MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PROPOSED
ESTABLISHMENT OF 105.0 KLPD DISTILLLERY AT GAT NO.40/3 & 315,
AT POST — TEMBHU & BABARMACHI, TAL — KARAD, DIST — SATARA,
MAHARASHTRA BY PROJECT PROPONENT M/S APRO BIO-FUELS
PVT. LTD., AT POST — TEMBHU & BABARMACHI, TAL-KARAD, DIST -
SATARA, MAHARASHTRA

The Public Hearing for proposed establishment of 105.0 KLPD
Distillery at Gat N0.40/3 & 315, At Post — Tembhu & Babarmachi, Tal - Karad,
Dist — Satara, Maharashtra by Project Proponent M/s Apro Bio-Fuels Pvt. Ltd.,
was conducted on Friday, ‘the 29" Qctober, 2021 at the site of the said
industry at 12.00 noon.

As per the Notification dated 14-09-2006 issued by Ministry of
Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Govt. of India, (MoEFCC, Gol), New
Delhi and subsequent amendment on 01-12-2019, Member Secretary,
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Mumbai has constituted Public Hearing
Panel vide Board’s Office Order No. E- 93 of 2021 under letter no. BO/JD
(WPC)/PH/B- 211014-FTS-01486, , dated 14" October, 2021:-

1) District Magistrate-Satara Chairman
or his representative not below
the rank of an Additional District
Magistrate

2) Regional Officer, MPCB, Pune Member
(Representative of Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board)

3) Sub Regional Officer, Convener
MPCB, Satara

Shri L. S. Bhad, Sub Regional Officer, MPCB, Satara and Convener
of the Public Hearing Committee welcomed all and informed that the meeting
is called in the background of Covid-19. Hence, it is requested all the
participants to follow strict guidelines of Govt. of India. As per the guidelines,

only 100 persons are allowed in a session. If the participants are more, then
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remaining will be allowed in next session. The sessions will continue till all
the participants are given opportunity to attend the meeting. The thermal
checking and use of sanitizer is kept at the entrance of the pandol and now it
is compulsory to wear a mask and follow the social distancing amongst the
persons in the meeting hall.

Shri L. S. Bhad, Sub Regional Officer, MPCB, Satara and Convener
of the Environment Public Hearing Committee welcomed Shri Sunil Thorve,
Additional District Magistrate, Satara and Chairman of the Environment Public
Hearing Committee; Shri Nitin Shinde, In-charge Regional Officer, MPCB,
Pune and Member of the Environment Public Hearing Committee;
Environmentalists, NGOs, Journalists and Company Officials and local
people/participants who were present and informed that as per the
Environment Impact Assessment Notification of Ministry of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change, Govt. of India, (i.e. MoEF & CC, Gol) dated 14t
September, 2006 as amended on 15t December, 2009, it is mandatory to
conduct prior public consultation to certain projects which are covered in the
schedule of the said Notification.

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board was in receipt of application from
Project Proponent M/s Apro Bio-Fuels Pvt. Ltd., at Gat No.40/3 & 315, At Post
— Tembhu & Babarmachi, Tal - Karad, Dist — Sa;(ara,

Maharashtra, for their proposed establishment of 105.0 KLPD Distillery at
Gat No.40/3 & 315, At Post — Tembhu & Babarmachi, Tal - Karad, Dist —
Satara, Maharashtra.

The Convener further informed that this project is established outside
the Industrial Zone and as per EIA Notification, 2006 the category of project
falls under Category A 5 (g), which requires to obtain prior Environmental
Clearance from the Environment, Forest and Climate Change Department,
Govt of India, New Delhi (MoEF & CC, Gol), for which prior environmental
consultation is mandatory. _

Convener informed that the aim of conducting prior public consultation
is to make aware, local people who can be participant in the hearing and they
should know the developmental activities and Environment Management Plan
of the unit.

