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Minutes of Meeting for the Environmental Public Hearing

Venue- Gangadhar Deshmukh Hall, Date-26.11.2021
RCF Colony, Chembur, Time-11.00 AM
Mumbai 400074

Proposal:

AN melt production enhancement from 1.4 lakh MT to 1.9 lakh MT per annum
from the existing Ammonium Nitrate (AN) Melt plant at M/s Rashtriya Chemicals
and Fertilizers Limited Trombay, Mumbai a Government of India Undertaking
(Department of Fertilizers, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers).

Background:

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB) received an application from
project proponent — M/s Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers Limited, for
conducting an environmental public hearing regarding proposed AN melt
production enhancement from 1.4 lakh MT to 1.9 lakh MT per annum. MPC
Board requested to District Magistrate, Mumbai Suburban vide letter dated
28.09.2021 to suggest suitable date for the Public hearing for said proposal.

District Magistrate, Mumbai Suburban, has fixed the date for conducting
environmental public hearing on 26/11/2021. The advertisement for this public
hearing was published one month in advance in the daily newspaper "Navshakti"
in Marathi language and also in the daily newspaper "The Free Press Journal" in
English language on 22/10/2021.

Copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report in English and Marathi
language submitted by the Project Proponent of the proposed project were
made available at the following offices for public study:

i) Office of the Collector, Mumbai Suburban, 10" Floor, Administrative
Building, Government Colony, Bandra (East), Mumbai,

ii) Department of Environment, Government of Maharashtra, 15 Floor, New
Administrative Building, Mantralaya, Mumbai,

iii)Joint Director (Water Pollution Control), MPC Board, Sion, Mumbai,

iv)Assistant Commissioner, M (West) Ward, Office Building, Sharadbhau
Acharya Marg, Chembur, Mumbai.

v) Joint Director of Industries Mumbai, Metropolitan Region, Mumbai City &
Suburbs, 702, 7*" Floor, Development Center, Dr. C. G. Gidwani Marg,
Wadwali Village, Chembur, Mumbai,

vi)Regional Officer / Sub-Regional Office, MPC Board, Sion, Mumbai.
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The public in general were appealed to send in any comment, view, suggestions
or objections regarding the proposed Project.

Public hearing:

The Environmental Public Hearing for proposed AN melt production
enhancement from 1.4 lakh MT to 1.9 lakh MT per annum from the existing
Ammonium Nitrate (AN) Melt plant at Trombay, Mumbai, of M/s Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fertilizers Limited (RCF) was held on 26/11/2021 at 11:00 AM at
Gangadhar Deshmukh Hall, RCF Colony, Chembur, Mumbai 400074.

As per Office order No. E-105/2021 dated. 03/11/2021 of Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board, following committee members were present:

1. Dr. Vikas Naik - Chairman
Addl. District Magistrate,
Mumbai Suburban District

2. Shri. J. S. Hajare - Member
Regional Officer,
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Mumbai

3. Shri. Sujit Dholam - Convener
Sub-Regional Officer, Mumbai-3,
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Mumbai

Minutes of the meeting for the Environmental Public Hearing for proposed AN
melt production enhancement from 1.4 lakh MT to 1.9 lakh MT per annum from
the existing Ammonium Nitrate (AN) Melt plant at M/s Rashtriya Chemicals and
Fertilizers Limited Trombay, Mumbai, is as given below.

At the outset, Shri. Sujit Dholam, Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB the Convener of
the public hearing, welcomed all.

With the permission of the Chairman, the proceedings of public hearing were
started. Shri. Sujit Dholam, Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB informed that this public
hearing was being held in accordance with the provisions of the Environmental
Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 and the provisions of the Office
Memorandum dt. 09/06/2021 regarding Covid-19 pandemic issued by the
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC).

Shri. Sujit Dholam, Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB Convener of the committee
informed that the purpose of this public hearing is to make local people aware
about the proposed project and the environment management plan proposed
by the Project Proponent.
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Shri. Sujit Dholam, Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB explained that, at the beginning,
the Project Consultant of the Project Proponent - M/s Projects and Development
India Limited, will present information about the project and then the residents
can express their suggestions / views. He further stated that the same can also
be submitted in writing.

He further informed that the proposal is for production enhancement of AN Melt
from 1.4 lakh MT to 1.9 lakh MT per annum from the existing Ammonium Nitrate
(AN) Melt plant at M/s Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers Limited Trombay,
Mumbai. No modification is required in the existing plant for proposed
production enhancement. The proposal is an initiative under ‘Aatmnirbhar
Bharat’ Abhiyan.

