MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED EXPANSION OF
EXISTING SUGAR UNIT CAPACITY FROM 4,900.0 TCD TO 15,000.0 TCD, CO-
GEN POWER FROM 22.5 MW TO 100.0 MW AND MOLASSES/CANE SUGAR
BASED DISTILLERY- 60.0 KLPD TO 1,100.0 KLPD, AT POST- UPALAVE, TAL -
PHALTAN, DIST — SATARA, MAHARASHTRA BY PROJECT PROPONENT M/S
SWARAJ INDIA AGRO LTD. (SIAL),

The Public Hearing for proposed expansion of existing Sugar Unit Capacity from

4,900.0 TCD to 15,000.0 TCD; Co-Gen Power from 22.5 MW to 100.0 MW and
Molasses / Cane Juice Based Distillery Plant — 60 KLPD to 1,100 KLPD At Post -
Upalave, Tal - Phaltan, Dist — Satara, Maharashtra by Project Proponent M/s Swaraj
India Agro Ltd. (SIAL), was conducted on Wednesday, the 20" October, 2021 at the
existing site of the said industry at 11.00 a.m.
) District Collector, Satara approved the date of public hearing on Wednesday,
the 20" October, 2021 and as per the Notification dated 14-09-2006 issued by Ministry
of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Govt. of India, (MocEFCC, Gol), New Delhi
and subsequent amendment on 01-12-2019, Member Secretary, Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board, Mumbai has constituted Public Hearing Panel vide Board’s Office Order
No. E- 92 of 2021 under letter no. BO/JD (WPC)/PH/B- 211014-FTS-0150, dated 14-
10-2021:- _

1) District Magistrate-Satara _ Chairman
or his representative not below
the rank of an Additional District
Magistrate

2) Regional Officer, MPCB, Pune Member
(Representative of Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board)

3) Sub Regional Officer, Convener
MPCB, Satara

Shri L. S. Bhad, Sub Regional Officer, MPCB, Satara and Convener of the
Environment Public Hearing Committee welcomed Shri Sunil Thorve, Additional District
Magistrate, Satara and Chairman of the Environment Public Hearing Committee; Shri
Nitin Shinde, I/c Regional Officer, MPCB, Pune and Member of the Environment Public
Hearing Committee; Environmentalists, NGOs, Journalists and Company Officials and
local people/participants who were present and informed that as per the Environment
Impact Assessment Notification of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Govt. of India, (i.e. MoEF & CC, Gol) dated 14" September, 2006 as amended on 1%t
December, 2009, itis mandatory to conduct prior public consultation to certain projects
which are covered in the schedule of the said Notification.

Convener of the Environment Public Hearing Committee informed that the
meeting is called in the background of Covid-19. Hence, it is requested all the
participants to follow strict guidelines of Govt. of india. As per the guidelines, only 100
persons are allowed in a session. If the participants are more, then remaining will be
allowed in next session. The sessions will continue till all the participants are given
opportunity to attend the meeting. The thermal scanning and use of sanitizer is kept at
the entrance of the pandol and it is compulsory to wear a mask and follow the social
distancing amongst the persons in the meeting hall.

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board was in receipt of application from Project
Proponent M/s Swaraj India Agro Ltd. (SIAL), At Post — Upalave, Tal - Phaltan, Dist -
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Satara, Maharashtra for their proposed expansion in existing unit of Sugar [
from 4,900.0 TCD to 15,000.0 TCD; Co-Gen Power from 22.% MW to 10%.0 ?\:/R/r\)/a:rl;tg
Molasses / Cane Juice Based Distillery Plant — 60 KLPD to 1,100 KLPD .

The Convener further informed that this existing project is established outside
the Industrial Zone and as per EIA Notification, 2006 the category of project falls under
Category A 1 (d), 5 (j) and 5 (g), which requires to obtain prior Environmental Clearance
from the Environment, Forest and Climate Change Department, Govt of India, New
Delhi (MoEF & CC, Gol), for which prior environmental consultation is mandatory.

Convener informed that the aim of conducting prior public consultation is to make
aware, local people who can be participate in the hearing and they should know the
developmental activities and Environment Management Plan of the unit.

Project Proponent had submitted online prescribed application alongwith pre-
feasibility report to the MoEF & CC, Gol, New Delhi  for Terms of Reference (ToR) to
conduct of EIA studies and MoEF & CC, Gol, New Delhi has considered the project and
given online approval on 14-05-2021.

