MAHARASHTRA POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Phone: 07172-261965/272410/258062  ge==  Sub-Regional Office
Fax: 07172-251985 Udyog Bhavan, I* Floor,
Vislt us at www.mpch.govin wwww Railway Station Road,
E-mail: srochandra m v.in N> Chandrapur - 442401

No. MPCB / SROC/ 574 / 2026 Date: 26 /06 / 2020

To,

The Joint Director (WPC),
M. P. C. Board, Slon {E),
Mumbal-22,

Sub:-  Minutes of Environmental Proposed Sand Ghats (Total 32 Nos.) Of Yavatmal,
Babhuigaon, Ami, Ralagaon, Kalamb, Ghatanji, Zari-Jamnl, Wani, Maregaon,
Umarkhed, & Mahagaon Talukas of Yavatmal District.

Ref:- 1) Board's Office Order No. E.04 of 2020 dated 06/05/2020 regarding Panel,
2) Public Hearing conducted on 08/06/2020 at Collector Office, Yavatmal.
3) Letter issued by Environment Department, GOM dtd. 04/05/2020
4)/Letter lssued by Revenue & Forest Department, Mantralaya, Mumbai dtd.
27/04/2020

(Y

Sir,

With reference to above cited subject matter, District Mining Officer, Yavatmal had
applied to the Beard for conducling Environmental Public Hearing for thelr Proposed Project
of Sand Ghats (Total 32 Nos.) of Yavatmal, Babhulgaon, Ami, Ralegaon, Kalamb, Ghatanji,
Zari-Jamni, Wani, Maregaon, Umarkhed, & Mahagaon Talukas of Yavatmal District.through
Zoom App. The Public Hearing was conducted through Zoom App, according to the provisions
made in the letter by Environment Depariment, GOM dtd. 04/05/2020 and letter dtd.
27/04/2020 from Revenue & Forest Department, Mantrataya, Mumbai vide ref no. 3 & 4 above.

The Public Hearing was conducted on 09/08/2020 at Collector Office, Yavatmal.
submitting herewith the copies of proceedings of the Public Hearing as under;

1) Minules of Public Hearing in English & Marathl (One original Copy & one photocopy).
2) Copies of written submissions received regarding project.

3) Copy of attendance sheet.

4) DVOD of video shooting at the time of Public Hearing.

5) Office order for constitution of Public Hearing Panel.

6) Notices of Public Hearing published in English & Marathi Newspapers.

7} Letter issued by Environment Depariment, GOM dtd. 04/05/2020

8) Letter issued by Revenue & Forest Depariment, Maniralaya, Mumbai dtd. 27/04/2020
9) Executive Summary {English & Marathi).

10) EMP Report.

This is submitted for your perusal and onward submission.

Thanking you.
Yours Faithfully

*
hJ

{AJit V. Patil)
Sub-Reglonal Officer, Chandrapur.

Copy submtted for information to: -
1) The District Coliector, District Collector Offica, Yavatmal,
2} Reglonal Officer, M. P, C, Board, Chandrapur.
3) EIC, M. P, C. Board, Mumbal ~ for display on webslte of the Board.

Copy for Information to: -
District Mining Officer, Collector Office, Yavatmal.
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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED SAND
GHATS (TOTAL 32 NOS.) OF YAVATMAL, BABHULGAON, ARNI,
RALEGAON, KALAMB, GHATANJI, ZARIJAMNI, WAN],
MAREGAON, UMARKHED, & MAHAGAON TALUKAS IN
YAVATMAL DISTRICT CONDUCTED ON 09/06/2020.

The Environment Public Hearing for below mentioned sand and ghats (Total
32) of Yavatmal, Babhulgaon, Arni, Ralegaon, Kalamb, Ghatanji, Zari-Jamni,
Wani, Maregaon, Umarkhed, & Mahagaon Talukas in Yavatmal District was
conducted through Zoom App on 09/06/2020 at 12.00 Noon from Collector
Office, Tal. Dist. Yavatmal.

131(.) Name of Proposed Sand Ghats Taluka
1 | Sakur, Bori Gosavi-1, Bori Gosavi-2 _ Yavatmal
2 | Bhaiyyapur, Watkhed Khu., Nagargaon, Watkhed (Bu.) | Babhulgaon
3 | Sakur-1, Sakur-2, Mukindpur, Ranidhanora-2 Arni
4 | Raochini-2, Jagjai _ j Ralegaon
5 | Aurangpur L ] Kalamb
6 | Ratnapur, Koli(Bu.), Vilayata, Manusdhari Ghatanji __
7 | Hirapur-3, Watholi B B Zari-Jamni
8 | Surjapur, [jasan, Bhurki-1 j Wani
9 | Apti Dakshin, Apti Uttar Maregaon
10 | Sakhara, Chalgani, Hatla, Lohara (Khu.) Umarkhed
11 | Karanjkhed-1, Thar Khurd, Bhosa Mahagaon

Hon’ble Member Secretary, MPCB, Mumbai has issued office order vide
letter no. BO/JD(WPC)/PH/B-200506-FTS-0006 dated 06/05/2020 for panel
formation as given below for the public hearing. '

1. Shri. M. D. Singh (LA.S.), -
District Collector,
Yavatmal.

2. Shri A. M. Kare, -
Regional Officer,
MPCB, Chandrapur

3. Shri Ajit Patil, -
Sub-Regional Officer,
MPCB, Chandrapur

Convener of public hearing Shri. Ajit Patil, Sub-Regional Officer,
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Chandrapur welcomed the Chairman of
public hearing panel, Regional Officer, M.P.C. Board, Chandrapur who was
attending the hearing through Zoom App, officers of Revenue Department and
all citizens of Yavatmal District who were attending the public hearing

Chairman

Member

Convener
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through Zoom App. Then the public hearing was started with the permission
of Hon’ble Chairman. '

At the outset, Convener of Public Hearing explained that it is
mandatory to obtain environmental clearance for certain type of projects
according to the provisions of EIA Notification of Ministry of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change, New Delhi dtd. 14/09/2006 and Amendment dtd.
01/12/2009 and environmental public hearing is mandatory before obtaining
the environmental clearance.

Project Proponent, District Mining Officer, Yavatmal has submitted
proposal on 05/05/2020 alongwith requisite fees for the environmental public
hearing for proposed sand excavation activity of total 32 sand ghats of
Yavatmal District.

