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Minutes of Meeting for the Environmental Public Hearing

Venue- Gangadhar Deshmukh Hall, Date-26.11.2021
RCF Colony, Chembur, Time-12.00 Noon
Mumbai 400074

Proposal:

Setting-up of a new Ammonium Nitrate (AN) Melt plant of 425 MT per day a
capacity at M/s Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers Limited, Trombay, Mumbai -
a Government of India Undertaking Department of Fertilizers, Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers.

Background:

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board received an application from Project
Proponent — M/s Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers Limited, for conducting an
environmental public hearing regarding the setting-up of a new Ammonium
Nitrate (AN) Melt plant of 425 MT per day capacity at Trombay Unit, Mumbai.
MPC Board requested to District Magistrate, Mumbai Suburban vide letter dated
28.09.2021 to suggest suitable date for the Public hearing for said proposal.

District Magistrate, Mumbai Suburban, has fixed the date for conducting
environmental public hearing on 26/11/2021. The advertisement for this public
hearing was published one month in advance in the daily newspaper "Navshakti"
in Marathi language and also in the daily newspaper "The Free Press Journal" in
English language on 22/10/2021.

Copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report in English and Marathi
language submitted by the Project Proponent of the proposed project were
made available at the following offices for public study:

i) Office of the Collector, Mumbai Suburban, 10™ Floor, Administrative
Building, Government Colony, Bandra (East), Mumbai,

i) Department of Environment, Government of Maharashtra, 15" Floor, New
Administrative Building, Mantralaya, Mumbai,

iii)Joint Director (Water Pollution Control), Headquarters, MPC Board, Sion,
Mumbai,

iv)Assistant Commissioner, M (West) Ward, Office Building, Sharadbhau
Acharya Marg, Chembur, Mumbai.

v) Joint Director of Industries Mumbai, Metropolitan Region, Mumbai City &
Suburbs, 702, 7*" Floor, Development Center, Dr. C. G. Gidwani Marg,
Wadwali Village, Chembur, Mumbai,

vi)Regional Officer / Sub-Regional Office, MPC Board, Sion, Mumbai.
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The public in general were appealed to send in any comment, view, suggestions
or objections regarding the proposed Project.

Public hearing:

The Environmental Public Hearing for proposed setting-up of a new Ammonium
Nitrate (AN) Melt plant of 425 MT per day capacity at Trombay, Mumbai of M/s
Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers Limited (RCF) was held on 26/11/2021 at
12:00 Noon at Gangadhar Deshmukh Hall, RCF Colony, Chembur, Mumbai
400074.

As per Office order No. E-105/2021 dated 03/11/2021 of Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board, following committee members were present:

1. Dr. Vikas Naik - Chairman
Addl. District Magistrate,
Mumbai Suburban District

2. Shri. J. S. Hajare - Member
Regional Officer,
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Mumbai

3. Shri. Sujit Dholam - Convener
Sub-Regional Officer Mumbai-3,
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Mumbai

The Minutes of the meeting for the Environmental Public Hearing for proposed
new Ammonium Nitrate (AN) Melt plant of 425 MT per day a capacity at M/s
Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers Limited, Trombay, Mumbai is as given below.

The details of the proceedings are as follows —

At the outset, Shri. Sujit Dholam, Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB and the Convener
of the public hearing, welcomed all.

With the permission of the Chairman, the proceedings of the public hearing were
started. Shri. Dholam, Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB informed that this public
hearing was being held in accordance with the provisions of the Environmental
Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 and the provisions of the Office
Memorandum dt. 09/06/2021 regarding Covid-19 pandemic issued by the
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC).

Shri. Sujit Dholam, Sub-Regional Officer, MPC Board Convener informed that the
purpose of this public hearing is to make the local people aware about the
proposed project and the environment management plan proposed by the
Project Proponent.
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Shri. Sujit Dholam, Sub-Regional Officer, MPC Board explained that, at the
beginning, the Project Consultant Project Proponent - M/s Projects and
Development India Limited will present information about the project, and then
the local residents can express their suggestions / views. He further stated that
the same can also be submitted in writing.

He further informed that the proposal is for setting-up new AN Melt plant at M/s
Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers Limited, Trombay, Mumbai. The proposal is
an initiative under ‘Aatmnirbhar Bharat’ Abhiyan.

Shri. Sujit Dholam, Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB also informed that the scope of
this committee is to conduct public hearings, take note of the objections and
comments of the local people and submit the proceedings to the government.
He informed the audience that this committee is not empowered to take any
decisions as regards to granting of any environment related permissions to the
said project.

On behalf of the Project Proponents, Shri. A. K. Singh, General Manager, M/s
Projects and Development India Limited (PDIL), the Environmental Consultant of
the project, gave a detailed presentation about the project and details of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Study.

Thereafter, Shri. Sujit Dholam, Sub-Regional Officer, opened the question and
answer session with the permission of chairman of the committee and invited
the members of the public to express environmental related concerns regarding
the project and asked them to mention their name and address before asking
the question.

Details of the questions asked and comments given by the citizens present and
the answers given by the representatives of the Project Proponents to the same
are summarized as follows:

1) Shri. Satish Deshpande, Vashi village, Chembur.

Question: During the presentation of the project it was mentioned that, the
increase in annual production of Ammonium Nitrate (AN) Melt from 1.40 Lakh
MT to 1.90 Lakh MT or after commissioning of new AN Melt, there will be
negligible effect on the environment. So negligible is how much negligible? or
there won’t be any effect at all? Also, how many ambient air monitoring stations
are there in RCF and can you increase their number?

