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MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING OF 28 SAND GHATS IN
NAGPUR DISTRICT DATED 21.01.2022.

As per Ministry of Environment and Forest, Govt. of India Notification dated
14.09.2006 amended notification dated 1.12.2009. District Mining Office, Collector Office,
Nagpur have requested Maharashtra Pollution Control Board to conduct Environmental
Public Hearing for 28 Sand Ghats on River Kanhan and Pench in Nagpur District at Saoner
Taluka Raiwadi-A (3.37 Ha), Wakodi (3.50 Ha.), Ramdongri-B (4.0 Ha.), Karajghat (3.52
Ha.), Isapur-A (3.80 Ha.), Rohana (2.10 Ha.), Bawangaon-A (1.94 Ha.), Gosewadi-A (4.20
Ha.), Bawangaon-B (2.70 Ha.), Parseoni Taluka Ghatrohana (3.0 Ha.), Singardeep (4.40
Ha.), Palora (2.0 Ha.), Pipla (1.93 Ha.), Sihora (4.50 Ha.), Waghoda (4.0 Ha.), Yesamba
(1.57 Ha.), Garanda (3.20 Ha.), Saholi-A (2.50 Ha.), Saholi-B (3.60 Ha.), Pardi-C (4.50
Ha.), Juni-Kamptee (Gadeghat)-B (2.0 Ha.), Kamptee Taluka Ungaon (4.81 Ha.), Chikna-A
(2.25 Ha.), Nerighat (4.85 Ha.), Mouda Taluka Chiknaghat (4.86 Ha.), Kirnapur (4.95 Ha.),
Mohakhedi (4.90 Ha.), Kuhi Taluka Chichghat (3.0 Ha.). Received proposal from project
proponent dtd. 13.12.2021 for conducting Environmental Public Hearing.

As per proposal, the Environmental Public Hearing in respect of 28 Sand Ghats in

Nagpur District under the Chairperson Smt. R. Vimala, s District Collector, Nagpur
conducted on 21.01.2022. Shri. Ashok Kare, Regional Officer, M.P.C.Board, Nagpur was
the member of the public hearing panel and Shri. Anand Katole, Sub-Regional Officer,
M.P.C.Board, Nagpur-1 act as a convener. The Public Hearing started at 11.30 pm. with the
permission of the Chairperson of the Public Hearing Panel. The public hearing is conducted
through online mode also by using webex platform. Total 17 persons have attended the
hearing through online mode. Attendance of the People present during the Public Hearing
is attached as Annexure-l.

BACKGROUND :

District Collector, Nagpur intends to auction sand ghats and appointed District
Mining Officer, Nagpur as project proponent as per sand mining guidelines dated
03.09.2019. Total 28 sand ghats are identified by Taluka Level Technical Committee
chaired by Tahsildar and Dy. Engineer, Irrigation, Junior Geologist, Directorate of Geology
and Mining, Junior Geologist G.S.D.A., representative of Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board for scooping of sand by manual method.

PURPOSE AND PROCEDURE:

With the permission of Chairperson of Public Hearing, the Sub-Regional Officer,
MPCB, Nagpur-1 has started Public Hearing by welcoming the Chairperson and Member of
the public hearing panel, local citizens from the village and others.

The Chairperson of Public Hearing Panel inform the Public Hearing is conducted for
recording the views/objects/suggestions of the participants regarding the project, and same
is communicated to the Government. She also clarified that this panel is not here to take
decision for accordance of any approval to the project and appealed the participants to
express their views and suggestion. :
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Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB, Nagpur-I explained the purpose of conducting this
public hearing that as per MoEF, GOI Notification SO 60(E) of 27" January, 1994 and
amended on 14" September, 2006. The notices for the public hearing was published in two
local widely circulated news papers i.e. the ‘Hitavada’ (English) and ‘Navrashtra’ (Marathi)
on 21.12.2021. Copies of the same are enclosed as Annexure-lI. Copies of the executive
summary both in English and in Marathi and other information/documents were made
available to the public by making these documents available in various Govt. offices as well
as local Gram Panchayat as per MoEF GOl Notification. Suggestions, comments and
objections of the public were called in writing till before the date of Public Hearing from the
publication of the notice. The public hearing panel was constituted vide MPC Board Office
Order E-03/2022 No. BO/JD/(WPC)/PH/B-220117-FTS-0221 dtd. 17.01.2022. Copy of the
same is enclosed as Annexure-lil.