Convener further explained that Mining Department, Govt. of India has
published ‘Sand Mining Framework, 2018’ in March 2018 in which certain
guidelines were given for sand excavation. Hon’ble National Green Tribunal
(NGT) in its order dtd. 19/09/2018 in the matter of OA No. 368/2015 issued
directions to coordinate with Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate
Change and to make necessary changes in the policies as per Sustainable Sand
Mining Guidelines, 2016 and Sand Mining Framework, 2018 and 2020 and to
conduct environmental public hearing.

Convener of Public hearing further narrated that the main purpose of
public hearing is to get acquainted with the citizen’s views about the various
aspects of project and the effects thereof. Also, to make people aware about
the pollution control arrangements required in the project and the concerned
rules, and to consider the views expressed during the public hearing.

Accordingly, project proponent had submitted an application to
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB) for conducting Public Hearing
as per the provisions of EIA Notification-2006. It was decided to hold public
hearing in respect of the said project on 09/06/2020 through Zoom App due to
Covid-19 Pandemic situation in consultation with District Collector,
Yavatmal. It was briefed that, said public hearing is being conducted through
Zoom App, according to the provisions made in the letter by Environment
Department, GOM dtd. 04/05/2020 and letter dtd. 27/04/2020 from Revenue
& Forest Department, Mantralaya, Mumbai. Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board has published public notices in Marathi newspaper namely “Loksatta”
and English newspaper “The Hitvada” on dated 06/05/2020. The appeal was
made to the concerned to submit objections, suggestions, complaints,
comments, if any, in respect of the said project to concerned regulatory
authorities.
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Copy of draft EMP report along with executive summary in respect of
the said project were made available in English/ Marathi in the following
offices to apprise the public.

(1) Joint Director (Water Pollution Control), Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board, Kalpataru Point, 3 and 4% Floor, Opp. Cine Planet, Near Sion
Circle, Sion (E), Mumbai-400022

(2) Regional Office, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, First Floor, Udyog
Bhavan, Oppositc Bus-Stand, Railway Station Road, Chandrapur

(3) Sub-Regional Office, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, First Floor,
Udyog Bhavan, Opposite Bus-Stand, Railway Station Road, Chandrapur

(4) Collector Office, Yavatmal

(5) Zilha Parishad, Yavatmal.

(6) District Industries Center, Yavatmal.

(7) Sub-Divisional Office Dist. Yavatmal.

(8) Tahsil Office, Yavatmal, Babhulgaon, Arni, Ralegaon, Kalamb, Ghatanji,
Zari-Jamni, Wani, Maregaon, Umarkhed, Mahagaon, Dist. Yavatmal.

(9) Gram-Panchayat Offices —

a. Sakur, Bori Gosavi-1, Bori Gosavi-2, Tal. Dist. Yavatmal.
. Bhaiyyapur, Watkhed Khu., Nagargaon, Watkhed (Bu.), Tal. Babhulgaon,
Dist. Yavatmal.

. Sakur-1, Sakur-2, Mukindpur, Ranidhanora-2, Tal. Ami, Dist. Yavatmal.

- Raohini-2, Jagjai, Tal. Ralegaon, Dist. Yavatmal.

. Aurangpur, Tal. Kalamb, Dist. Yavatmal.

Ratnapur, Koli(Bu.), Vilayata, Manusdhari, Tal. Ghatanji, Dist. Yavatmal.

. Hirapur-3, Watholi, Tal. Zari-Jamni, Dist. Yavatmal.

. Surjapur, ljasan, Bhurki-1, Tal. Wani, Dist. Yavatmal.

Apti Dakshin, Apti Uttar, Tal. Maregaon, Dist. Yavatmal.
Sakhara, Chalgani, Hatla, Lohara (Khu.), Tal. Umarkhed, Dist. Yavatmal.

. Karanjkhed-1, Thar Khurd, Bhosa, Tal. Mahagaon, Dist. Yavatmal.

The above authorities at Sr. No. 5 to 9 above, were also requested to
arrange vide publicity within ‘their respective jurisdiction requesting the
affected persons to send their comments to the concerned regulatory
authorities.

~n

AT SR Mo Ao

The venue for the said public hearing was decided at Collector Office,
Tal. Dist. Yavatmal through Zoom App. The said venue was finalized
considering easy accessibility to local people on the site of proposed project.
The list of objections & suggestions as per each sand ghats in tabulated format
is enclosed sperately with these Minute of Meeting.

A Public Hearing Panel comprising of the following members was
constituted by Maharashtra Pollution Control Board on 06/05/2020 in
accordance with the EIA Notification dated 14% September, 2006 and ag
amended thereto issued by Ministry of Environment, Forest, Climate Change,
Govt. of India, New Delhi:-
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FOLLOWING HAVE PARTICIPATED DURING THE DISCUSSIONS
QUESTIONS AND __COMMENTS /

MADE _BY PROJECT

PROPONENT/ MPCB GIVEN BY PROJECT PROPONENT/PROJECT

CONSULTANT/PUBLIC HEARING COMMITTEE

1) Prof. Dr. Arvind P. Soni, Aapli Nadi Aapli Reti, Nagpur:-

Sr.
No.
1

Objection/Suggestion/
Question

Comments / made by i’:roject
Proponent/ MPCB

I congratulate Chairman for details
given of project. Government has
framed some rules for sustained mining.
Tracking devices are installed on trucks
but action taken on the basis of tracking
data?

Chairman of Public Hearing
Panel informed that, Normally
GPS is used. Recently action in
Pandharkawada, concerned
person was using other route
than designated & we took
action against it. We will ensure
that this system will be on all
tractors/vehicles transporting
sand.

CC footage is seen only once in a month
due to which we cannot take effective
action. Sand is excavated from ﬂowing'
water by JCB & this information don’t

Chairman of Public Hearing
Panel informed that, CCTV
cameras are installed and your
suggestion is noted.

| reach upto District Collector.

CCTV footage be live on district
website 24x7. There should be helpline
number where people can complain &
which will be known to District
Collector. We will use latest technology.

We will install CCTV at sand
ghats. Revenue Department took
307 actions & charged fine of
Rs. 5 Crores (80% amount
recovered).

We may put helpline number on cloud-
based technology. Also using app we
may get real time status.