As per said Notification, 30 days’ advance public notice was published by Sub
Regional Office, MPCB Satara in the Local Newspaper in Daily Pudhari for Marathi
and in National Newspaper daily Indian Express for English on 19/09/2021. The public
were appealed to send their suggestions, views, doubts or objections regarding the
proposed unit. Mr. H. Madhubabu, President, Rihas, Rural Environment Education and
Health Awareness Society, Mushirabad, Hyderabad sent notifications and support via
e-mail.

Also copy of EIA report and executive summery were made available at various
notified offices of Government i.e. Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Zonal Office, West Central Zone, New Secretariat Building, Ground Floor, East Wing,
Civil Line, Nagpur-440 001; District Magistrate Office, Satara; Zilla Parishad Office,
Satara; District Industries Centre Office, Satara; Tahsildar Office- Phaltan, District —
Satara; Grampanchayat office at Upalave, Tal — Phaltan, District — Satara, Sub Regional
Office, MPCB, Satara; Regional Office, MPCB, Pune and at Head Office of MPCB at
Mumbai, Environment & Climate Change Department, Govt. of Maharashtra, New
Administrative Building, Mantralaya, Mumbai and on the website of MPCB. The public
in general were appealed to send any suggestion or objections, if any regarding the

proposed new distillery project.
Convener informed that participants can raise their  views,

suggestions/objections for the proposed expansion of the projectin environmental angle
only, orally as well as in writing also.

With the permission of Chairman, Project Environment Consultant gave
presentation on geographical location of the proposed unit, proposed impact on the
environment due to proposed project and details of Environment Management Plan of
the proposed unit.

Environment Consultant informed that Project Proponent has planned for various
pollution control measures with the capital cost of Rupees 2,020/~ Lakh and for their
annual maintenance, Rs. 79.45 lakhs are reserved.

The Project Proponent have fixed 0.5% as per the guidelines of the Government
of India in the Corporate Environment Responsibility Fund (CER Fund). The total cpst
of the project is Rs 950 crore. The project promoters have proposed Rs 4.75 crore which

will be spent in the first five years as per the instructions.
Itis informed by the Environment Consultant that not a drop of treated/untreated

effluent will be discharged outside the factory and this projegt is Zero Liq_u.id Discharge
(ZLD). Due to expansion of the project, local people will get job opportunities and there
will be tremendous increase in the local business.
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A Electro Static Precipitator will be installed to- prevent the air pol!ution in the project.
The expansion of the project wili provide direct employment opportunities to the locals
and will also benefit the indirect business in the area.

The Environmental Consultant said that since the project expansion will be

done on existing site, no additional land will be required for the expansion. Sugarcane
contains 70% water. The wastewater generated during the production process will be
processed and reused in the manufacturing process.
After presentations, Convener, Environment Public Hearing Committee appealed the
participants to raise their views, suggestions or objections regarding propose plant in
environmental angle only. Also written suggestions and support from N. Ramesh,
Environmental Social Worker, Hyderabad, Telangana and K. Ashok, President Save
Earth Metro Urban and Rural Development Society, Hyderabad, Telangana.

Following persons have taken part in the discussions and the answers were given
by Project Environment Consultant/Project Proponent/ Environment Public
Hearing Committee:-
1) Shri_Vithal Sawant, Residence — Sawantwadi, Sitamai Dongar, Tal -
Phaltan, Dist — Satara :-

Congratulations on behalf of all our people residing in the region for planning
to expand the project. It is also important to see if all Environmental Laws are followed
in the project as stated in the Presentation.

The survey in the radius of 10 k.m. of the project site is carried out. However,
Sawantwadi is in Upalve Gram Panchayat. Revenue is not separated. So why was the
survey not conducted in Sawantwadi village?

How the wastewater generated in the project will be dispose off ?

If the wastewater is treated and recycled as mentioned in the presentation, then
itis good. But we request that the wastewater should be disposed of in the project itself,
not outside the project and in the river. :

The environmental consultant answered that this is a very important question
has been asked. The samples were collected during the survey of this area. At that
time, the representative samples were also collected.

The samples, have also collected at the project location and samples have aiso been
taken in the nearby Upalve village. The samples within the radius of 10 km. of the
project site are also collected.

The second question he asked was about the wastewater generated from the
project and its disposal.

As per the directives of the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change,
Government of India, New Delhi and the Central Pollution Control Board, the distillery
project has been made mandatory to have Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD).

In the project we are going to use technology i.e. MEE, which is called as multi
effect evaporator, the spent wash will be evaporated into MEE and it will be processed.

The vapors which will be generated will be treated in the CPU. (Condensate
Polishing Unit) and treated water will be reused in the production process. For the pulp
th: is formed in it, a boiler of capacity 75 TPH will be installed and the pulp will be burnt
in it.