Project Proponent had submitted online application in prescribed
format alongwith pre-feasibility report to the MoEF & CC, Gol, New Delhi for
Terms of Reference (ToR) for conduct of EIA studies on 11-05-2021 and
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MoEF & CC, Gol, New Delnhi has considered the project and given online
approval on 13-05-2021.

As per said thiﬁcation, 30 days’ advance public notice was published
by Sub Regional Office, MPCB Satara in the Local Newspaper i.e. Daily
Sakal in Marathi and in National Newspaper daily Indian Express in English
on 28-09-2021. The public were appealed to attend, send their suggestions,
views, doubts or objections regarding the proposed unit.

Also copy of EIA report and executive summery were made available
at various notified offices of Government i.e. Ministry of Environment, Forest
& Climate Change, Zonal Officé, West Central Zone, New Secretariat
Building, Ground Floor, East Wing, Civil Line, Nagpur-440 001; District
Magistrate Office, Satara; Zilla Parishad Office, Satara; District Industries
Centre Office, Satara; Tahsildar, Tahsil Office- Karad, District — Satara;
Grampanchayat office at Tembhu & Babarmachi, Tal —Karad, Dist — Satara;
Sub Regional Office, MPCB, Satara; Regional Office, MPCB, Pune and at
Head Office of MPCB at Mumbai, Environment & Climate Change
Department, Govt. of Maharashtra, New Administrative Building, Mumbai and
on the website of MPCB. The public in general were appealed to send their
suggestion or objection regarding the proposed new distillery project.

Convener informed that participants can raise their views,
suggestions/objections for the proposed establishment of the project in
environmental angle only, orally as well as in writing also.

Convener requested Chairman of the Public Hearing Committee to
permit to start the proceedings.

With the permission of Chairman, Project Environment Consultant gave
geographical location of the proposed unit, proposed impact on the
environment due to the proposed project and details of Environment
Management Plan of the proposed unit.

Environment Consultant informed that Project Proponent has reserved
capital investment fund of Rupees 2,590/- Lakh for provision of various
Environment Protection System and for their annual maintenance, Rs.184.00
lakhs is reserved.

It is informed by the Environment Consultant that not a single drop of
treated effluent will be discharged outside the factory and this project is Zero
Liquid Discharge (ZLD). The most advance technology of EIéctro Static

Precipitator will be installed in the project to control of air pollution. Due to this
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At this time Mr. Bhandare expressed his opinion that you have to go
to the Government of Maharashtra to get permission for this water. For
this, availability of additional water is required. If water is not available,
what other options do you have?

The project environmental consultant said that 88% of the water
required for the project will be treated and reused in the project. There is
requirement of 12% of fresh water. If it is not allowed, we have to get
permission from the Competent -Authority for ground water. That option is
open to us.

c) Shri Bhandare remarked that the word “Local Vendor” is used in

the presentation. It should be explained.
The Environmental Consultant said it was up to the company
administration to decide from which locals to buy the material.
However, it can be promised that 85-90% of the employment in the
project will be given to the local people But the company
administration will decide who will be the contractor, the seller.

d) Shri Bhandare inquired about the spent wash and its components.

This time the environmental consultant said you may have seen
previous distillary projects. There were odour, mosquitoes, flies
nusiance. Because the spent wash was stored. That will not be the
case in this project. There will be only five days’ capacity spent wash
storage, only one tank, and the entire spent wash will be converted
into powder form.
Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium (NPK) are depleted in spent
wash. Generally, 2% Nitrogen, Phosphorus 1.5% and Potassium
8.5 to 9%. In addition, it contains 65% of organic matter. Organic
carbon is 30%.

e) Shri Bhandare further asked about green belt development and said
that even if we are going to plant trees as per the norms, we should
plant trees which provide oxygen for 24 hours e.g.- Wad, Pimpal or
Bamboo.

The Project Environmental Consultant informed that we can
definitely think to cultivate Wad, Pimpal, as they belong to the
Phytus family. However, bamboo belongs to grass class. Evergreen

trees will be planted and will not plant deciduous frees;




f)We understood the amount which will be spent for Corporate

Environment Responsibility (CER) fund. But since when are you
going to implement that CER scheme?

