
MINUTESOF TIlE PUBLIC G IN RESPECT OF PROPOSED
SIXNOS.OF SANDBELT D GING AT TALUKA ..KOPARGAON,
DISTRICT - AHMEDNAG MAHARASHTRA PR.OPOSEDBY

DISTRICT COLLECT OFFICE, AHMEDNAGAR,
MAW\RASHTRA

The public hel:U'ingin respect ofprqposed six nos of Sand Belt Dredging at Kop~gaon

Taluka, Dist - Ahnie<lnag~ proposed by QiStrlct Collector Office, Ahmednag~, Mahl:P'ashtra

was conducted on Thursday, the 05tb l'iovember, 2020 at 03.00 p.m. at Tahsil Office,

Kopargaon, Dist - Ahmednagar, Maharasatra,

As per the Nqtification dated 14-0~W2006issued by Ministry of Environment, Forest :&
Climate Change, Go\Tt.of India, (MoEFCt. Gol), New Delhi and subsequen.tamendm~nton

01-12-2019, Member Secretary, MaharashtaPollution Control Board, Mumbaihas constituted

Public Hearing Panel vide Office Order l\ofo.E - 57 of 2020 issued under letter no.BO/ID

(WPC)IPHIB - 201023, FTS-0090, Datedi28-10-2020 as below :-

1) District Magistrate, Ahmednagar

or his representative not below the !
rank of an Additional District Magistrate

Chairman

2) Regional Officer, MPCB,. Nashik ;

(Representative of

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board)

Member

3) Sub Regional Officer,

Maharashtra Pollution Control Soid,

Ahmednagar

Convener

Shri Sanjeev Redasani, lie Sub Regional Officer, MPCB, Ahmednagar and Convener
of the Public Hearing Committee. welcoJJed Hon'ble Chairman. and Member of the. Public

Hearing Committee, Other Government ..Qfficials and public who were present in large

number and informed that as per the EIAlNotification of Ministry of Environment, Forest &
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Climate Change, Govt. of'India, (i.e. MoEFCC, GO,I) dated 14dt September, 2006 as amended

on 1$1December, 2009,. it is mandatory to conduct prior public consultation to certain

projects which are covered in the schedule of the ~d Notification.

Convener of the Public Hearing Cotmnittei informed. thatProjec;t Propon~:nt ..District
Collector Office, Ahmednsgar proposed six nos o~Sand Belt dredging in Kopargaen Taluka,

Dist ..Ahmednagar. MPCB is in receipt of the application from Project Proponent - District
Collector Office, Ahmednagar, to conduct the publ,'icconsultation.

Convener of the. Public Hearing Con).mittej informed thatasper the.directiVe:s issued
by EnvironmentDepartment, Govt. ofMaharashtralIas per letter 03-12-2019 directed to conduct

prior public hearing for sand belt mining (minor mijieral). As per the Notification of MoEFCC,
Got, 2006, the project falls under Category 2 (b), and prior consultation is mandatory for it.

Convener of the Public Hearing Comtnittei informed that the aim of conducting prior
public censultatiori' is to make aware, local peopl~ who can be participam in the hearing and

they should know the developmental activities apd Environment Management PLan of the
project.

As per said Notification, 30 days' advanc¢ public notice was published in. the local

newspaper in Daily Sakal in Marathi on 30 ..09-~p20 and in national newspaper in the Times

of India in English on 01 October,2020. The pullic were asked to send their suggestions or
objections .regarfling the proposed sand belts miruqg.

As per the Notification of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Govt.

ofIndia (MoEFCC, GoI), the copies of detail infqfmation of Environment Management Plan

(EMP) and Executive Summary of the proposed ~and belts in Engl,'ish and in Marathj (local

language) were made available at various notifiq! offices of Governrnent i.e. Ministry of

Environment, Forest & Climate Change. West-East,Division Office, New Secretariat Building,

Ground Floor, East Wing, Civil Lines, Nligpu~ - 440 001; District Magistrate Office­

Alune<tnagar; Additional District Magistrate Otfce- Ahmednagar; Zilla Parishad Office­

Alunednagar; District Industries Centre- Ahmednlgar; Tahsildar-Taluka Office- l<.Qpargaon,
Dist- Ahmednagar; Grampanchayat office at ~uri Khurd, Pimpri Valan, Chandakapur,

Valan, Rampur, Satral Wangi Khurd, Naigaon] -1 and 2, Matulthap -1, Matulthan -2;

):3; Punthamba;Rastapur;KO&;SO~Md:::;l~
_ .... -- ---------



Kumbhari and Jeur Patoda, Sangavi Bh

Office of MPCB at Mumbai; Enviro

Office, MPCB, Nashik; Sub

website ofMPCB. ,The public in gen ~ection
g the expansion of above project. The Convener further informed that one objection

is received by the MPCB Office.

Convener of the Public Hearing

raise any suggestion or objection in

requested Shri Sandeep Nichit, Additio

the Public Hearing Committee to start the

eting informed all that an opportunity is given to

He

Shri Sandeep Nichit, Addition ate, Ahmednagar and Ch of the

project to explain
Environment Management Plan in local 1

Environment Consultant while gi ng the presentation informed all the Environment

Management Plan and Environment lopment Reserved Fund and proposed green belt

development programmes by slide sho n Taluka, there are

six sand belts i.e.at ~okamthan Samv bhari-Jeur Patoda;

vi Bhusar; Suregaon (Godavari

27.0 brass. The cost 6,72,56,650/-07.29 hector and sand storage for

After the presentation, Chairman
18sandminingbelts in the district
12-2019. it is mandatory to conduct

the PublicHearing Committee informedthere are
erthe directivesofGovt. ofMaharashtra dated03-
blie consultation while obtaining Environment

dandClearance. He appealed to raise the su tions. objectionsregarding
if theyfeel somedangerlhazard.