Thereafter, Sub-Regional Officer, Nagpur-l and Convener requested the project
proponent to give their detail presentation about the project and the Environmental issues
related with it. Accordingly representative of the project proponent gave detailed power
point presentation of the project in local language as under:

He has given information regarding project undertake by 28 Sand Ghats in Nagpur
District. He further explained regarding project location, project area, sand availability and
its benefits to manage the flow of river and flood control.

Method of Mining explain during presentation:-

Not allowed to remove soil/soil overburden and soil mining.

Sand mining should be carried out manually.

Allowed sand loading through labour and transportation through tractor only.

Period of scooping of sand will be for one year excluding monsoon period of 10th
June to 30" September.

Tree cutting not allowed during sand mining.

Sand mining not allowed in polluted river stretch as per Hon’ble NGT directions.

To avoid overloading of sand make a provision of capacity marking.

Colour coded vehicle (Tractor) should be use for transportation of sand.

PON =

©~No® o

Following objections raised through written submissions during the public hearing.

PROCEDDINGS -

1. Shri.Udaysingh Gajju Yadav, Farmer Vice President, Panchayat Samiti, Ramtek
¢ District survey report is not available in public domain. This requirement is not
full-fill by the Government.

o District authority should carry survey of the sand ghat before and after
monsoon. Also, study of filling the sand is not carried out. This requirement is
not full fill by the Government. |

» While preparing report of the sand ghat District Authority should mark the all 4
borders of the sand ghat and finalize boundary of the sand ghat.

.3/-
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2. Shri. Mirza Zia Baig, M.Z. Enterprises, Nagpur.

* It is submitted that, Maharashtra State Government in its Cabinet Meeting
held on 20.01.2022 has scrapped sand policy 2019 due to which all the
proposals, proceedings and steps being taken by the administration for the
auction of the sand ghats for the period 2021-22 has become infructuous.

3. Shri. Mohd. Junaid, Jafar Nagar, Nagpur.
* District authority has not made available the District survey report before one
month period in public domain. This requirement is not fulfilled by the
Government.

e Concern officials and agency has not made survey of 28 sand ghat on
Kanhan and Pench River. Also, the related study is not carried out.

District Mining Officer, District Collector, Nagpur:

District Mining Officer, Nagpur has given reply on the written objections received.

* District authority has made available report of the sand ghat NIC website from
9.11.2021 t0 9.12.2021 in public domain.

¢ In year 2022 new sand policy will launch for the auction of the sand ghats in
cabinet meeting, such type of WhatsApp messages has been received on the
mobile phone. But Government has not taken any decision on new sand
policy. Also, Government has not informed to stop the running sand ghat
policy. Therefore, it is not possible to stop the process of carrying public
hearing of the sand ghat.

e Also, | informed to complainant that, the public hearing minutes will be
forwarded to the Government for further approval.

District Collector Nagpur & Chai person of Public Hearing Panel.

Smt. R. Vimala, District Collector & Chairperson of public hearing panel.
Summarized the questions and queries raised by the people present for public hearing and
replies given by project proponent and informed that the issues raised by the people noted
in the proceeding of hearing and requested participants to support the sand mining projects.
Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB, Nagpur extended vote of thanks to the present public and
public hearing concluded with a vote of thanks to the chair.

(As% (Anand’Katole)

District Collector, Regional Officer, Sub-Regional Officer,
Nagpur & Chairperson of MPC Board, Nagpur & MPC Board, Nagpur-1 &
the Public Hearing Panel Member of the Public Convener of the Public

Hearing Panel Hearing Panel
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