MINUTES OF ONLINE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING

Minutes Of Online Environmental Public Hearing For Sand Mining
Located In Ambegaon Taluka On Ghod River In Pune District.

The public hearing for Sand Mining located in Ambegaon taluka on Ghod river
at Pargaon Avasari(Bk) (2.73 Hector), Lakhangaon(2.40 Hector), Devgaon(1.44
Hector), Kathapur(1.13 Hector), Chinchodi(1.68 Hector) in Pune district was
conducted on 02.06.2021, Wednesday by way of Online platform on Google Meet
Application at 11.00 AM

As per the Notification dated 14-09-2006 issued by Ministry of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change, Govt. of India, (MoEFCC, Gol), New Delhi and subsequent
amendment on 01-12-2019, Member Secretary, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,
Mumbai has constituted Public Hearing Panel vide Office Order No.E - 42 of 2021
issued under letter no.BO/JD(WPC)/PH/B - 210527-FTS-0091, Dated 27-05-2021 as
below :-

1) District Magistrate, Pune - Chairman
or his representative not below the
rank of an Additional District Magistrate

2) Regional Officer, MPCB, Pune - Member
(Representative of
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board)

3) Sub Regional Officer, Pune-2 - Convener
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,
Pune.

Shri Nitin Shinde, Sub Regional Officer, Pune-ll, MPCB, Pune and Member,
Convener of the Public Hearing Committee welcomed Hon'ble Chairperson of the
Public Hearing Committee, Government Officials and public who were present on
Google Meet Online platform informed that as per the EIA Notification of Ministry of
Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Govt. of India, (i.e. MoEF & CC, Gol) dated
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14! September, 2006 as amended on 1%t December, 2009, it is mandatory to conduct
prior public consultation to certain projects which are covered in the schedule of the
said Notification.

He informed that the Maharashtra Pollution Control Board was in receipt of
application from District Mining Officer, Collector Office Pune has submitted proposal
of Public Hearing for sand degreasing of Sand Ghat spots located in Ambegaon
Taluka on Ghod river in Pune District.

The Member, Convener further informed that this project will have to obtain
Environmental Clearance from an Expert Committee i.e. SEIAA — State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority Department of Environment, Govt. of Maharashtra,
Mumbai, for which prior public consultation is mandatory. As per EIA Notification,
2006 the category of project falls under Category B2. )

Member, Convener of the Public Hearing Committee informed that the aim of

conducting prior public consultation is to make aware, local people who can be
participant in the hearing and they should know the developmental activities and
Environment Management Plan of the unit.
As per said Notification, 30 days’ advance public notice was published in the
newspaper wide circulated in local newspaper Daily Loksatta for Marathi and in
national newspaper Daily Indian Express for English on 10-04-2021. The public were
appealed to send their suggestions or objections regarding the proposed expansion
of the concerned unit.

The said Public Hearing was scheduled at Tabhsil
OfficeAmbegaon(Ghodegaon), Tal- Ambegaon, Dist-Pune at 11:00 AM. However due
to COVID-19 epidemic the aforesaid public hearing was postponed by the orders of
Hon'ble District Collector, Pune on 12.05.2021. Then it had been decided to conduct

the aforesaid Public Hearing as per the letter TfAFA/FIMA/29/303¢  dated

24.05.2021 of District Collector, Collector Office, Pune and same is scheduled on
02.06.2021, Wednesday by way of Online platform on Google Meet Application:
meet.google.com/tun-sonm-bhx for Junnar Taluka at 11.00 AM.

Also a copy of executive summery were made available at various notified
offices of Government i.e. Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, West-
East Division Office, New Secretariat Building, Grbund Floor, East Wing, Civil Lines,
Nagpur — 440 001; District Magistrate Office-Pune; Additional District Magistrate
Office-Pune; Zilla Parishad Office-Pune; District Industries Centre-Office, Pune;
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Tahsildar—Ambegaon(Ghodegaon), Tal- Ambegaon, Dist-Pune; Sub Regional Office,
MPCB, Pune-ll; Regional Office, MPCB, Pune-and at Head Office of MPCB at
Mumbai; Environment Department, Govt. of Maharashtra, Mumbai and on the website
of MPCB. The public in general were appealed to send any suggestions or objections

regarding the above project on sropune2@mpcb.gov.in & ropune@mpcb.gov.in.