2) Shri Ramdas Hanumant Jadhav, Member, Grampanchayat Yeloshi, Tal-

Phaltan, Dist-Satara :-

We are not at all opposing the expansion of the project. The project
should be expanded. Without expansion of the project, the local peaple will not
b_e benefitted. But local people should not suffer due to poliution of water and
air. What measures will be initiated to prevent air pollution due to production
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3)

4)

5)

process? Today, the city residents are going out to get some good air. Hence,
measures taken for air pollution control should be informed.

‘ Project Environment Consultant remarked that this is one of the important
guestlons. This is sugar factory. Here the bagasse will be used as fuel, which
is available in plenty. After burning of bagasse in boiler, the ash will be produced.
The Fly ash in bagasse is only 2% and sulfur content is 0.05%. 1t will be collected
in silo & will be made available to local brick manufacturers.

We will install air pollution control devices to control pollution from
chimneys. it-is called it ESP i.e. Eleciro Static Precipitator. The efficiency of
ESP is 99.9% to control the pollution. We will fix ESP to the stack/chimney.

As, there is less pollution from the fuel, the bagasse in the sugar factory
is @ by-product, which we use as fuel. Itis very low in ash and sulfur. The height
of the chimney and ESP will be as per the directives issued buy CPCB. These
preventive steps will be taken to control air pollution.

Shri Popat Mahadeo Pawar, Dy.Sarpanch, Darechi Wadi Grampanchayat,
Tal-Phaltan, Dist-Satara :

How the project expansion will benefit the local farmers?

Environment Consultant informed that the project includes an expansion
of the sugar division. The advantage of farmers in this area is that the crop of
sugarcane is very largely cultivated by the farmers in this area. With the
expansion, capacity will increase and farmers will be able to harvest their crops
on time.

The sugarcane crushing will be carried at the appropriate time. There will
not be any delay. Project Proponent has planned to expand the distillery unit
along with the sugar factory.

We are blending Ethanol into petrol in the ethanol blending program is as
per the new policy of the Central Government. Now we blend 5% in petrol, next
stage we will do 10% and thenafter we will go up to 20%.

Ethanol production will improve the financial condition of the factory. If the
factory becomes financially strong, sugarcane growing farmers can be given
extra price. The alternative will only benefit the farmers.

Shri Dnyaneshwar Pundlik Sarat, Residence — Dhaval villaqe, Tal — Phaltan,

Dist — Satara :-

How long will it take to expand and operate the project?
Environment Consultant informed that after obtaining the Consent and No

Objection Certificate, firstly the sugar factory will be expanded. Afterwards co-

gen will be expanded. o
Expansion will be done in phases starting from 500.0 kiloliters per day to

1100.0 kiloliters per day in phases. The entire project will be operational in to 2
1/2 years.

The Convener of the Environment Public Hearing Committee appealed tp
the participants to fearlessly present any suggestions, objections regarding their
proposed project. _

Shri H. Madhu Babu, Social Environment Worker, Rural Environment
Education & Health Awareness Society, Hyderabad :-

| want to give 2-3 suggestions. Project Proponent has planned to e)_q_aand
the project. Due to expansion of the project, there are ch'an'ces for the additional
job opportunities. Local people should be given priority in JObS'. o

Similarly, it appears that the green belt development in your project is
going well. CSR and CER funds should be spent only in the project affected
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areas. He had brought a request suggestions letter with him. He requested that
the suggestions be sent to the Administration alongwith the environmental impact
assessment report.

Member, Environmental Public Hearing Committee appealed the
participants to raise any suggestions, objections regarding the proposed project.
Those who want to submit written suggestion/objections, they can submit. It will
be submitted alongwith minutes of the meeting, final EIA report to Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Govt. of India, New Delhi.

Member, Environment Public Hearing Committee appealed again all the
participants to raise any suggestions/objections. There was no response from
the participants. .

Member, Environment Public Hearing Committee thanked all
participants for attending the meeting and raising the issues and as per
permission of the Hon’ble Chairman, declared that the meeting is compieted.

The meeting ended extending thanks to the Chair.

The 3 suggestions/objections received are enclosed.

S — il
(L. S. Bhad) W

Convener, ' Member,
Environment Public Hearing Environment Public Hearing
Committee Committee
And And
Sub Regional Officer, In-charge Regional Officer,
MPCB, Satara MPCB, Pune
{
N
(Sunil Thorye)
Chairman,
Environment Public Hearing Committee
And
Additional District Magistrate-Satara,
Dist — Satara
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