Answer: The project consultant stated that during the environmental impact
assessment, the emission from existing capacity and increased capacity was
studied using latest software of Dispersion Modelling technique. In this study,

Page 3of 6



the increased ground level concentration of Ammonia was found to be 0.02
micrograms per cubic meter, which is negligible.

Project Proponent further stated that at RCE Trombay unit, RCF has four Ambient
Air Quality Monitoring Stations. The number and locations of these Monitoring
Stations were determined by IIT, Mumbai, by studying wind direction and other
related parameters.

2) Shri. Vidyadhar Joshi, Gandhi Maidan, Gaothan, Chembur.

Question: During the presentation of the project it was mentioned that the
water required for the proposed project will be met in-house (from the sewage
treatment plant). Does RCF employ rainwater harvesting? The proposed project
will also require electricity, which it was informed that is either produced in-
house or to some extent will be made available from M/s Tata Power. Is RCF
having a solar power generation project under consideration?

Answer: Project proponent stated that, in the factory area, the groundwater
level is quite high, due to the proximity to the sea. RCF is maintaining two ponds
inside the RCF factory premises. In addition, RCF has also set-up two Sewage
Treatment Plants. Treated water from these Sewage Treatment Plants is used to
meet the process water requirement of RCF factory.

Also, in terms of solar power generation, RCF has already installed a 2 MWp
ground mounted solar power generation facility. Moreover, solar panels have
been installed for solar power generation on some of the buildings in the RCF
factory premises.

3) Shri. Shrikant Kadu, Vittasanchay Society, Chembur.

Question: While the production of Ammonium Nitrate increases, the capacity of
the tanker parking area near Gate No. 2 should also be increased so that it does
not disturb the local residents. Because, as the production of Ammonium Nitrate
increases, the number of tankers will also increase.

Answer: The Project Proponent stated that there will be only a negligible change
in the total number of tankers due to increase in AN Melt production. This is
because, Nitric Acid and Ammonia which are raw materials for AN Melt are being
sold by tankers and increasing production of AN Melt will lead to increase in in-
house consumption of this Ammonia and Nitric acid. This will result in equivalent
reduction of sale Ammonia and Nitric Acid and thereby reduction in tanker
movement of Ammonia and Nitric acid. Thus there will be a negligible change in
the total number of tankers.
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Also RCF further informed that it has made improvements to the dedicated
tanker parking area in front of the RCF Trombay Factory Gate No. 2 for tankers
transporting RCF products. Itis has been noticed that some unauthorized tankers
are parked on the road near RCF Gate No 2. In this regard, RCF has taken-up the
matter with concerned officials of Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC)
and also with Traffic Police Department. RCF has always worked and will continue
to work to reduce traffic congestion outside Gate No. 2.

4) Mr. Jayant Kelkar, Swastik Park, Chembur.

Question: Pollution due to RCF in Chembur is very low, almost non-existent. RCF
has also been carrying out various social activities since long time. Among them,
Chembur Green project, tree plantation, distribution of tree saplings etc. are
especially noteworthy. Also the social organizations within RCF have done a lot
of social work in Chembur area. RCF is a company that produces water from
sewage and uses it in its plant so that the citizens of Mumbai, especially the
residents of Chembur, will not face water shortage. | would like to ask, whether
the medical check-up of the RCF employees is done regularly? Also, what else
does RCF plan to make the country self-sufficient in AN Melt production and
reducing dependence on imported AN Melt?

Answer: The project proponent informed that in view of the demand of AN Melt,
in addition to the proposed new AN melt plant at Trombay, RCF is also exploring
to setting-up a additional new AN Melt plant at Petroleum, Chemicals and
Petrochemicals Investment Region (PCPIR) Paradeep, Odisha and has initiated
efforts in that direction. The Project Proponent also clarified that regular medical
check-ups of RCF employees are being carried out.

5) Mr. Jayant Prakash Singh, Rajkunj Society, Chembur.

Comment: Our Rajkunj Society has about 125 flats and in Dongre Park about 220
flats with approx. 400 to 500 senior citizens living in these flats. These senior
citizens have always received medical help from RCF in case of emergency. There
are a lot of snakes in our area and the snake catcher (Sarp Mitra) in RCF help us
to catch snakes and release them in the forest. RCF has always contributed to
social work. We want RCF to continue to thrive.

The Chairman of the Committee concluded the session and informed that all the
queries raised by the people have been addressed satisfactorily by the Project
Proponent.
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Finally, the Convener of the public hearing committee, Shri. Sujit Dholam said
that points raised by the audience today have been noted. Also, the minutes of
today's public hearing, along with submissions of the Public hearing participants
will be forwarded to the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change
(MoEFCC), Government of India.

After that, Shri. Sujit Dholam thanked the audience for attending the
environmental public hearing of subject project and expressing their views in 3
peaceful manner. With the permission of the Hon'ble Chairman, the Convener of
the committee Shri. Sujit Dholam declared that the Environmental Public Hearing
has ended and concluded the meeting by thanking the Chair.

o ot

(Shri. Sujit Dholam) (Shri. J. S. Hajare)
Sub-Regional Officer, Regional Officer,

MPC Board, Mumbai-3 and MPC Board, and Member,
Convener, Public Hearing Public Hearing Committee
Committee

(Dr. Vikas Naik)

Addl. Dist. Magistrate,
Mumbai Suburban District and
Chairman,

Public Hearing Committee
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