2) Shri. Pratap Goswami, General Secretary, Jagrut Kisan Manch,

Nagpur:-
Sr. ObjectionISuggesti(;n/ Comments / made by Project
No. Question Proponent/ MPCB
1 | People/Farmers of project affected | Chairman of Public Hearing

villages don’t have access to internet &
so cannot participate in this Public
Hearing which is being conducted on

Panel informed that, Public
Hearing is being conducted as
directed by ‘higher authorities
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Public
District

Zoom App. Postpone this
Hearing & conduct it at
Collector’s Office.

vide Environment Department,
GOM'’s letter dtd. 04/05/2020.
Time of 1 month was given to
people for complaints,
objections, claims.

Kindly consider subsequent holding
meeting at office after normalization of
situation. We don’t have access to
Environment Management Plant &
website. People cannot study project
report. How to raise objections?

Chairman of Public Hearing
Panel informed that, documents
are uploaded on website. Also
copies are kept at all concerned
Gram Panchayats & time of one
month given (Executive
Summary &  Environment
Management Plan are provided).
We will personally send you
details.

Unless 1 have access to Enviromment
Management Plan how can I raise

query?

Chairman of Public Hearing
Panel informed that, we have
already uploaded Environment
Management Plan. Documents
regarding Public Hearing are
available on website.

3)

Miss. Sarika Uttarwar, Yavatmal, Tal. Dist. Yavatmal:-

Sr.
No.

Objection/Suggestion/
Question

Comments / made by
Project Proponent/ MPCB

Chairman of Public Hearing
Panel informed that, the
points raised are noted & it
will be informed to higher
authorities.

1 | Due to sand mining pollution will occur.
Mining will cause pollution. We should
save sand mines & thereby preserve
rivers. Not to give permission of sand
mining. When we have option of crushed
sand then why are going for sand mining?
Artificial sand is used now-a-days at many
places. Actually affected attending this
public hearing are less.

4) Shri. Sumer Bora, Yavatmal:-

Comments / made by
Project Proponent/ MPCB

Sr. Objection/Suggestion/
No. Question

Chairman of Public Hearing
Panel informed that, the point

1 | Water conservation is required & due to
sand mining there will be pollution.
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is noted.

Lot of efforts of water conservation are
made & this should be augmented by
banning sand mining.

Noted,

5) Shri. Umashankar B. Bhadule, Field Officer, M. P. C. Board,
Chandrapur.

Comments / made by

Sr. Objection/Suggestion/
No. Question Project Proponent/ MPCB
1 Is there any tree cutting proposed? Will | Chairman of Public Hearing

there be demarcation of mining area?

Panel informed that, point is
noted.

6) Shri. Sudhir Paliwal, Vidarbha Environment Action Group, Tal &

Dist. Nagpur:-

Sr.
No.

Objection/Suggestion/
Question

Comments / made by
Project Proponent/ MPCB

What is the Panel constituted for this
Public Hearing as notification?

Chairman of Public Hearing
Panel informed that, District
Collector, Yavatmal is
Chairman of Public Hearing,
Regional Officer, M. P. C.
Board, Chandrapur is member
of the Public Hearing Panel &
Sub-Regional Officer, M. P.
C. Board, Chandrapur is
Convener of Public Hearing.

followed. There is case in court at Nagpur
today. Use of Zoom App is not safe.
Environment Management Plan,
newspaper notice is not available on
MPCB website. Executive Summary is
available on website. People cannot reach

offices to study the documents in this

2 | I have sent complaint on email. Chairman of Public Hearing
Panel informed that, we have
taken note of it. It is with
MPCB on record.

3 | Public Hearing procedure is not being | Chairman of Public Hearing

informed that, points are
noted & decision regarding
use of Zoom app & above
points  will be taken.
Documents are available on
website. Convener of Public
Hearing &  Sub-Regional
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Covid-19 Pandemic &  Lockdown

situation.

Officer, MPCB, Chandrapur
informed that, mostly
executive summary  are
uploaded on website, Copies
of EIA/EMP are kept at Gram
Panchayat Officer, this is
MPCB procedure.

You are requested to display the locations
of all sand ghats vide Google Maps.

Project Proponent displayed
Google Maps of all sand ghats
on board. Red margins are
boundaries of sand ghats.

7) Shri. Prashant Chavan, Village Hatla, Tal. Umarkhed, Dist.

Chandrapur

Sr. Objection/Suggestion/ Comments / made by
No. Question Project Proponent/ MPCB
1 | Sand ghat survey no. 47, 48, 49 are in use | Convener of Public Hearing

from last 10 years. Now, proposed ghat is
of 4285 brass quantity, nut quantity is less
available there. You are requested to
conduct the survey again.

&  Sub-Regional Officer,
MPCB, Chandrapur informed
that, technical committee at
Taluka level has already
conducted survey. The point
of reconducting survey again
is noted.

8)

Shri. Devendra Chavan, Village Hatla, Tal. Umarkhed, Dist.

Yavatmal:-

Sr.

No.

Objection/Suggestion/
Question

Comments / made by
Project Proponent/ MPCB

1

Sand ghat at Hatla is of more quantity & so
its rate should be less. Now, its cost is
more. Sand Ghat is about 30 kms. From

Convener of Public Hearing
&  Sub-Regional Officer,
MPCB, Chandrapur informed
that, the point is noted.

| Taluka place.
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The Chairman of the Public Hearing briefed the people present if there
are any other question /issues, the same may be asked. However, nobody came
with any question. He announced that copy of the proceedings and CD of the
public hearing will be made available in due course of time in MPCB office at
Regional Office, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, First Floor, Udyog
Bhavan, Opposite Bus-Stand, Railway Station Road, Chandrapur.

The Chairman of the Committee while concluding the proceedings,
summarized various points raised and declared that public hearing is ended,

and concluded the public hearing with vote of thanks.