--- ----



1) Shri Shashikant Ramdas Wabale. Samanch, Grampanchayat. Suregaon, Tal~
Kopargaon, Dist - Ahmednagar :-

Shri ShashikantWabale asked when the .
carried. Here when the survey was carried?
survey is carried. It is informed that inApril

Here Shri Wabale raised the objectio
is carried? The answer was given that
Shri Wabale further 0

taken at Talathi office, as it is mandatory. No
been given Davandi/Announcement by mike
the survey is bogus survey.

Shri Shashikant Wabale further obje
development is given, it is not given to vill
will be carried by tractor only, it is observed
dredged than the permitted limits especially in

Shri Wabale further demanded that Co
followall the terms and conditions of the a

is open, then only the survey can
presentation, it is mentioned that the
the survey is carried.

at when there was lock down, how the
'ed.
e entry is to be

there shouldhave

Secondly, it is j
e past that JeB brought and sand is

or should give in writing that he will

ist - Ahmedna ar

He also objected that terms and conditiQnsare not followed by the contractors. He
has submittedhis objections inwriting also.

At this moment, Chairman, Environmeat Public Hearing Committee informedthat
as informed in the detail in the presentation, 1r.4 of the highest bid amount is considered
through which royalty is deducted and 25% Of remaining amount will be transferred to
Grampanchayat if the auction is more one cr~re. There are stages:if auction amount is

increasedi.e. 25 lakh, 40 lakh etc.,
Here Environment Consultant informed that as per Govt. G.R. 2019, it is, ::'

mandatory to the agency/contractor to install ~d operate online system. All the dredging
activitiesare to be noted. Hence, there will be;rigil on illegal sand mining.
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Ch~irman of the Public Bearini Committee appealed the participants to raise their
suggestions, objections if any.

Shri' Shashikant Waba1t~infortrJd that our Qrampanchayat has already opposed the

auction process. 'If at all the Governm,nt take further step of auction, then we villagers of
Suregaon will go in the Court.

At this moment, the representfive of Sangavi Bhusar village were present. It is

infonned by them that they have oppfsed the auction and also protected the sand stocks

also. Here, Chairman of the Public ijearing Committee also agreed that the villagers of
Sanga'vi Bhusar have protected the Sru1~stocks.

Convener of the Public Beano'g Committee appealed all. to raise. any suggestions,
objections. There was no response.

Chairman, Public Hearing Committee appealed all to raise any suggestions,
objections.. There was no response.

Chairman, Public Hearing COl'pmittee here said that Environment Consultant has

given the answers to the .objections rai~ed by the participants. The mUlUtesoftneeting will

be prepared and the report will be isubmitted to Environment Department, Govt. of

Mallarashtra The State Envirotjmen~Appraisal Committee-I (SEAC:I) will take further
decision accordingly. He thanked alllgovernment officials. project officials and declared
that the meeting lis concluded.

The meeting ended extending thanks to Chair.

"

(Sa~~~~;:4U.J
Environment Public Hearing Committ,e

•And
I/c Sub Regional Officer,
MPCB, Ahmednagar

~rleHrmer,
Environment Public Hearing Committee

And
Regional Officer,
MPCB,. Nashlk

~iChit,)
~hainnan,

Environment ijublic Hearing Committee
And

Additional.Pistript Magistrate, Ahmednagar,
Dist:_ Ahmednagar
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MINUTES OF mE P
OF SAND BELT

AHMEDNAGAR, MAH
DISTRICT COLLECTOR 0

The public hearing in respect of posed two nos of Sand Belt Dredging at Rahata

Taluka, Dist - Ahmednagar proposed by Project Proponent District Collector Office.

Abmednagar, Maharashtra was conducte n Thursday, the OSthNovember, 2020 at 11.00 a.m.

at Tahsil Office, Rahata, Dist - Ahmedn ar, Maharashtra.

As per the Notification dated 14-
Climate Change, Govt. of India, (MoEF

01-12-2019, Membe,r Secretary, Maharas

-2006 issued by Ministry of Environment, Forest &

• Gol), New Delhi and subsequent amendment on

Pollution Control Board, Mumbai has constituted

Public Hearing Panel vide Office Order o. E - 57 of 2020 issued under letter no.BO/JD

(WPC)/PHIB - 201023, FTS-0090, Dat 28-10-2020 as below ;-

1) District Magistrate, Abmednagar ;:

or his representative not below the

rank of an Additional District Magistrate

Chairman

2) Regional Officer, MPCB, Nashik .

tative of

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board)

Member

3) Sub Regional Officer,

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,

Ahmednagar

Convener

Shri Sanjeev Redasani, lie Sub Regional Officer, MPCB, Ahmednagar and Convener

of the Public Hearing Committee welcomed Hon'ble Chairman and Member of the Public

Hearing Committee, Other Government Officials and public who were present in large

number and informed that as per the EIA Notification of Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change, Govt. of India, (i.e. MoEFCC, Gol) dated 14thSeptember, 2006 as amended

1



on 1st December, 2009, it is mandatory to cond~ct prior public consultation to certain

projects which are covered in the schedule of the ~d Notification.

Convener of the Public Hearing Committe, informed that Project Propone~t District

Collector Office. Ahmednagar proposed two nos of~and Belt dredging in Raha.ta Taluka, Dlst­
Ahmednagar. MPCB is in receipt of the applicationjrom Project Proponent- District Collector

Office. Abmednagar, to conduct the public consult$,pon.