It is informed by the Environment Consuitant that we have been

given a period of five years. It has to be implemented within five
years after the project is made operational. For that, a concrete a
plan has to be prepared. A committee will be constituted for this.
The locals will be involved in it. Plans will be implemented with the
coopération of all.
In the report, it is mentioned that there is no historical place within
the 10 k.m.radius of the project. Which criteria is used, as the Amba
Mata temple is here and the Lakshmi Narayan temple in the village
are ancient temples? They are not mentioned in the historical
context.

The Environment Consultant answered that the historical
and religious places which have been notified by the State and
Central Government have to be mentioned in the report. The criteria
of the State and Central Government may be different.

The fish that you studied while carrying the environmental survey
and showed the photo in the presentation is not at all found in our
area. The environmental consultant replied that you know the
current state of the environment from the health of the fish. This fish
is found in the river Krishna near Karad. The local fishermen call
this fish as paplets only, which founds in fresh water.

You have mentioned about the stack/chimney. You have also
informed that the dust will spread upto 1.3 kilometer. [n which
direction it will go? Whether it will go towards western side?

The Environment Consultant answered that the direction of the wind
changes. The smoke will not have any ill effect. Air pollution
control devices will be installed at the project. Similarly, Online
Continuous Monitoring System will be operational in the project. It

is connected to the MPCB server at Mumbai and CPCB server at
New Detlhi.

J) Shri Bhandare asked further question that in the report on page

no.77, we did not understand the point number 3.12.6. That should
be explained.



4)

5)

Sugarcane will be the raw material in the project. After crushing
one ton of sugarcane, you get 70 liters of alcohol. This means 1500
tons per day is required for 105 KLPD. Mr. Laxman Patil suggested that
sugarcane from the local & neighboring villages should be given
priority. The Project Consultant replied that, this will save
transportation cost. Therefore, sugarcane from the local farmers will be
taken. Shri Patil said that if the factory takes the cane of the locals,
then the locals will definitely cooperate the industry. Good luck with the
project.

Shri Jagannath Patil, Residence- Koregaon, Dist-Satara:-

How many days the proposed distillery will be in operation?

The distillery project will be operational for 330 days
throughout the yeari.e. 11 months. Closed for one month maintenance.
As long as there is a sugarcane crop, the distillation project will run for
330 days on the raw material of sugarcane juice, other times molasses

will be used.
Shri Sandeep Chodankar, Member, Jal! Saksharta Kendra,

Maharashtra Government :-

The Government of Maharashtra has passed the Maharashtra
Water Literacy Act in 2016. The state of Maharashtra is the only state
in India where efforts are being made to make every person water
literate. The presentation given was well with that concept. About
100% of you are going to recycle water. You are going to reuse 88% of
treated water. So, for the remaining 12% of water, my suggestion would
be, what is your roof top? If you take the rooftop in the catchment and
cultivate it and use that water, you will be 100% water complacent. He
further suggested that we see the catchment area of the mountain. But
there will be a good amount of rainwater. Rainfall is not mentioned in
the presentation, it should be mentioned. However, contamination is

found in groundwater.
However, it was suggested that a (RO) reverse osmosis mechanism

should be implemented. Instead, the water literacy mission is to raise

awareness at the Gram Panchayat level. It has water lovers, water warriors.

No matter how much rain falls in an area, how many wells there are, how much

water will be carried away, if water is pumped, the RO system will not be
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sustainable in the future. The same water can be reused if groundwater
pollution is reduced.

| don't think that the project will be harmful to the environment,

because as per the Presentation, various measures have been taken.
He further said that there is biofuel for solid. Let's see if we can make solid
waste to energy i.e. Waste to Energy. It is understood from the villagers that
the area of Tembu and Babarmachi is sensitive for tourism. Efforts should be
made to use solid waste, plastic for producing energy.