2346:2020 Xl L - %/
(Ajit V. Patil) (Ashoki % Kare) [M. D. Singh, (LA.S.)|

Convener of the Public Member of the Public District Magistrate,
Hearing Committee and Hearing Committee and  Yavatmal & Chairman of the
Sub Regional Officer, I/c. Regional Officer, Public Hearing Committee

MPCB, Chandrapur MPCB, Chandrapur
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MAHARASHTRA POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Tel: 24024022/24020781/ 24010437 | Kalpataru Point, 3" Floor,
Fax: 24093814 / 24044532 ~ESSF.  Sion- Matunga Scheme Road No.8,
website: http://www.mpcb.gov.in Near Sion Circle, Sion (E)

-mail: enqui b.gov.i ey i -
E-mail: enquiry@mpcb.gov.in | S Mumbai - 400 022
No. BOND (WPC)/PHIB- 200408 ~F7£~ 0004 Date: § /5~ /2020

OFFICE ORDER NO.E- .0f OF 2020

In compliance of Notification S. O. 1533 dt. 14/09/2006 and amended
Notification S.0. 3067 (E) dt. 01/12/2009 of Ministry of Environment and Forests,

Govemnment of India, the Public Hearing Panel in respect Proposed Project of 32 Sand
Mining in Yavatmal District Proposed by District Mining officer, Yavatmal Collector
Office, Yavatmal, Maharashtra,is as below;

1) District Magistrate, Yavatmal Chairman
Or his representative not below the

Rank of an Additional District Magistrate

Representative of Maharashtra Pollution Control Board

2) Regional Officer, M.P C. Board, Chandrapur Member
3) Sub Regional Officer, M. P. C. Board, Chandrapur Convener
will work as:

The Members are requested to make it convenient to attend the Public Hearing

Copy submitted for Information to:
1) The Principal Secretary, Environment Department, Govt. of Maharashtra,

Mantralaya, Mumbai- 400 032
2) The Chairman M. P. C. Board, Mumbai
Copy for Information to:
District Collector, Yavatmal .
Copy for Information & necessary action to:
1) Regional Officer, M. P. C. Board, Chandrapur.
2) Sub Regional Officer, M. P. C. Board, Chandrapur - He is instructed to ensure
that the copies are served to all concerned.
3) EIC, M. P. C. Board, Mumbai - For Information & display on website. — Soft
copy of Executive Summary sent to EIC section.
Copy to project proponent:
District Mining officer, Yavatmal, Collector Office, Yavatmal.
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s | NOTICE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING

' - Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Chandrapurs.

District Mining Officer, Mining Department, Collector Office, Yavatmal has applied to the Board-for
conducting Environmental Public Hearing for their proposed 32 Sand Mining Projects. As per Ministry of
Environment & Forests, Government of India, New Delhi Notification dated 14/09/2006 & as amended on
01/12/2009, Public Hearing is proposed to be conducted from environmental angle for above project.

Now, pursuant to the request of project proponent, Public Hearing is proposed to be conducted from
*} environmental angle for above project.

I For the same, advertisements were published by Collector Office, Yavatmal in Daily NewspaperJ
‘Lokmat’ & Daily Newspaper ‘Hitvada’ on 19/03/2020 & Corrigendum was published on 20/03/2020 in
Daily Newspaper ‘Lokmat’ & ‘Hitvada’. It was mentioned in the advertisement that, the DSR reports of
proposed 32 Sand Mining projects are uploaded on Government's website & written suggestions /
objections were called by them.

participate in public hearing. Oral and written suggestions can also be presented during public hearing to be
conducted as per schedule given below.
Date : 09.06.2020
Time : 12:00PM
Venue : CollectorOffice, Tal. Dist. Yavatmal
Suggestions, views, comments and objections about the project can be filed at the following address in
writing from date of publication of the notice till the date of public hearing or can be sent by email.
Regional Office & Sub-Regional Office,
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,
First Floor, Udyog Bhavan, Opposite Bus-Stand,
Railway Station Road, Chandrapur - 442 m
Ph. No. 07172- 251965
Email :- srochandrapur@mpcb.gov.in
miningofficeryavatmal@gmail.com
Copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report / Environmental Management
Plan (EMP) & Executive Summary containing the salient features of the project both in English and
Marathi are available at the following offices to the knowledge of concerned. Concerned persans
will be provided access to the EIA / EMP report, executive summary of above project during office
hours at below mentioned offices.
(1) Joint Director (Water Pollution Control), Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Kalpataru Point, 3" and
4"Floor, Opp. Cine Planet, Near Sion Circle, Sion (E), Mumbai - 400 022.
(2) Regional Office & Sub-Regional Office, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, First Floor, Udyog
Bhavan, Opposite Bus -Stand, Railway Station Road, Chandrapur.
(3) CollectorOffice, Yavatmal, Zilha Parishad, Yavatmal, District Industries Center, Yavatmal.
(4) Al Sub Divisional Offices, All Tahsil Offices, All Panchayat Samiti Offices & 32 concerned Gram
Panchayat Offices, Dist. Yavatmal.
At present, there is outbreak of COVID-19 Pandemic & Lockdown has been imposed by Government. If
gathering of people could not be possible on the day of Public Hearing due to this Pandemic & Lockdown
situation, then the said Public Hearing will be conducted on Zoom App by Collector Office, Yavatmal. (This
advertisementis published as per approval of Hon'ble District Collector, Yavatmal). Detaﬁs of ZoomAppare
asbelow -
Zoom App Meeting ID :- 75581073632
Password :- 6CiPta Sd/-

-

All persons including bonafide residents, environmental groups and others located in the area can }

Sub-Regional Officer
MPCB, Chandrapur & Convener
Environment Public Hearing
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Attendance Sheet

Public Hearing of 32 Sand Ghat of Yavatmal District, dated 09/06/2020

Sr.No. Name of Person

1 Shri.M Devendar Singh, Collector Yavatmal & Chairman of Public Hearing
Panel

2 Shri.Sunil Mahindrakar, Additional Collector Yavatmal

3 Shri. A.M. Kare, Regional Officer, M.P.C.B. Chandrapur & Member, Public
Hearing Panel

4 Shri. Ajit Patil, Sub- Regional Officer, M.P.C.B. Chandrapur & Convener of
Public Hearing

5 Shri.Umesh B.Bhadule, Field Officer MPCB, Chandrapur

6 Shri.Rajendra P.Suryawanshi, Field Officer MPCB, Chandrapur

7 Shri. R.H.Gosavi , Minning Officer

8 Shri.Prateek R.Chinchmalapuri , GSDA Yavatmal

9 Shri.Saurabh S.Motghare, GSDA Yavatmal

10 Shri.Anirudh bakshi

11 Shri.Kunal Zalte

12 Dr.Santosh Bhosale

13 Shri.Ashish Shukla, ETCPL

14 Shri SDO Darwha, Dist Yavatmal

15 Miss.Takshashila N.Gajbhiye, Jr Geo, Yavatmal

16 Shri. Tehsildar Ralegaon, Dist. Yavatmal

17 Shri.Tahsildar Wani, Dist. Yavatmal

18 Shri.Tahsildar Wani, Dist. Yavatmal

19 Shri.Tehsildar Arni, Dist. Yavatmal

20 Shri.Prof.Arvind Pramod Soni, Aapli Nadi Aapli Reti, Nagpur

21 Shri.Pratap Goswami, Jagrut Kisan Manch, Nagpur.

22 Smt. Sarika Uttarwar, Yavatmal

23 Shri.Sumer Bohra, Yavatmal.

24 Shri Sudhir Paliwal, VEAG, Nagpur.

25 Smt. Sunanda Reddy

26 Shri.Sanjay Ingle

Shri Rehan Babukhan Farukhi




28 Shri Anup Kaparthi
29 Shri Devendra Chavhan, Tal Umarkhed, Dist Yavatmal
30 Shri. Manoj Kukade
31 Shri.Piyush Mungilwar
32 Galaxy 38