Convener of the Public Hearing Committe~lnfonned that as per the directives issued
u

by Environment Department, Govt. ofMaharashtra ~ per letter 03*12-2019 directed to conduct
priQrpublic hearing. for sand belt mining (minor mi~eral). As per the Notification of MoEFCC,

GoI, 2006, the project falls under Category 2 (b). and prior consultation ismandatory for it.

Convener of the Public Bearing Committee informed that the- ain>. of conducting prior

public eonsultation is to make aware, local peopleiwhocaa be participant in the hearing and

they should .know the developmental activities aqd Environme~t Management Plan of the
project.

As per said Notification, 30 days' advanc~ public notice was pllblished in the local
newspaper inDaily Sakal: in Marathion 30-09-2~20.and in national newspaper in the Times

of India in English on 01 October, 2020. The pu~lic were asked to send their suggestions or

objections regarding the proposed sand belts mining.

As per the Notification of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Govt.

of India (MoEFCC, Gol), the copies of detail . of Environment Management Plan

(EM:?) and Executive Summary of the proposed belts in English and in Marathi (local

language) were made available at various

Environment, Forest& Climate Change,.West··EastIJivisicmOffice, NewiSecretariat Building,

Ground Floor, East Wing, Civil Lines, - 440 001; Distric1 Magistrate Office-

Ahmednagar; Additional District Magistrate Ahmednagar; Zilla Parishad Office-
Ahmednagar; District Industries Centre- Tahsildar- Taluka Office- Rahata, Dist-
Ahmednagar; Grampanchayat office at Rahuri Pirnpri Valan, Chan<iakapur, Valan,,
Rampur, Satral Wangi Khurd, Naigaon -1 and 2, ~1, Matulthan -2; Matulthan-3;

Punthamba; Rastapur; Kokamthan; Sanvastar, and Kolgaon Thadi, Jeur Kumbhari and
leur Patoda, Sangavi Bhusar, Suregaon, , Dist - Ahmednagar; Head Office of
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MPCB at Mumbai; Environment Dep~ent, Govt. of Maharashtra, Mumbai; Regional
I

Office, MPCB, Nashik; Sub Regional Ofice. MPCB, Ahmednagar and at on the website of

MPCB. The public in general Were ap~ed to send any suggestion or objection regarding
the expansion of above project. The Cqrtvener further informed that _0.).- objection is/are
received by the MPCB Office.

Convener of the Public Hearing ryJeeting informed all that an opportunity is given to

raise any suggestion or objection in writing as well as orally during public hearing He

requested Shri Sandeep Nichit, Additional District Magistrate, Ahmednagar and Chairman of
the Public Hearing Committee to start the!iproceedings.

Shri Sandeep Nichit, Additional O~strictMagistrate. Ahmednagar and Chairman of the

Public Hearing Committee Informed Environment Consultant of the project to explain

Environment Management Plan in local language Marathi,

Environment Consultant while giting the presentation informed all the Environment

Management Plan and Environment De~elopment Reserved Fund and proposed green belt
development programmes by slide shows] It is informed that at Rahata Taluka, there are two
sand belts i.e,

At Puntamba and Rastapur (Godatari River), The total area is 03.70 hector and sand

storage for mining is 8,401.0 brass. The eost is Rupees 3,31,83,950/-.

After the presentation, Chairman Qf the Public Hearing Committee informed there are

18 sand mining belts in the district and as .per the directives of Govt. of Maharashtra dated 03-

12-2019, it is mandatory to conduct public consultation while obtaining Environment

Clearance. He appealed to raise the sugg~stions, objections regarding water, air, riverbed and