The Convener further informed that objection is received from Mrs. Pushpa
Amol Korade and Shri. Amol Shankarrao Korade, Bori Bk, Tal. Junnar, Dist. Pune
through E-mail dtd. 02/06/2021.

He further requested that,after presentation, the participants can raise any
suggestions or objections regarding expansion of the project in environmental angle.
He appealed Chairperson of the Committee to allow to start the proceedings.

Dr. Jayashree Katare, Chairperson of Public Hearing Committee welcomed all
on online platform and informed officials of the project to explain the details and
environment management plan of the project in local language Marathl She also
appealed general public to give objection / suggestion if any about the project after
their technical presentation.

The Environmental Consultant appointed by the Project Proponent gave detail
presentation on all Sand Ghats as mentioned above with respect to Project Location,
quantities of sand to be excavated, type of excavation, area of individual project,
survey no / gut no, environmental settings, nearby villages and eco sensitive areas
within five km radius, tree plantation on approach road, Environment Management
Plan prepared (EMP) and Baseline Monitoring Results. He also gave details on
Corporate Environment Responsibility (CER) and funds for each sand blocks. He gave
the brief on social awareness programme to be conducted in future by the Project
Proponent / Bidder.

After presentation, the Public Hearing Committee appealed all to raise their
suggestions or objections of the project in environment angle.




FOLLOWINGS HAVE PARTICIPATED DURING THE DISCUSSIONS, QUESTIONS
AND ANSWER GIVEN BY PROJECT PROPONENT / PROJECT CONSULTANT /
PUBLIC HEARING COMMITTEE:-

1) Shri Vishal Karande, Resident of Kathapur, Tal: Ambegaon, Dist-Pune:

Question raised: Will the excavation be carried out manually. Further he
added that it has been observed that the contractor used JCB or Poclain or
other Machineries to excavate the sand. He asked to stop such practice in
future.

How and who will look after the repair & maintenance / activities listed to
compensate the pollution effect? And there is also concern regarding the
approach road.

Explanation: The District Mining Officer , Collector office,Pune has informed
that the proposed excavation will be ensured by manually only and no
Machineries will be allowed to use. '

He further explained that if any damage caused or pollution takes place, it will
take care by successful bidder / contactor. It will ensure that they will maintain
the road in good condition and also sprinkle the water to suppress the fugitive
dust emission. The funds will be collected after sand is completely excavated
as per the mining plan and measuring the total brass removed. This quantity of
sand excavated will be multiplied by Rs. 400 and from this total amount,
minimum 10% will be allotted to Gram Panchayat. He also gave brief
explanation on how these figures arrived from the quantity of bras excavated
into rate and percentage of total amount which will be paid to the gram
panchayat for developmental work in the area of environmental éevelopment.
Following procedure will be followed while calculating the amount to be paid to

the gram panchayat by the Collector Office, Pune.

From total amount of 1 Cr, 25% will be allocated to Gram Panchayat for Gram
development after excavation activity is completed and then only this amount
will be given to Gram Panchayat. If the amount is between 1-2 Crores, then
20% amount to Gram Panchayat. For the amount of Rs 2 to 5 Crores of sum

collected, 15 % minimum will be paid to Gram Panchayat and If the amount




2)

3)

collected is above 5 Crores, then 10% of the amount will be directly given to
respective gram panchayat for development work

Dr. Jayshree Katare, Chairperson of committee informed that the auction
holder will do the road repair and maintenance work directly. The work will not
be from to the Gram Panchayat budgets.

Shri Mahesh Londhe, Resident of Kathapur, Tal: Ambegaon, Pune
Question: He said that if JCB is not allowed for excavation, then which method

will be used for sand excavation. And, he further added that if manual method
is only allowed, how it is possible to excavate the sand as River is not dried up
and water level is almost 20 feet in the River.

Explanation :-The District Mining Officer , Collector office,Pune informed that
water level could be 20 ft now, but the auction process will take minimum two
months’ time. We will have to make an application on the portal of “State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Department of
Environment, Government of Maharashtra for the grant of Ehvironmental
Clearance. In the process, two committees need to appraise the proposals one
after the other for the grant of Environment clearance. After getting the EC from
SEIAA, we will publish advertisement of these sand ghats 15 days prior to
auction. On the first day of the auction, 1/4th of the amount is to be paid and
remaining 3/4" is be paid within one month time. After making the required
payment and Government fees / dues, Ghats possession will be given to lease
holder only when the river is dry and the sand ghats which are still under the
water will not be given for sand mining. We will make sure that sand ghats are
dried and after that only they will be handed over for the excavation activities
otherwise it will not start.