33 E9443637

34 Dr. Baraskar

35 Sarika Uttarwar

36 Kaustubh Bhurchandi
37 Galaxy Tab- A

38 Baf5a44

39 Vivo 1807

40 HP

41 Admin2

42 Irfan Faruki

43 Redmi

44 Misbah Khan

45 Prashant Chavhan

46 Abc

47 Bhagyashri PO

48 Rajendra Gosavi

49 Prashil Shukla

50 Manav Amol Naik

51 Aasim Ansari

52 Galaxy M30s

53 Ashok’s Ipad

54 Dilip Kulsane

55 Lenovo

56 Oppofls

57 Nilima Warhade

58

Prabhakar Pande




¥ wre ferame IEa

Sadik Sheikh <sheikhsadik56@gmail.com>

Tue 09/06/2020 13:44 ‘

To: SRO Chandrapur <srochandrapur@mpcb.gov.in>
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Sub: Environmental Public Hearing of 32 Sand Ghats in Yavatmal District

vidarbha environment <veag.nagpur@gmail.com>
Tue 09/06/2020 01:09
To: RO Chandrapur <rochandrapur@mpcb.gov.in>; mpcbchandrapur@mpcb.gov.in <mpcbchandrapur@mpcb.gov.in>;
SRO Chandrapur <srochandrapur@mpcb.gov.in>
To, 08-06-2020
The Convenor,
Environment Public Hearing,
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Chandrapur - 442401
E Mail : rochandrapur@mpcb.gov.in
mpcbchandrapur@mpch.gov.in
srochandrapur@mpcb.gov.in

Sub: Environmental Public Hearing of 32 Sand Ghats in Yavatmal District

Dear Sir,

MPCB has proposed Environmental Public Hearing of 23 Sand Ghats in Yavatmal District
on 9th June 2020 at 12 pm at Collector Office. It is understood that public hearing will be

conducted by Zoom App.

This public hearing needs to be cancelled immediately as during lockdown period of Covid
- 19 Government of India has prohibited assembly of people in public places. This public
hearing is being conducted illegally as due to Carona Pandemic it is not possible for the
stake holders and Environmental groups to attend public hearing. The sand ghats are
spread all over Yavatmal District and it is not possible for project affected persons and
stake holders to come all the way to attend the public hearing at Yavatmal.

We, Vidarbha Environmental Action Group, strongly object to the procedure for conducting
public hearing on "digital platforms" like ZOOM as such procedure is not laid down in
MOEF notification 2006 and amendment 2009. Please note that majority of citizens in
India are not techno savvy and do not have competence and facility to use digital
platform and hence will be deprived of their legitimate and fundamental right of
"freedom of expression” as they will not be able to participate in such digital public
hearings.

It is submitted that the public hearing must be cancelled as fundamental rights of
citizens u/a 14, 19, 21 of constitution of India needs to be protected.

PLEASE NOTE THAT 1 HAVE FILED A PIL BEFORE BOMBAY HIGH COURT,
YAVATMAIL BENCH. THE COPY OF THE SAME IS ALREADY SERVED TO STATE OF
MAHARASHTRA AND MPCB.

You are requested to postpone the Public Hearing till the matter is decided by

Hon’ble High Court.
Our objections to the Public Hearing & proposed project are as follows:-

1. The details like Public Notice, EIA Report, DSR, NOC from Gram Panchayat are
not available on the web site of the MPCB or Project proponent. During Covid-19
lockdown it is not ©possible to personally visit the office of
MPCB/Collector/Grampanchayat and see the copy of above documents, therefore
this public hearing needs to be cancelled immediately.

2. The environmental public hearing of 32 sand ghats is clubbed together which is
illegal and therefore needs to be cancelled.

3. Sand and gravel together known as aggregate, represent the highest volume of
raw material used on earth after water. Now the mining of sand has reached a level



threatening the environment and ecosystem.

4. It is recommended that sand mining should be done only after sound scientific
assessment and adopting best practices to limit the impact on the environment.
However such guidelines are rarely followed.

5. This public hearing should be cancelled as no regular audit of Sand reserves in
Yavatmal district is undertaken by an independent agency. The actual demand of
sand in Yavatmal district is not established, excess sand mining will destroy the
ecology and also give rise to smuggling.

6. From the information provided by MPCB on its website for the present public
hearing for Sand Ghats in Yavatmal District it is clear that the Pre-Feasibility
Report, Mining Plan and Progressive Mine Closure Plan are not based on factual
data. The report is prepared without proper survey and therefore needs to be
rejected.

7. The amount of sand proposed to be removed is not in proportion to its
replenishment rate and river width.

8. The above documents are prepared in hurry with sole intention of completing the
formalities so that Ghats can be auctioned at the earliest.

9. The Sand mining in Yavatmal District is unsustainable and will severely impact
the flow of rivers across the district.

10. Removal of sand would also lead to an increase in water pollution and impact
biodiversity.

11. Sand mining will alter the river bed, force the river to change course, erode
banks and lead to flooding.

12. Sand mining will also destroy the habitat of aquatic animals and micro-
organisms besides affecting groundwater recharge.

13. We strongly oppose Sand Mining in Yavatmal District because Sand Mining
within or near riverbed has a direct impact on the stream's physical characteristics,
such as channel geometry, bed elevation, substratum composition and stability, in-
stream roughness of the bed, flow velocity, discharge capacity, sediment transport
capacity, turbidity, temperature etc. Alteration or modification of the above
attributes may cause hazardous impact on ecological equilibrium of riverine regime.
This may also cause adverse impact on in-stream biota and riparian habitats. This
disturbance may also cause changes in channel configuration and flow-paths.

14. The sand mining will increases turbidity which prevents penetration of light
required for photosynthesis and reduces food availability of aquatic fauna.