You are spending 25% on the environment. If some of these
measures are taken, you are going to spend Rupees Two Crores for the
maintenance. So put a medium of water literacy. There is an Act of 2016.
Whatever the villages are, they will be attached to this company and if the
company keeps co-ordinate, then there will be a strong, an ideal project.

The project consultant said that we will work as a platform.

6) Shri Anandrao Shivajirao Jankude, Residene — Karve Gaon, Tal —

Koregaon, Dist — Satara :-

We have been given very good information about the
project. We are happy that this project is being built in a modern way.
The local people will get employment opportunities. Just now in the
meeting, a farmer from Koregaon said that if our sugarcane crop is
given to the factory, it would be benefit to the farmers. There will be
development of the area. This project will have the full support of the
farmers of our Karve village. This project should be completed soon.

Environment Consultant thanked for the support.

7) Shri Rupesh Rangnath Pawar, Residence — Govari village, Dist —

Satara :-Shri Pawar informed that in between Govari and Babarmachi
village, | have eight acres of land. We do farming. There is a feeling
that something bad will happen because of this project.

If the people are thinking that due to this project, the villages of
Koregaon and Karve will suffer and other side, they also think that their
sugarcane crop should be purchased by the factory, then it is totally
wrong. [f the Project Proponent is building this project considering all
views, hence in mind, he should be supported.
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8) Shri Aniket Vilasrao Pawar, Residence — Wagaon, Tal — Karad, Dist

— Satara :-

| am the son of a farmer family. My question was noticed in the
presentation that bagasse will be used as fuel for the boiler. This is Karad
Taluka, which has earned name and fame in the co-operative movements
and also made a name for itself in the agricultural process.
In our Karad Taluka, there are two sugar factories, Khandasari projects
& jaggery powder project, sugarcane juice selling shops. However,
sugarcane of this Karad Taluka is taken by the éugar factories in neighboring
Sangli, Kolhapur district. Even though, the sugarcane of local farmers is not
crushed in time. It means Member of the sugar factory does not get justice.
The hard work and money spent by farmer-member, does not pay off on time.
Now if 1500 tons per day sugar cane is taken as raw material for 105 KLPD
distillery plant, then the sugarcane of local farmers will be crushed in time. It
is informed in the meeting that Apro Biofuels will always remain as competitor
with other sugar factories, then there is no question of sugarcane price. Now
time has come that the sugar factory, whether it is co-operative or private,
those who will pay FRP in one installment should be supported. The local
people will also get job opportunities. There will be tremendous increase in
the indirect business of the area.
Hence, | am supporting the project.
9) Shri Uday Waghmare, Resident-Hajarmachi, Tal — Karad, Dist —

Satara :-

Shri Uday Waghmare said that he is Environment Engineer. He
is working as Environment Consuitant in Oman. He said that the
presentation given was technically correct and ifissues of local villages
are considered, then CSR fund is already explained. We have already
observed that there is vast difference in Planning and Implementation.
Hence, Monitoring System is also needed. Here, there are some local
experts who are available. In foreign countries, the technical evolution
is always checked. Hence, if there is evolution criteria, whether we, the

local experts will be included in technical evolution committee.

Environment Consultant answered that two points are to be

explained here. First, you are dedicated Environmentalists. What ever
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goes on in the project is going to be displayed on digital display outside.
But if you want to enter in tne Technical Evolution Committee, it is the
policy matter which will dealt by factory management. Project
Consultant requested management of the factory to give answer.
Here Shri Balaji Pratapsingh Jadhav, Managing Director

answered that for the Technical Evolution, everybody will be involved.

10)Shri Ibraj Bhoite, Sarpanch, Tembhu, Tal — Karad, Dist — Satara :-

Shri Bhoité suggested that CER Fund point should be
considered. Environment Consultant informed that it will noted in the
minutes of the meeting also. Some participants desired detailed
informat'ion regarding CER Fund. At this moment, Environment
Consultant informed that in the Final EIA Report the points of solar
energy, solid waste management and common toilet blocks to be
provided in nearby villeges will be included. Here the issues arises of
duplication of work. Hence, first villages will have to be selected for
which Committee of the Local People is essential. Shri lbraj Bhoite
remarked that Tembhu village should be given priority. Environment
Consultant gave opinion that the Committee should be of Technical and

_Administrétive type.