if they feel some hazard.
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We totally oppose the auction of the sand, because previous the auction process was
carried anq it is experienced that contractol'$bave dredged large pumber of sand than
the permitted limits. The vehicles such ~ Dumper, Pockland are used. Moreover,
sometimes .100 nos of dupers were uSed.1Je roads were.totally ~amaged. The State
High Way Kopargaon Road is damaged. ~e.road which was newly repaired is totally
damaged. It is expected that sand shou.d ~btbe dredged when there is rainy season.
~~~~~~~~~~~~$~~&~ed
illegally, When villagers demanded to cIr~ge.the sand from the. dry river bed. the
villagers and farmers were threatened and $utd dredging was carried when there was
water. Our Grampanchayat is capable to prgtect the sand stocks of our village. But the
contractors do bring with them the hoolig~, whose workrer is t1;lreateningto them.

Dr.Dhanawate further said thatif' the auctiqJ1procedureis to be implemented, then the
guidelines as specified by the Government ~ould be strictly followed such as fixingof
online camera, installing GPS system to velfcles,. barcodes to vehicles and other.. Ifall
the directives will be strictly followed, tJ}en.onlyGrampanchayat will take further
decision. But the method which is adopted for auction of sand is not at all accepted by
us. We oppose the same.

Followinghave participated during the discussionsand tbeAnswers ~iven by.the Projed
r

'rORonent I Project Consultant IPublicHearing;Committee :-

1) Dr. Dhan:wiay Dhanavate, Sarpanch, DllaniGaon, Dist - Ahmednagar :-

Dr, Dhanavate remarked that this public ll~aring if would have arranged at various
villageslgaon, that would have better. But if is arranged at Taluka and due to Corona,
manypeople from our villages were unable to attend this meeting.

Dr. Dhanawate further objected that lakh of brass of sand is illegally dredged.
Hence, it is requested to take positive steps] He further demandea that the next public
hearing should be arramged in our village dpjy.

Convener of the Public Hearing Cotpmittee asked the panicipants if they have
any doubts, they may raise it.

Chairman of the PublicHearing Cortlrnitteehere remarked the objections raised
are totally correct. We have taken the note .pfit. •The video shooting is also taken. He
further said that public hearing procedure i~to know the suggestions and objectionsof
the people. The Government bas to consid~rall the factors ofth~ soclety. Though in
1957, the Act of secondary minerals hav~ been passed, it has. taken long years to
formulate the policy and to implement. }'!lowthe. sanction from Grampanchayat is

4



mandatory. 'There will be drone sjrvey. It is mandatory to implement the GPS. Now,
we have to think first about the .nvironment. But here also there are limitations to
Governmentand Administration. .~oit is not possibleto conduct this public hearingin
each and every village. The PubllcHearing is to be conducted under the supervision
of DistrictMagistrate only. I, as ~dditional DistrictMagiStrateis lookingthe meeting
on behalfof'Hon'ble DistrictMaglstrateonly.

. Chairmanlof the Public Hearinj Committeehere informed that there is Committee
i.e. Dakshata Committee at village level. Sarpanch is Chairman.of the Dakshata
Committee.

WhenGovernmenthas toimplement'iwith revenue;intel'est.of.ev~fY,itizen is important.
As there is vast difference in de~d and supply,certain things happens.

Chairmanof the Public Hearing <;ommitteehere informed that proje~tproponent has
alreadyinformed in the presentatipn. - • -~ ~t Q4fq(oll4q4<fl• 'liIot\1otlqoft·~
'lIt.fi ~ cfil~ .•~ ?rt:ft~.~ «I<:(lihlol~ ~ ~ •. ~o% .~ ••;.;ft ~1iRft'
~, ~ ~ /U4"i!I'ifl tcf<flIr <Rr ~ ~~ ~~%~ !ti'!Q'i!l·14(ft«v;<tl~ ~ ~
(I{ .~~, ~~crmo~,.~t<f<fllf~. ~tmf~~~, ~:t~~, 'to ~

~.
Chairmanof the Public Hearing ¢oIll.1tiitteeappealed Dr. Dhanaware that as you are
Representativeof thePeople, you11arewell aware of the limitations. The suggestions
raised by YQuare noted. As. Saf.'panchis Chairman of the Dakashata Samiti, any
objectionalissues be raised.

SarpanchDr.Dhanawatei9formedthat thoughthe auctionwillbe declared,we
will keep smct vigil on it on .behalf of the Grampanchayat.

Here. Chairman .of the 1Public Hearing Cornmittee opined that as a
Representative of the People, it i~ right. It is requested to keep watch on the sand
dredgingactivities.

Here EnvironmentConsultant infqttnedthat as per directives of the Government,it is
mandatoryto dredging companytf keep their activities online. Hence total recordof
the dredgingis kept. It will help to minimisethe illegal activities of sand dredging.

Shri P.M. Joshi, Regiona[Officer, .MPCB,Nashik and Member of the Public
HearingCommittee remarked th~~the objections raised are suitable and acceptable.
He informedthat-asper the G.R.of Govt.ofMaharashtradated 3'<1September, 2020,it
is mandatory to follow the guidel~nesfor sand auction and its implementation. The
method is transparent. Shri Joshi furtherinformed that as per Article 51 (g), it is duty
of everycitizen to protect the envitonment,

Convener,EnvironmentP~blicHearingCommitteeappealedthe participantsto
raiseany objections, suggestions. ;Therewas no response from the participants.

Chairman,EnvironmentPqblicHearingCommitteeappealedthe participantsto
raise any objections, suggestions. There was no response from the participants.
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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING IN RESPECT OF PROPOSEDFlVE NOS
OF SAND BELT DREDGING AT TALUKA- RAHURI, DISTRICT -

AHMEl)N.-\.GAR, M.-\.HARASHTRA, PROPOSED BY PROJECT PROPONENT
DISTRICT COLLECTOR OFFICE - AHMEDNAGAR, .MAHARASHTRA

The public hearing in respect of proposed five nos of Sand Belt at Rahuri, Taluka, Dist
- Ahmednagar proposed by Project Proponent District Collector Office - Ahmednagar,