15. Manual mining is proposed, but in fact it never takes place, over use of
machines will kill the river because enforcement and monitoring of guidelines for
sustainable mining is very weak in Yavatmal district.

16. As Sand mining is lucrative business illegal extraction is bound to take place.

17. lllegal and unscientific sand mining is one of the biggest ecological disasters in
modern India. Therefore River sand should be completely banned.

18. As the Government authorities are ill equipped to prevent unscientific and illegal
sand mining, the officers are reluctant to risk their life. In 2017 around 26 people,
including journalists and police officers, lost their lives while trying to stop illegal
sand mining.

19. It may please be noted that the 2016 guidelines for sustainable sand mining of
Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) does not
acknowledge existence of mafia, laying the burden of responsibility to implement
sand extraction rules on inadequately trained and equipped district level officers
who are vulnerable to threat and attack by the mafia.

20. Ecological impacts such as loss of habitats and species disturbance are a result
of continuous mining of sand due to removal of channel substrate, suspension of
sediments and clearance of vegetation.

21. There is no plan to ensure that the rivers are protected from bank and bed
erosion beyond its stable profile,

22. Riparian habitat including vegetative cover on and adjacent to the river banks
controls erosion, provide nutrient inputs into the stream and prevents intrusion of
pollutants in the stream through runoff. Sand mining will destroy the riparian



vegetative cover which will cause river bank erosion and change of morphology of
the river.

23. In Yavatmal District rivers are a major source of drinking water; Sand mining
will pollute the river water leading to water quality deterioration thereby depriving
large population from safe drinking water.

24. Many of the sand ghats in Yavatmal district are close to bridge supports,
drinking water intake wells, pipe lines or other structures. These structures are at
risk of collapse and loss of life, in fact as per Times of India report in August 2016
many people died when a bridge on Savitri River near Mahad in Maharashtra
collapsed due to excessive sand mining.

25. Please note that a study by central government revealed that Maharashtra
lagged in terms of implementing the sand mining policy despite being a frontrunner
in construction activities. It further stated that Maharashtra “is the only state that
does not have any figure for the total production of river sand”. It noted that the
electronic monitoring of the sand extraction process using CCTVs “is followed in
some districts”. Maharashtra is yet to implement use of geo-fencing and GPS-
enabied transportation to check movement of Sand.

26. Enforcement & Monitoring Guidelines for Sand Mining 2020 issued by
MoEF&CC are not considered while preparing the DSR or EMP.

27. Under such circumstances no public hearing should be conducted till mining
policy is implemented and also CCTVs are installed in all sand ghats of Yavatmal
district.

28. River Sand mining in Maharashtra should be immediately stopped. Many States
like Tamilnadu, Karnataka & Kerala have banned River Sand mining. These states
are exploring options like manufactured sand, produced by crushing of rocks and
quarry stones.

29. The Swachh Bharat Mission (under MoUD) envisages processing of 100% solid
waste generated in cities / towns as a key objective, which includes Construction &
Demolition wastes. Ministry of Urban Development (MoUD) vide its circular dated
28th June, 2012 directed all states to set up C & D waste recycling facilities in all
cities with population of over 1 million. C & D Waste Management Rules, 2016 -
Notification issued by MOEF&CC promote recycling of Sand recovered from C & D
waste. Such recycled sand can meet substantial requirement of sand in many cities.
30. Industrial solid waste like Steel Plant Slag and Fly Ash are being used to
manufacture artificial sand which is a green building material and has potential to
meet nationwide demand of Sand.

31. The project proponent has failed to conduct replenishment study for river bed
sand in order to nullify the adverse impacts arising due to excessive sand
extraction.

32. Yavatmal district have forests like Tipeshwar, Tivsala, Umbarda, Bitargoan.
Tipeshwar and Painganga are wildlife sanctuaries most of the rivers in Yavatmal
flow through these forests. Extracting sand from these rivers is not sustainable as it
will destroy the fragile ecology of the region. These rivers are used as corridor by
wild animals including Tigers. These rivers are also habitat of many rare species of
aquatic creatures and Fishes. Sand Mining in such area will lead to poaching in
large scale, which is serious offence under Wildlife Protection act.

In view of above submissions we request you to record our objections and cancel the
Public Hearing as river sand mining is not sustainable for fragile ecology of Yavatmal
District.

You are also requested to read out our objections during the Public Hearing.

Thanking You,
Yours Sincerely,

Sudhir Paliwal



Convener,
VIDARBHA ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION GROUP, Nagpur



Comments, questions, and suggestions for the public hearing to be held on 09th
June 2020 for "Public Hearing for 32 Sand Ghat Projects in district Yavatmal, in the
name of Project Proponent - District Mining Officer, Collector Office, Yavatmal”

Prasad Khale <prasad1@cat.org.in>

Mon 08/06/2020 20:19

To: E. Ravendiran <ms@mpcb.gov.in>; Sudhir Shrivastava <chairman@mpcb.gov.in>; RO Chandrapur
<rochandrapur@mpcb.gov.in>; mpchchandrapur@mpcb.gov.in <mpcbchandrapur@mpcb.gov.in>; SRO Chandrapur
<srochandrapur@mpcb.gov.in>; collector.yavatmal@maharashtra.gov.in <collector.yavatmal@maharashtra.gov.in>;
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CONSERVATION ACTION TRUST

5, Sahakar Bhavan, 1st Floor, LBS Road, Narayan Nagar, Ghatkopar {W),
Mumbai ~ 400086
Work: 022 - 25122422/23

08" June 2020

The Member Secretary
Maharashtra Pollution Contrcl Board

Kalpataru Point, 3" Floor,
Near Sion Circle, Sion,
Mumbai - 400022

Dear Sir,

Comments, questions, and suggestions for the public hearing to be held on 09" June 2020 for “Public Hearing
for 32 Sand Ghat Projects in district Yavatmal, in the name of Project Proponent - District Mining Officer,

Collector Office, Yavatmal”

Please find below the comments and questions pertaining to the above-referred projects. We request you to
kindly cancel the public hearing, as during the lockdown period of COVID - 19 Government of India has
prohibited assembly of people in public places. We had a problem while connecting to the zoom applicaticn

to attend the public hearing held on 04" June for Gadchiroli District. Hence, it seems that it will be impossible
for the locals to attend the public hearing via a zoom application or any other digital platform. We request you
to kindly forward our letter to the project proponent as per the provisions of the EIA Notification, 2006 and

ensure that the queries raised are addressed appropriately.