Shri. Sujit Dholam, Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB also informed that the scope of
this committee is to conduct public hearings, take note of the objections and
comments of the local people and submit the proceedings to the Government.
He informed the audience that this committee is not empowered to take any
decisions as regards to granting of any environment related permissions to the
said project.

On behalf of the Project Proponents, Shri. A. K. Singh, General Manager, M/s
Projects and Development India Limited (PDIL), the Environmental Consultant of
the project, gave a detailed presentation about the project and details of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Study.

Thereafter, Shri. Sujit Dholam, Sub-Regional Officer, Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board, Mumbai-3 opened the question and answer session with the
permission of Chairman of committee and invited the members of the public to
express environmental related concerns regarding the project and asked them
to mention their name and address before asking the question.

Details of the questions asked and comments given by the citizens present and
the answers given by the representatives of the Project Proponents to the same
are summarized as follows:

1) Shri. Vilas Patil, Kedarnath, Chembur

Question: What effect will this project have on the residents of Chembur
regarding air pollution, water pollution & noise pollution and on transportation?
RCF has been doing lot of social work for the community. More importantly,
during the outbreak of Corona pandemic, RCF provided free Covid vaccination to
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the surrounding public in Chembur. | also request the RCF management to take
up other socially useful schemes for the benefit of the citizens in Chembur.

Answer: The Project Proponent stated that RCF's existing Ammonium Nitrate
Melt plant has a capability to produce 1.9 lakh MT per annum. An important
reason for increasing production of AN Melt is the increased need of AN melt by
Coal Mining companies. As a response to the Atmanirbhar Bharat, RCF intends
to utilise its inherent capacity of its existing plant to increase the domestic AN
melt production. The increased availability of AN melt shall help the coal mining
companies to supply sufficient coal for electricity generation. RCF plays a vital
role in supplying AN Melt and subject proposal has been submitted to ensure
better availability of AN melt to the coal mining industry.

The proposal is aimed to increase the production of AN Melt to make the country
self-sufficient in power generation. Since its inception, the existing AN Melt plant
at RCF has been operating very safely and in compliance with all statutory
regulations. Increasing the availability of coal will increase the availability of
electricity and will benefit the Nation as a whole.

The project will have negligible impact on air pollution, water pollution, noise
pollution and transportation.

2) Shri. Sanjay Paranjape, Tilaknagar, Chembur

Comment: RCF is a Chemical and Fertilizer Company and is doing lot of activities
under "Corporate Social Responsibility" (CSR). RCF always helps the people of
Chembur area through their CSR activities. Increasing the production of the AN
Melt plant will certainly increase the country's self-reliance and reduce imports,
and | think RCF is capable of increasing the production of the AN melt plant.

3) Shri. Avinash Shewale, Wadwali village, Chembur.

Question: | am grateful to RCF for setting up an Oxygen plant at Shatabdi Hospital
from RCF's CSR fund and also for providing free vaccination to the people in the
vicinity during the time of Covid pandemic. RCF has done good social work
through their CSR activities, such as the mobile ambulance service (Medical Van)
for the needy, which was operational a year and a half ago, but is now stopped.
It is requested to restart the same.

Answer: The Project Proponent informed that the facility of mobile medical van
was stopped as per the preventive measures and regulations related to the Covid
pandemic. The restart of the service of Mobile Medical Van is under
consideration.

4) Shri. Ravindra Kadam, Chembur.
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Question: In the context of this project, | would like to ask, will the number of
tankers increase as the production of AN Melt increases? What are the provisions
RCF is taking for clearing congestion of tankers outside of RCE Factory Gate No.
2?

Answer: The Project Proponent stated that there will be only a negligible change
in the total number of tankers due to increase in AN Melt production. This is
because, Nitric Acid and Ammonia which are raw material for AN melt are being
sold by tankers and increasing production of AN Melt will lead to increase in in-
house consumption of this Ammonia and Nitric Acid. This will result in equivalent
reduction of sale of Ammonia and Nitric Acid and thereby reduction in tanker
movement of Ammonia and Nitric acid. Thus there will be a negligible change in
the total number of tankers.