Mahatashtl'a was conducted on Tuesday, the ()3tdNovember, 2020 at 11.00 a.m, at Tahsil
Office. Rahuri, Dist - Ahmednagar, Maharashtra.

As per the Notification dated 14-09-2006.issued by Ministry of Environment, Forest
& Climate Change, Govt. of India, (MoEFCC, Gol), New Delhi and subsequent amendment

on 01-12.2019, Member Secretary, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Mumbai has

constituted Ppb}ic Heating Panel vide Office .or(ier No ..E - 57 of 2020 issued under letter
no.BO/ID (WPC)IPHIB - 201023, FTS.0090, Dated 28..10-2020 as below :-

1) District Magistrate; Ahmednagar

or his representative not below the

rank of an Additional District Magistrate
2) Regional Officer, MPCB,Nashik

(Representative of

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board)

3) Sub Regional Officer,

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board.
Ahmednagar

Shri Sandeep Nichit, Additional District Magistrate, Ahmednagar and Chairman of the

Chairman

Member

Convener

Public Heating Committee welcomed all and asked to take the shooting of the Caller who was
calling (Pukar) at the outside the office to public informing them about the public hearing
meeting.

Shri Sanjeev Redasani, IIc Sub Regional Officer,.MPCB, Apxnedn.agar and Convener

of the Public Hearing Committee welcomed Hon'ble Chairman and Member of the Public
Hearing Committee, Other Government Officials and public who were present in large

number and informed that as per the EIA Notification of Ministry of Environment, Forest &

Climate Change, Govt. of India, (i.e. MoEFCC, Gol) dated 14thSeptember. 2006 as amended
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on pt December, 2009, it is mandatory to conduct prior public consultation to certain
projects which are covered in the schedule of the said Notification.

Shri Sanjeev Redasani, Sub RegionalOfficer, MPCB, Ahmedl'lagar and Convener of

the Public Hearing Committee informed that Project Proponent District Collectorate Office,
Ahmednagar proposed five nos of Sand Belt in Rahuri Taluka, Dist-Ahmednagar. MPCB is
in receipt of the application from Project Proponent -DistrictCollectorate Office, Abmednagar
to conduct the public consultation.

Convener of the Public Hearing Committee informed that as per the directives issued
by Environment Department, Govt. of'Maharashtra as per letter 03-12-2019 directed to conduct

prior public hearing for sand belt mining (minor mineral). As per the Notification of MoEFCC.

GoI, 2006, the project falls under Category 2 (b), and prior consultationIs mandatory for it.

Convener ofthe Public Hearing Committee informed that the rum ofoonducting prior
public consultation is to make aware, local people who can be participant in the hearing and

they should know the developmental activities and Environment ManagementPlan of the unit.

As per said Notification, 30 days' advance public notice was published in the local

newspaper in Daily Sakal in Marathi on 30-09-2020 and in national newspaper in the Times

of India in English on 01 October, 2020. The public were asked to send their suggestions or
objections regarding the proposed sand belts mining.

As per the Notification of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Govt.
of India (MoEFCC. Gol), the copies of detail information of EnvirontnentManagement Plan

(EMP) and Bxeeutlve Summary of the proposed sand belts in English and in Marathi (local

language) were made available at various notified offices of Government i.e. Ministry of

Environment. Forest & Climate Change, West-East Division Office, New Secretariat Building,
Ground Floor. East Wing, Civil Lines, Nagpur - 440 001; District Magistrate Office­
Ahmednagar; Additional District Magistrate Office- .Abmednagar; Zilla Parishad· Office­

Ahmednagar; District Industries Centre- Ahmednagar; Tahsildar- Taluka Office- Rahuri, Dist­
Ahmednagar; Grampanchayat office at Raburi Khutd, Pimpri Valari., ·Chandakapur, Valan,

Rampur, Satral Wangi Khurd, Naigaon -1 and 2, Matulthan -1, Matulthan -2; Matulthan-3;

Punthamba; Rastapur; Kokamthan; Sanvastar, Sonari and Kolgaon Thadi, Jeur Kumbhari and
Jeur Patoda, Sangavi Bhusar, Suregaon, Godhegadav, Dist - Ahmednagar; Head Office of
MPCB· at Mumbai; Environment Department, Govt, of Maharashtra, Mumbai; Regional

Office, MPCB, Nashik; Sub Regional Office, MPCB, Ahmednagar and at on the website of

MPCB. The public in general were appealed to send any suggestion or objection regarding
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the expansion of above project. The ijember, Convener further nffonned that --1'1.. _
objections is/are received by the MPCB Office.

He infonned all that an OPPO~ity is given to n)ise any ~lJ;gg~~~onor ()bje«tiQn.in
writing aswell as orally during public hearing.. He requested Shri .SandeepNichit, Additional
Di~GtMagistrate, Ahmednagar and··Chaitmanof the.Public Hearing·Co.mmittee to start the
proceedings.

Shri Sandeep Nichlt, Additional District Magistrate, Ahmedtmgar and Chainnari of the
Public"Hearing Committee infom'led Eitvirolltnent Consultant of the project to explain
Environment Management Plan in locallahguage Marathi

Bnvironment Consultant and Distpct Mining Officer, while giving the presentation
informed all the Environment Management Plan and Environment Development Reserved
Fund and proposed green belt developme:qtprogrammes by slide shows. It Js infonned that at
Rahuri Taluka, there are tive.sand .bel~ i.e.at Raburi Khurd, Pimpri Valan..Chandakapur,
Val~ {Wnpurand Sattal. The tOfal~ i~8.71 hector and sand storage formining is 17,789.0
brass, The approximate cost is Rupees 7,02.66~S50/-.

At this moment, .Shri Shaikh, Tahsilar and Sub Divisional Officer Shri Anil Pawar
were present.

After the presentation, Chairman qf the Public Hearing Committee infonned there are