1. The copy of the draft EIA report was not made available to anyone due to the lockdown in the
entire country. It is important to make available the soft copy of the EIA report on the public domain

as this will give a fair cpportunity to all concerned individuals, groups, and organizations to submit

their detailed representations.
2. Kindly furnish a copy of the draft EIA report.
3. Have the ToRs been fully complied with?

4. Have the EIA been prepared in line with MoEF&CC guidelines for sand mine projects?



5. What is the distance between the proposed mine site and the location of the public hearing?

6. Sand and gravel together known as aggregate, represent the highest volume of raw material used
on earth after water. Now the mining of sand has reached a level threatening the environment and
ecosystem.

7. It is recommended that sand mining should be done only after sound scientific assessment and
adopting best practices to limit the impact on the environment, However, such guidelines are rarely
followed.

8.  This public hearing shoutd be canceled as no regular audit of Sand reserves in Yavatmal district is
undertaken by an independent agency.

9. From the information provided by MPCB for the present public hearing for Sand Ghats in
Yavatmal District, the Pre-Feasibility Report, Mining Plan, and Progressive Mine Closure Plan are not
based on factual data. The report is prepared without proper survey and therefore needs to be
rejected.

10. The amount of sand proposed to be removed is not in proportion to its replenishment rate and
river width.

11. Sand mining in Yavatmal District is unsustainable and wil} severely impact the flow of rivers across
the district.

12. Removal of sand would also lead to an increase in water poliution and impact biodiversity.

13. Sand mining will alter the riverbed, force the river to change course, erode banks, and lead to
flooding.

14.  Sand mining will also destroy the habitat of aquatic animals and micro-organisms besides
affecting groundwater recharge.

15.  We strongly oppose Sand Mining in Yavatmal District because Sand Mining within or near
riverbed has a direct impact on the stream's physical characteristics, such as channei geometry, bed
elevation, substratum composition and stability, in-stream roughness of the bed, flow velocity,
discharge capacity, sediment transport capacity, turbidity, temperature, eic. Alteration or modification
of the above attributes may cause a hazardous impact on the ecological equilibrium of the riverine
regime. This may also cause an adverse impact on in-stream biota and riparian habitats. This
disturbance may also cause changes in channel configuration and flow-paths.

16. The sand mining will increase turbidity which prevents penetration of light required for
photosynthesis and reduces the food availability of aquatic fauna.

17. Manual mining is proposed, but in fact, it never takes place, overuse of machines will kill the river
because enforcement and monitoring of guidelines for sustainabie mining are very weak in the

Yavatmal district.
18. As Sand mining is a lucrative business illegai extraction is bound to take place.
19. Illegal and unscientific sand mining is one of the biggest ecological disasters in modern India.

20. As the Government authorities are ill-equipped to prevent unscientific and illegal sand mining,
the officers are reluctant to risk their lives. In 2017 around 26 people, including journalists and police
officers, lost their lives while trying to stop illegal sand mining.

21. It may please be noted that the 2016 guidelines for sustainable sand mining of Ministry of
Environment Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) do not acknowledge the existence of mafia,



laying the burden of responsibility to implement sand extraction rules on inadequately trained and
equipped district level officers who are vulnerable to threat and attack by the mafia.

22. Ecological impacts such as loss of habitats and species disturbance are a result of continuous
mining of sand due to the removal of channel substrate, suspension of sediments, and clearance of

vegetation.

23. There is no plan to ensure that the rivers are protected from bank and bed erosion beyond its

stable profile.

24. Riparian habitat including a vegetative cover on and adjacent to the riverbank’s controls erosion,
provide nutrient inputs into the stream and prevents intrusion of pollutants in the stream through
runoff. Sand mining will destroy the riparian vegetative cover which will cause riverbank erosion and

change of morphology of the river.

25. In Yavatmal District rivers are a major source of drinking water, Sand mining will pollute the river
water leading to water quality deterioration thereby depriving a large population of safe drinking

water.

26. Many of the sand ghats in Yavatmal district are close to bridging supports, drinking water intake
wells, pipelines or other structures. These structures are at risk of collapse and loss of life, in fact as
per the Times of India report in August 2016 many people died when a bridge on Savitri River near
Mahad in Maharashtra cotlapsed due to excessive sand mining.

27. Please note that a study by the central government revealed that Maharashtra lagged in terms of
implementing the sand mining policy despite being a frontrunner in construction activities. It further
stated that Maharashtra “is the only state that does not have any figure for the total production of
river sand”. It noted that the electronic monitoring of the sand extraction process using CCTVs “is
followed in some districts”. Maharashtra is yet to implement the use of geofencing and GPS-enabled
transportation to check the movement of Sand.

28.  Under such circumstances no public hearing should be conducted till mining policy is
implemented and CCTVs are installed in all sand ghats of Yavatmal district.

29. River Sand Mining in Maharashtra should be immediately stopped. The many States like
Tamilnadu, Karnataka & Kerala have banned River Sand mining. These states are exploring options
like manufactured sand, produced by crushing of racks and quarry stones.

30. The Swachh Bharat Mission {(under MoUD) envisages the processing of 100% solid waste
generated in cities/towns as a key objective, which includes Construction & Demclition wastes.
Ministry of Urban Development (MoUD) vide its circular dated 28th June 2012 directed ali states to
set up C & D waste recycling facilities in all cities with a population of over 1 million. C & D Waste
Management Rules, 2016 — Notification issued by MOEF&CC promote recycling of Sand recovered
from C & D waste. Such recycled sand can meet the substantial requirement of sand in many cities.

31. Industrial solid waste like Steel Plant Slag and Fiy Ash is being used to manufacture artificial sand
which is a green building material and has the potential to meet the nationwide demand of Sand.

32. It seems that the project proponent is submitting the proposals in a phase-wise manner. Though
splitting the project in a phase-wise manner may be convenient for inviting tenders, there is no
environmental rationale for splitting the mine project in a phase-wise manner for obtaining ToRs, EC,
FCA, WLPA and other clearances. Splitting the project into several phases amounts to piecemealing of
clearances, and the environmental and ecological impacts of the entire project cannot, therefore, be
assessed in its totality.



33. Itis scientifically proven that the mines dramatically aiter landscapes, significantly impact wildlife
and wildlife corridors, shift population demographics, and pollute and degrade the environment,

34. Kindly provide the details of the Consultant/Organization who prepared the EIA report of the
proposed project. Is the Consultant/Organization having certification from QCI/NABET to carry out EIA
studies? Please furnish a copy of the NABET certificate of the Consultant/Organization.