Here Shri lbraj Bhoite remarked that as Water Conservation is
important subject, it should be included.  Environment
Consultant agreed for it.

11)Shri Vijeyendra Patil, Residence — Koregaon, Dist — Satara :-
" How much daily alcohol will be produced in the plant?
There will be 105.0 Kilo Liter of Alcohol daily, it means there will
be 1 lakh 5000 litre production of Alcohol. |
- Convener, Environment Public Hearing Committee appealed all
the participants to raise any suggestion or objections regarding the
proposed project.
1 2)Shri Nandkumar Suryawanshi, Resident — Wa-nqi, Representative
of Sonhira Sakhar Karkhana -

Shri‘Nandkumar Suryawanshi remarked that Environment Consultant

very nicely given the information regarding Environment Management Plan.
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Now the distillery which will be established here and there is Rule for distance
criteria of the Central and State Government. The information should also be
given to Project Proponent. This project will be beneficial for the development
of the area. It will help for the local development. While installing such a good
project, there should not be any trouble/difficulty to Project Proponent and he
should not suffer. Hence, it is requested that permission regarding distance

criteria please be obtained from the Competent Authority, this is request.

13)Shri_Daulatrao Vasantrao Patil, Residence — Lohgaon, Tal — Jat,
Dist — Sangli :- '

There was a good deal of discussion at the environmental public
hearing. Our area i.e.Jat TaluKa is'reiatively drier than here. The extra income
from sugarcane due to the abundant water here, the new projects coming up
here for the prﬁduction of by-products, is a very good thing. So we are ready
to give a 'helping hand, without which the business will not grow.
Congratulations to the project promoters and the people for this project.

Convener, Environment Public Hearing Committee appealed all the
participants to raise any suggestion or objections regarding the proposed
project.

14)Shri_Vasantrao Babasaheb ' Chavan,Representative, Sahyadri

Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana :-

This is a public hearing on environmental issues, but we have the
Sugar Cane Control Order of 1966 and on behalf of our factory, as per Clause

2 of ébove Order, we are submitting our objection letter to the Environmental

Public Hearing Committee. However, it is a request to file an objection letter
from our factory. Now. the distillery which will be established here and there is
Rule for distance criteria of the Central and State Government. The

_information should also be given to Project Proponent.
Member, Environment Public Hearing Committee said that

p‘articipanté have raised many issues related to the proposed project, as well
as various environmental suggestions and objections. He appealed to the
participants to submit any suggestions, objections about the proposed project.
Those who want to submit written suggestions/objections, they should submit
it. Those who want to submit written suggestions, objections should submit
them now or submit them to the local Sub-Regional Office, MPCB, Satara.

Member, Environment Public Hearing Committee appealed all to raise

their views. There was no response.
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Member, Environment Public Hearing Committee informed that
minutes of the meeting will be prepared and it will be submitted alognwith
written suggestions/objections and Final EIA report to Environment, Forest &
Climate Change, Govt. of India, New Delhi. An Expert Committee will take
further decision accordingly.

Member, Environment Public Hearing Committee thanked all for
attending the meeting and raising their views, suggestions or objections and
with the permission of Chairman, Environment Public Hearing Committee
declared that the meeting is concluded.

Thé meeting ended extending thanks to the Chair.

The 05 suggestions/objections received are enclosed.

i Slwcle

(L. S. Bhad)

Convener, : Member,
Environment Public Hearing Environment Public Hearing
Committee Committee
And . And
Sub Regional Officer, In-charge Regional Officer,

MPCB, Satara MPCB, Pune

it
{
(Sunil Thorve)
Chairman,
Environment Public Hearing Committee
And
'Additional District Magistrate-Satara,

Dist — Satara
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