18sand mining belts in the district and as per the directives of Govt, ofMaharashtra. dated 03-
12-2019, it. is mandatory to conduct .public consultation while obtaJoing Snvironment
Clearance. He appealed to raise the sugg~stions, objections regarding "Yater.air, riverbed and
if they feel some.hazard.

Followinghave participated during tbe discussions and tbe Answers.given by the Project
Proponent {Project Consultant! PublieiHearmg Committee :_

1) Shri Pramod Tukaram Bornwake, Resident-Aarnd, Tal ..Rahuri, Dist _
Ahemednagar:-

~.!!!!!!l!,"'-- :.__ '-- __ ._.._._ .... _

It is Informed in the presentation th~t tractorswill be used while catrying the sand. But
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'the~. Tbe villages through wbich the It~avy yebicles g() are the m()st sufferers. At
this moment, District Mining Otftcel'tProje;t Pl'Oponentinformed tllatthe U'actorswill
be used•while·carrying th~ sand from the riYerbed

At other places, the transportation will be cEJtriedas per the rules of R.T.O. Here all
the participants have pleaded that d-qeto thf heavy vehicle transportation, the village
roads Mve. totally broken. The villagers ~e sllfferers. Hence. they should get the
compensatiOn. .

The ~roject Proponent 4tformed that as p1rSan~Dretiging &..Auction Notification,
10%to 25% fund is allotted to the respecti~e village/s.••Shri Borawake hel'e objected
that the yiJIagels should be given 10% troll1 in 'Vhich the ~d dredg~g is carried, as
the roads totally damages due to heavy ye~~~ettansp()rtation.

Here' .Chairman. of the PUblic. Hearing lC0mmittee.•••informed that while giving
presentation,itis informed by.theProject Pr~l'On~ntthatthe 10% of highest bid.tbrough
which royalty is deducted and 25% of remfining amount if the auction is of Rupees
One crore. The amount will getmore as pe~the stages i.e. 2S lakh, 40 lakh etc.,

The EnvironmentConsultant further infoIll'Jedthat as per the directives of2019, it is
ttlandatoryto the agency to make online syst~min operation. The sartddredging should
be noted. Due to this, illegal activities .will.t:>e·controlled.

Chairman. 'Public Hearing COll1mitteehe~. appealed the participants to. raise any
suggestions, objections ifany.

2) Shri Dhananiaylngale, Saneamner, Dist";~hntedanagar:-

The~ are few villages, who hav~ llot. su'9mitteg the resolutions of their
Grampanchayats for giving pennis$ipntQ••aUctionthe sand. If they revert their
decisions•.whether it-will be considered.

Chairman, Environment Pub!icHFng C()nuni~e informedt¥fthose
who have opposed previously an<lnpw Ttf84Yfor S@.dauction, Sub DiyisiqnaI
Officer of th~region is. informed..~ .•<lqthe nee4ful.. There are 3f Villages.

Shri l~oraw~e,. the particip~ts ~ked whether there.is .aJ1Y restri.ctions
for timings of transportation as for~inins" the tillling allowed is from 06.00 am
to 06.00 p.m.
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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING IN RESSPECT OF PROPOSED FIVE NOS
OF SANDBEI..T DREDGING AT JAI..UKA - SllRIRAMPUR, DISTRICT­

AHMEDNAGAR, MAHARASHT~ PROPOSED BY DISTRICT COLLECTOR
OFFICE, AHMEDN':AGAR, MAHARASHTRA _

The public hearing in respect of proposed five nos of Sand Belt Dredging at Shrirampur

Taluka, Dist - Ahmednagar proposed by Qistrict Collector Office, Ahmednagar, Maharashtra
was conducted on Tuesday, the 03rd Nbvember, 2020 at 03.00 p.m, at Tahsil Office,

Shrirampur, Dist - Abmednager, Mahara$htra.
As per the Notification dated 14..()9~2006issued by Ministry of Environment, Forest

& Climate Change, Govt. of-India; (MoE}tCC, Gol), New Delhi and subsequent amendment

on 01-12-2019, Member Secretary, Maflarashtra Pollution Control Board, Mumbai has
constituted Public Hearing Panel. vide Office Order No -.E - 57 of2020 issued under letter

no.BO/JD (WPC)IPHIB - 201023, FTS-0Q90, Dated 28-10-2020 as below :-

1) District Mag(strate, Ahmednagar

or his representative not below thei
rank of an Additional District Magistrate

Chairman

2) Regional Officer, MPC13,Nashik

(Representative of
Maharashtra pollution Control Bo~d)

Member

3) Sub Regional Officer,
Maharashtra Pollution Control Boird.

Ahmednagar

Convener

Mr. Sanjeev Redasani, IIc. Sub Regional Officer, MPCB, Ahmednagar and Convener

of the Public Hearing Committee welcofied Hon'ble Chairman and Member of the Public
Hearing Committee, Other Governmen~ Officials. and public who were present in. Jarge
number and informed that as per the EI~ Notification of Ministry of Environment, Forest &

Climate Change, Govt. of India, (i.e. Mo~FCC, Gol) dated 14thSeptember, 2006 as amended
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on 1stDecember,2009, itis mandatoryto conduct pror public consultatiqn to certtUn projects
whichare cove['edin the schedule of the saidNotitlcation.

Convener of the Public Hearing Committet info.rmedthat .ProjectProponent Distriqt
CollectorOffice,Ahmednagarproposed fivenos of isand Belt dredging i~Shrirampur Taluka,
Dist-Alunednagar. MPCB is in receipt of the application from Project [.Proponent- District. '

CollectorOffice,Ahmednagar, to conduct the public consultation.

Convenerof the Public HearingCommittee informed that as per Ithedirectives issued
byEnvironmentDepartment,Govt, ofM~htra ~per letter03-12.2019directedto conduct
priorpublichearing for sandbelt mining (minormineral). As per the Notification ofMoEFCC,
GoI.2006, the project falls under Category2 (b),·aJidprior consultation ismandatory forir,

COllvenerof the Public HearingConunittee.:informedthat the ainl- of conductingprior
PtlbliccOn$Ultationis to make aware, local people,~ho can be partiqip~t in the llearlJ)g and
they should know the developmental activities ~d .•lanvironmentMan.gelllent Plan of the
project.

As per said Notification, 30 days' advance public notice was published in the local
newspaper in Daily Sakal in Marathi on 30-09-20~0and in national ne'f'spaper in the Times