Also RCF further informed that it has made improvements to the dedicated
tanker parking area in front of the RCF Trombay Factory Gate No. 2 for tankers
transporting RCF products. It has been noticed that some unauthorized tankers
are parked on the road near RCF Gate No 2. In this regard, RCF has taken-up the
matter with concerned officials of Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC)
and also with Traffic Police Department. RCF has always worked and will continue
to work to reduce traffic congestion outside Gate No. 2.

5) Shri. Sadanand Patil, Vashigaon, Chembuir.

Question: How much progress has RCF made in the last three years in tree
plantation activity? RCF is requested to restart the “Chembur Green” Project.

Answer: The Project Proponent stated that RCF has planted more than 3.5 lakh
trees in and around Chembur in the last four decades. Because of this efforts of
RCF, Chembur is known for its "Green Zone". RCF has had a huge contribution in
this. RCF have been doing this for the past several years. In the last three years,
under this scheme, RCF has planted more than 10,000 saplings and distributed
saplings to nearby housing societies and social organizations. RCF offered that
interested people can contact RCF for saplings as may be needed.

6) Shri. Satish Deshpande, Vashigaon, Chembur.

Question: The project proponent said that millions of trees were planted under
the "Chembur Green" project, which led to a green revolution in Chembur. Will
RCF restart the Chembur Green project?

Answer: The area around Chembur and RCF has become very green due to trees
planted and now there is limited space available for planting more trees.
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However, RCF will continue to plant trees in the available space and RCF shall

wholeheartedly support those interested in taking samplings from RCF for green
belt development.

7) Shri. Vilas Patil, Kedarnath, Chembur.

Question: Are there plants that release Oxygen during day and night? Does RCF
have any plans to plant such trees? And can RCF supply such saplings?

Answer: The Project Proponent informed that RCF selects trees that have strong
root systems, which provide more oxygen and absorb more carbon dioxide. Such
trees include Neem, Peepal, Bamboo, Banyan tree, Tulas, Jamun etc. These
varieties provide more Oxygen and are of great benefit to the environment.
These varieties have been planted by RCF at various places.

8) Shri. Jaywant Hazare, Regional Officer, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,
Mumbai.

Question: How much Ammonia storage is there, how much will be increase in
Ammonia storage and what are the precautionary safety measures taken by RCF
regarding Ammonia storage?

Answer: The Project Proponent informed that there is no need to get both
Ammonia and Nitric acid from outside, since both of them are produced in-
house. There will be no increase in Ammonia requirement from outside due to
the proposed increase in AN Melt production. Therefore, there will no need to
increase Ammonia storage. RCF always strives to keep minimum Ammonia stock.

9) Shri Sham Chandragiri, Dongre Park, Chembur.

Question: There is no doubt that RCF's factory premises have all the safety
precautions regarding Ammonium Nitrate. But after the tanker is loaded, what
precautions are taken to ensure safe transportation till they reach their
destination?

Answer: The Project Proponent informed that Ammonium Nitrate is regulated
by the “Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organization” (PESO). Indents are
created on PESO's website by customers when AN Melt's requirement is
received. Further, GPS tracking of AN tankers is done from despatch to
destination location. Also, intimation is given to District SP (Superintendent of
Police) of dispatch and destination location, 24 hours prior to dispatch. If the
tanker halts for more than six hours at one location, the local police station is
informed about the same. Receipt is obtained from the buyer as soon as the
material is delivered.
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The Chairman of the Committee concluded the session and informed that all the
queries raised by the people have been addressed satisfactorily by the Project
Proponent,

Finally, the Convener of the public hearing committee, Shri. Sujit Dholam, Sub-
Regional Officer, MPC Board said that points raised by the audience have been

public hearing participants will be forwarded to the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India. After that, Shri.
Sujit Dholam thanked the audience for attending the environmental public
hearing of subject project and expressing their views in a peaceful manner. With
the permission of the Hon'ble Chairman, the Convener of the committee Shri.
Sujit Dholam declared that the Environmental Public Hearing has ended and
concluded the meeting by thanking the Chair.

\% /Afl@/\ i

(Shri. Sujit Dholam) (Shri. J. s. Hajare)
Sub-Regional Officer, Regional Officer,

MPC Board, Mumbai-3 and MPC Board, and Member,
Convener, Public Hearing Public Hearing Committee
Committee

(Dr. Vikas Naik)

AddI. Dist. Magistrate,
Mumbai Suburban District and
Chairman,

Public Hearing Committee

******************************************************
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