
business in the area like transport tankers, commercial vehicles, two wheeler repair
center, pan and tea small shops.

Moreover, this distillation project can provide additional income to the project
due to carbon-dioxide bottling, potash recovery project in the project. Therefore, local
farmers can get additional price for their sugarcane crop from the sugar factory.
Potash ash can be used by farmers as fertilizer.

The spent wash from the distillation plant will be converted into powder. It will
be made available to the farmers for use as fertilizer at low cost.

Project Environment Consultant requested Managing Director of the Project to
give answer.

Managing Director of the project said that a total of 79 persons are required in
the proposed distillery project. Out of this, 41 skilled workers will be required, while
38 unskilled workers will be required. Skilled workers will be selected according to
merit. The unskilled workers will be taken from the local area. This project will generate
job opportunities.

Managing Director of the project said that the additional income generated by the
distillery project would enable the sugarcane to be priced higher.

8) Shri_Deepak Shankar Gavhane, Residence — Gavhanewadi, Taluka —
Patan, District — Satara -

How much spent wash will be generated in the proposed alcohol manufacturing
plant and how will it be disposed of?

Environmental Consultant said that although the prescribed limit of raw spent
wash is 8.0 kilo liters, we will concentrate it upto 3.0 kilo liters. So, 144.0 KLPD of
spent wash will come out after concentrating. It is possible to convert it into powder
form and make it available as fertilizer to the farmers at low cost. The plant can
produce 144.0 KLPD of spent wash, while molasses of 720.0 KLPD will be the
maximum quantity produced in the project.

9) Shri_Madhukar Hindurao Suryawanshi, Sangoli Vikas Samiti_Society,
Residence — Suryawanshiwadi, Taluka — Patan, District — Satara —

| congratulate Project Management for this 177 crore project. Now my question
is how many days this distillery project will be operated?

Project Environmental Consultant answered that the distillery project will be
operational throughout the year. The project will be in operation for 330 days as 30
days are reserved for maintenance. Because the project will be ZLD - Zero Liquid
Discharge. It means not a single drop of treated waste water will be released outside
the project. There will be no more composting.

She informed that in earlier days, spent wash is to be biomethinized then it
was taken for composting. Composting cannot be done during monsoon. Because
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the temperature cannot stay that much high, hence the bacterial culture does not
grow as much. Therefore, composting will not be done as per the directives of the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India, New Delhi.
So instead of 270, we will run the distillery factory for 330 days.

10)Shri Mohanrao Gavhane, Gavhanwadi, Taluka — Phaltan, District — Satara-

As you need bagasse and molasses, then will you need other raw material from
the farmer and can the farmer grow requisite raw material?

Environment Consultant informed that at present the project requires
sugarcane juice and molasses. But as we have said, alcohol can also be made from
various grains like maize, rice. It is likely to be used as raw material in future.

At that time, Shri Gavhane asked whether alcohol can be made from
grass. Project Environmental Consultant said that research is going on to produce
alcohol from bagasse and it is likely to be successful. Today alcohol production from
molasses, cane juice, grains is approved. Attempts were made to make alcohol from
beet roots, but it could not succeeded. So only sugarcane juice and molasses will be
used in the project.

11)Shri Ashok Khashba Kharade, Residence — Chopdarwadi, Taluka -
Patan, District — Satara —

How many people will get job opportunities by this distillery project?

Project Managing Director informed that the 90.0 KLPD distillery requires
41 skilled workers and 38 unskilled workers. Skilled workers will be selected
according to merit. But unskilled workers can be appointed from this area only. Total
79 people will be required.

12) Shri Dinkar Maruti Sejwal, Sonavade, Taluka — Patan, District — Satara :-

Which fuel will be used for the boiler and which pollution control system will be

used?
A new 30.0 Tonne boiler will be commissioned for the steam required for the

Distillery Project. For this, bagasse will be used as fuel.

Similarly, biogas will also be used in the project. Boiler will be erected with a 55
meter chimney and will be attached with a state-of-the-art Electro-Static-Precipitator
(ESP), an air pollution control system with an efficiency of 99.9%. This will arrest the

dust particles of the smoke.

13)Shri Ramchandra Vitthal Kumbhar, Residence — Chopdarwadi, Taluka —
Patan,District — Satara -

Will the effluent/impure water from the sugar factory and the proposed
distillery can be used for farmers'’ agriculture through ETP?

The treated effluent from the distillery plant cannot be discharged outside the
plant, as this will increase the demand for fresh water. However, water from the
distillation plant will not be released.

The treated effluent from the sugar department which is given to agriculture will

be continued.



14)Shri__Chandrakant Ramchandra Kadam. Residence — At Post — Marali,
Taluka — Patan, District — Satara -

Solar energy information was told in the presentation. The electricity supply in
the surrounding villages is interrupted many times. So will those villages get power
from the solar power of the project?

Project Environmental Consultant said that information regarding solar energy
has been shown in the presentation. But it will not be for individual houses in the area.
It will be made available for schools, hospitals, public health centers, for emergency
arrangements.

Convener appealed to the participants to raise environmental suggestions,
thoughts, objections about the proposed project. There was no response from the
audience

Convener, Environment Public Hearing Committee thanked all the
participants for attending the meeting and on behalf of the Chairman, Environment
Public Hearing Committee declared that Environment Public Hearing Meeting is
concluded.

Meeting ended extending thanks to the Chair.

No written suggestions/objections received prior to public hearing and
during public hearing.
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