of India in English on 01 October, 2020. The pubJicwere asked to send their suggestionsor
objections·regardingthe proposed sand beltsmining.

KumbhariandJeur Patoda, SangaviBhusar,Surega~n,.Godhegadav,Dist.;..Abmednagar;Head

~

As per the Notification of Ministry of Ellviltonment,Forest &.Clfmate Change, Govt.
of India (MoEFCC,Gol), the copiesof detail infoJ:tnation.ofEnvironme,ntManagementPlan
(EMP) and Executive Summary of the proposed sfnd' belts in English eVadin Marathi '(local
langJ.1age)were made available at various notifieq offices of Government i.e, Ministry of
Environment,Forest&ClimateChange,West..EastPivision Office,NewSecretariatBuilding,
Ground Floor, East Wing, Civil Lines, Nagpur - 440 001; District Magistrate Office­
Ahmednagar; Additional District Magistrate Office- Ahmednagar; Zilla Parishad Office­
Ahtnednagar;District Industries Centre- Ahme~ar; Tahsildar-Talukal'Office-Shrirampur,

:- - - ~
Dlst- Alunednagar; Grampanchayat office at Raquri Khurd, Pimpri Valan, Chandakaput,
Valan, Rampur, Satral Wangi Khurd, Naigaon',-1· and 2, Matultha;- -1, Matulthan -2;
Matulthan.3; Punthamba; Rastapur; Kokamthan;Sanvastar, Sonari and Kolgaon Thadi•.Jeur



Office of MPCB at. Mumbai; Environm~nt Department, Govt. of Maharashtra, .Mumbai;
Regional Office, MPCB, Nashik; SubRegional.Om.ce, MPCB, Ahmednagar.··· and atort the

Website of MPCB. The public in generaltwere appealed to send any suggestion or objection

regarding the expansion of above project. 1TheConverter further informed that __QJobjection
islare received by the MPCB Office.

Convener of the Public Hearing ~eeting informed all that an opportunity is given to

raise any suggestion or objection in writjng as.well as orally during public hearing He

requested Shri Sandeep Nichit, Additional: District Magistrate, Ahmednagar and Chairman of

the Public Hearing Committee to start thej)toceedings.

ShriSandeepNichit, Additional Di~trict Magistrate, Ahmednagar and Chairman·ofthe

Public Hearing Committee Informed E*vironment Consultant of the •project to explain

Environment Management Plan in loca.1lapguage Marathi.

Environment Consultant while gNing the presentation informed all the Environment

Management Plan and Environment DevFlopment Reserved Fund and proposed green belt

development programmes by slide shows.! It is informed that at Shrirampur Taluka, there are
five sand belts i.e.at Wangi Khurd (pn;\vara River), Naigaon -1 & 2 (Godavari River),

Matulthan No.1, 2 & 3 (Godavari River) •••••••The total area is 11.95 hector and sand storage for

mining is 26,650.0 brass. The cost is RUpfes 10,52,67,500/-.

At this moment, Sub Divisional <pfficer Shri Ani! Pawar and Shri Sayyed, District

Mining Officer were present.

After the presentation, Chairman qf the Public Hearing Committee informed there are

18 sand mining belts in the district-and as per the directives of Govt. of Maharashtra dated 03-

12-2019, it is mandatory to conduct Iiublic consultation while obtaining Environraent

Clearance. He appealed to raise the suggtstions, objections regarding water, air and riverbed

and if they feel some hazard.
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Followinghave participated during thediSCUSSi1ksandthe Answers given by the Project

Proponent I Project Consultant 'Public. Hearing.Committee :-

1) Shri.Rajaram·Narayan RashinkariResidentofNaigaon, Tal Shrirampur, Dist
Ahmednagar:- '

This public hearing could have conducted at,every village. He informed that from here,
my village is 18 k.m, away. Our gaon/village falls under the area of Godavari river bed.
The area ofivillage/gaon is shown wrong.

Shri Rashinkar informed that in January, ~020, our Grampancq.ayat has passed the
resolution and allowed the auction of the sand. iNine months have passed, In the days of
Corona Epidemic, when no one was going out, illegal sand dredging was carried and large
quantity of sand was lifted. The local farm~rs· are living under tremendous pressure.
Because neither government machinery or po!~ce has protected us. Now in the public
hearing, it is informed that certain quantity of s . d will be removed, project proponent will
plant the trees and will implement the enviro nt management plan, He said that he is
working in the field of environment since last 3 years and from Nashikto Paithan, we met
people for environment prosperity and people 0 co-operated to us. Hence, we were able
to preserve our sand. Sand may be a ,material r construction for otflers,. but it should be
noted that many. aquatic animals lay their eggs in. the sand. Therejare crabs. There is
moss/algae. The bio ...diversity should be preseted. Due to auction QfsaIld, there will be
attack on bio-diversity. .

He further objected that though the agreenl~nt is made as per the, Government policy,
the Contractor illegally dredges the sand. Even~e complaints are not also registered. The
dumper and JCa machines also come with traqtor. Hence, if the astteement rules are not
followed. then we will act against it, it should ~ informed to the public. A road of 18 k.m.
is in our village. There are internal roads also. ~ll the roads became tptally bad due to this
heavy vehicle transportation.

He further said that you will tell us t9 form a Committee of the villagers. But if
the Government promises to protect us, then pnly we will be .ablejto protect the sand.
Hence, it should be seriously considered andyqpr guidance is.requirep.

Shri Rashinkar further again object~ that the area of my lvillage is mentioned
wrong. He informed that.area ofGodavarii!River is 5.0 k.m. towards north-south and
then again south-north 2.0 k.m, It should ~ corrected accordingly .

.£
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2) Shri Kallas iBhapat Borde.· Resident - Matusa, Tal -. Shrirampur, Dist ••-
Ahmednagar :-