Shri Sunanda Reddy, Environmentalist, Hyderabad

Mr. Reddy did not ask the questions but rather requested to allow him to offer few

suggestions to maintain environmental balance and safety.

He said that the consultant has already carried out baseline studies / survey of Air,
Water, Land and their input are well accepted. He further added that there is need

to study within 10 km radius from the work site on farm land, crops production and
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availability of ground water. He added that if these type of data is collected will be
helpful for the future studies and requested to do the needful for collection of data
/ studies.

He further suggested to improve the Tree plantation by planting the Trees on
approach roads, asking to plant fruit bearing Trees and medicinal plants between
them which will be useful as medicinal plant in future and will act as a means of
pollution control. He also stated to encourage skill development program for the
locals to benefit them in getting direct employment in different fields. He also
desires to set up a coordination committee to coordinate between people, PCBs,
SPBs, government offices and gram panchayats to implement required / demand-
oriented work.

He further mentioned that during rainy season, approximately 16 MT of top soil is
washed away into the River from one hectare of land. Along with top soil, 3-4 MT
of sand is also washed away and goes into the River. If the sand is not collected,
it forms silt in the rivers, reservoirs and dams. In normal condition, every year 0.5
% goes and accumulate as a silt at the bottom of River. But now-a-days if 2-3 %
of silt goes it will replace the water. Due to this reason, | support the sand
excavation projects.

Mr. Nitin Shinde, I/c. Regional Officer, Member and Convener thanked Mr. Reddy
for his suggestion and informed that public hearing panel will try to incorporate the
suggestion in the environment report.

4) Shri Ajay Pawar, Resident of Warje Malwadi, Pune

Question raised: After completion formalities required to sign the contract for sand
excavation, even after paying the government fees and dues, villagers oppose and
do not allow sand mining. '

Explanation: The District Mining Officer , Collector Office, Pune informed that we
take the NOC from the Gram Panchayat for this work and if still villagers oppose it,
we took initiative and government has issued a GR in 2019. Wherein, it is mentioned
and clarified that if the auction amount is Rs. 1 crore, then 25% of this amount will
be given to the Gram Panchayat for developmental work. Therefore, he said and

opined that opposition of the villagers will not be possible and sustained.




Member, Convener of the Public Hearing Committee appealed and asked the public
if anyone is having any objection or suggestion to make and waited for five minutes
for the response. There were no questions or suggestions from the public. Hence,
it was concluded that there is no more questions or suggestions from the people.
Dr. Jayashree Katare, Resident Deputy Collector and Chairman of the Committee
thanked the members joined for public hearing and concluded the points and
suggestions of people. She also thanked for suggestion given by Mr. Reddy for skill
development and training and assured that it will be incorporated in the vendor
development process.

While concluding the meeting, Mr. Nitin Shinde, Sub-Regional Officer, Convener of
the Public Hearing committee informed that they have received 2 emails and send
them to Environment Department, govt. of Maharashtra.

Again, Convener of the Public Hearing Committee appealed and asked the public,
that if anyone is still having any objection or suggestion to make, they can very well
ask and waited for five minutes for the response from the public. However, there
were no questions or suggestions from the public. Hence, it was concluded that

there are no more questions or suggestions from the people.

Member, Convener, Public Hearing Committee while concluding the meeting
informed that the objections, suggestions raised during the meeting are noted and
will be included in the minutes of the meeting. It will submitted along with writing
objections to Environment Department, Govt. of Maharashtra. Further action will
be taken by the Expert Committee, Environment Department, Govt. of Maharashtra.

Convener of the Public Hearing Committee thanked local people, government
and project officials for attending the meeting and declared that the meeting the
concluded.

The meeting ended extending thanks to the Chair.

\

= (Nitin Shinde) (Dr. Jayashree Katare)

Member, Convener, Chairperson,
Environment Public Hearing Committee = Environment Public Hearing Committee
and and

Sub Regional Officer,Pune — I, Additional District Magistrate, Pune.
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