Shri Borde said that just .ow. Shri Rashinkar has nicely pleaded our side.
Hence, I personally thank him.

Shri Borde said that the "sand is our national wealth." The creation of sand is
continuous natural process. It is Cl'0vemment's policy to use it for construction and
other development project. But tqe terms and conditions laid down for auction is not
at all followed by the contractors. They are illegally dredging the large quantity of
sand than the permitted quantity. Hence, the environment suffers. So, when there is
auction of sand, there is oppositioq. If the permission for sand dredging is given upto
3.0 feet, it is dredged upto the roc~s. The receipt of loading of sand should be made
available. The sand is filled inth~vehicle more than the capacity of the vehicle. Due
to tractors, JeB .and Trucks, the toads of the villages become totally in dilapidated
conditions.
He further o~served that due to sar(d auction. though the Government gets revenue, the
village roads completely changes tpwards bad condition. Normally, there is one big
road in the village and if it is brolen due to sand transporting vehicles, the villagers
suffer lot. Then after demands sevq-al times, the road might be repaired. but that is also
loss of government revenue only. IAt one side, giving permission to auction sand for
getting revenue and another side tlltedilapidated roads have to be repaired again. It is
requested to construct separate ra~ road for transportation of sand;vehicles.

He further objected that promises are made for green belt development, but
nothing is done. As per the policy of the Government, if the proposal for auction of
sand is opposed/rejected, the Gratnpanchayat should protect the sand stocks. There are
other factors of the society, which *e involved here. Hence, poor citizen cannot protect
the sand stocks.

It is requested that the termlsand conditions as stipulated by the Government in
the agreement with the contractorsifor auction of sand should be followed strictly.

3) Shri Satish· Suryabhan Borde; Resident- Matusa, Tal-Shrirampur, Dist -
Ahmednagar :-

The terms and conditions for the ~ction of sand is shown in the presc;ntation. It read
also. The R.ules are for public i~terest and protection of enviroinn.ent. We are not
objecting for the Rules. Butwe h*ve experienced that almost all the time, illegal sand
dredging is carried. In our area, I:if we ob~rved the illegal sand dredging, we will
oppose it. We have protected the.fand stocks.

We have observed that th~.pits are filled with bulldozer. At other side, large
quantity of sand is dredged. We have opposed, and the police have been sent at our
house. But our opposition will continue.

b,
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4) ShO•• pilipbhau Jagtap •. Sarpancb, Wangi ••Kburd •••Grampanchayat, Dist -
Abmednagar:- . ,

Shri Jagtap informed thatGut no.3 aI1rd4 opposed the auction. Now as informed
that some funds will be.given .back to Graxppanchayat, it is requested that we should
get the returns.

Chairman, Environment Public He~g.Committee informed that participants
from Naigaon, Matulthan and Wangi have ~sed very good suggestions. It bas been
noted and will be included in the minutes oflthemeeting.

;

Chairman, EnvironmentPublic Het¥ing Committee also.·lnformedthat public
hearing is part of the system ofdenlocracy .. It is to.protept the public interest
only. It is necessary to maintain ~e ratio of demand and supply of the sand.
Though the Secondary Minerals Acttpame into.existence iq 1951, the year 2013
came for implementing theAct in ~!proper manner. . 1;'he o.bjections raised
during .the meeting shows that no.~dy wants illegal dr~ging of sand. The
objections cannot be denied. '

As per the recent directives, vigil ~nthe sand dredging! activities by drone,
installing of GPS system to the vehi~le$and fixing the barcodes to the vehicles
are compulsory; It is also directed:.to constitute Gram I[>akshataCommittee
(Village Vigilance Conunittee). . C~nnan of the PubliciHearing Committee
infermed that though the price is deqtared as Rupees 3,95Q/-per brass, it is not
at all final, ,. i

Member, Environment Public HemmS Committee here ~marJ(ed that a very
good discussions is carried. Here. 1'Pe directives of green belt development is
already covered in Terms and Cond~pons.

While discussing the objecJio.ns and suggestions raised during the
meeting, Chairman of the Public Heting Committee promisedJo. direct that the
Terms and Conditions of the sand aqctionwill be put on the flex board at each
Grampanchayat.
It is informed in the.meeting that as ger Sand Dredging &Auction Notification,

10% to.25% fund is allotted to the respectiv~ village/so

Convener, Environment Publi~He~g Co.mmitteeappeal~d the participants to
raise any objections, suggestions. There w~ 110 response from th~ participants.

Chairman, Environment Public He~$ Committee appealed the participants to
raise any objections, suggestions. There wy no response from th~participants.

Chairman, Environment Public. ·.¥earing .Committee :informed. that the
Environment Consultant has properly givell,the answers to the Q4estio.nsraised by the
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participants. The minutes of the nieeting will be prepared and it will be submitted to

Environment, Department, Gevt. qf Maharashtra. The SEAC-I (State Environment

Appraisal Committee) will take s,itable decision. He thanked all for attending· the

meeting and declared that the publiF heating meeting is concluded.

The meeting ended extendingth~ to the Chair.

(Sa , a,s~ni ).
Convener,

Environment Public Hearing Committee
And

IIc Sub Regional Officer,
MPCB, Abmednagar

Regional Officer,
MPCB, Nashik

~icldt,)
(phairman,

Environment Pt1iblicHearing Committee
And

Additional.Distri~t ••Magistrate. Ahmednagar,
Dist fAbmednagar
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