35. Please furnish the list of National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries present in the study area.

36. Please furnish the details of Eco-Sensitive Zones of Protected areas around the proposed project
along with the maps.

37. Please furnish the details of Wildlife Corridors in the study area. Please alsc furnish copies of the
studies and reports relied upon.

38. Please provide proposed mitigation measures as per the guidelines provided by the MoEF&CC for
the sand mines.

39. What are the other allied activities proposed along with the project?

40. Kindly provide us with the list of all closed, ongoing, and proposed sand mines, industries, and
other infrastructural projects in the study area of 10km along with their GPS Coordinates.

41. Please furnish noise modeling details and prediction of noise during the operational phase of the
proposed project.

42. Kindly provide details of CSR activities along with detailed budget provisions.
43. Kindly provide details of the Wildlife Clearance obtained, if any, by the project proponent.

44. Please specify whether the proposal has been submitted to the National Tiger Conservation
Authority for Clearance.

45. Kindly provide a copy of the cumulative impact assessment study for all the existing and proposed
projects in the 15 km radius from the proposed sand mines.

46. Please furnish the copy of carrying capacity studies conducted, if any, of the region.

47. How will the sand be transported? What mechanisms will be used to suppress the dust during the
transport of the sand? Are there any roads proposed to be built to provide connectivity to this region?

48. What are the industries that the sand mine will cater to? What is the approximate distance of the
mines from those industries? How will the sand be transported to those industries?

49. What will be the impact of vehicular movement from the sand mine on the environment and

ecology of the region?
50. What are the proposed mitigation measures for the same?

51. Are there any further expansion plans for the proposed mine? Kindly provide all the documents
related to the proposed expansion, if any.

52. Piease provide the details of the expected deterioration of water quality. Please furnish studies

on the same, if any.
53. How will this impact the livelihoods of local communities?
54. What are the mitigation measures proposed for the same?

55. Please furnish a copy of the Social Impact Assessment study report for the proposed project.



56. During the runoff of water, what would be the downstream impact of the overburden and
additional sand that will flow along with the runoff?

57. Is there any compensation/reimbursement plan for the people whose livelihood will be
impacted? Please furnish full details.

58. Please furnish full details of the field visits conducted to undertake the ecological study including
copies of field notes. Please mention the full details of the members, their qualifications, and the

number of man-days spent on the ecological data collection.

58. What are the proposed facilities for the parking, washing, repairs, and maintenance of trucks and

other heavy equipment?
60. What facilities will be provided for drivers and cleaners?

61. What facilities will be provided for the workers of the mines? Are there any proposed hausing
facilities for them?

62. Will there be any cooking facilities provided to the workers? Will cooking fue! be provided? Kindly
provide all the details.

63. Kindly furnish the details of the sanitary facilities and sewage treatment proposed for the area.

64. What facilities are being provided for medical emergencies? Will this be free of cost in the case of

work-related accidents?

65. The acquisition of land will also lead to fragmentation of the land and will lead to a change in the
land use and land cover of the area. What steps are proposed to minimize this impact?

66. Are any measures proposed to safeguard the diversity? Please provide details for the same.
67. Please give details of proposed mitigation measures to protect the flora and fauna of the area.

68. Are there any near threatened, vuinerable, endangered, critically endangered species of flora and
fauna found in the area? Please furnish with details of the same.

69. Are there any species under Schedule | and Il of the Wild Life Protection Act {1972) observed in
the area? Please furnish the details of the same.

70. Please furnish copies of any ecological studies conducted for the proposed mine.

71. Please furnish a copy of the Disaster Management Plan, the Maximum Credible Accident

Scenario, and the Evacuation Plans during an emergency.

72. What are the mitigation measures that will be undertaken for protecting the wildlife corridors and
ensuring the free movement of Wildlife?

73. Kindly furnish a copy of the approved mine closure plan.

Yours faithfully,

Prasad Khale
Senior Conservation Officer

Prasad Khale, Senior Conservation Officer, Conservation Action Trust

www.cat.org.in
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VOOTKURI SUNANDA REDDY, B.A.LL.B

Environmentalist
President
Dharithri Paryavarana Parirakshana.Samstha
H.No.6-7-4i4, Shivaji Nagar,
Nalgonda Dist.-508001, Telangana State
Cell : 9848179729, 8985929148.
Email: sunandareddyvootkuri123@gmail.com

Dated; 01-06-2020
To

The Sub Regional Officer,
MPCB, Chandrapur,
Mabharashtra.

Sub: - Suggestions and Support for Public Hearing dated 09-06-2020 of proposed
Sand Mining in Yavatmal district proposed by District mining officer,
Yavatmal, Maharashtra.
Sir,

I V.Sunanda Reddy, I am the first environmentalist in India to support the
Sustainable industrial development. My best wishes and support to the management.
Generally Environmentalists opposes Mining activity. But I am whole heartedly supporting
the Mining activity because in India approximately 40 Crore youth between the age group
18to 35 years are waiting for employment opportunities and there is urgent need of industrial
development in Maharashtra State. At the same time there is a great necessity to protect the
ecological balance. 1 am giving you few suggestions to maintain the Ecological balance and

development of your Mining activity.

1. Your consultant has already conducted baseline survey of air, water. land it is very
good. My request is to collect the data of the health status of the people, Crop,
Production status and ground water availability status within 10 Kms radius. It is
very useful in future and utilize as a parameter to take precautionary affective
measures to maintain ecological maintenance. If there is any possibility to add this
report in final EIA report it is great welcoming.

2. My request and suggestion to you is to take up mining activity in phased manner like
Hector by Hector. i.e., when completed one Hector and then you start another Hector.
Mining for the sand ghat excavation is proposed to be carried out manually with open
cast method of mining engaging labor with help of crowbars, hand shovel, pickaxes
and baskets. Loading will be carried out manually. You should follow guidelines of
mining plan approved by BGM, govt. of Maharashtra.

3. In the land you are proposing for mining, certain amount of rain water will be received.
My humble request to you is to construct water harvesting structures and storage
structures to store the water. It is useful for your usage in Industry and also improves
ground water levels in this areu.



4. 1 appreciate that you have planned to take up plantation. My Suggestion is to take up 40-50%
plantation which is very essential to control pressure on ecological Balance because Indian
population is increasing 10 crores for every 10 years and it is very pressurized on natural
resources.

5. Please take up village plantation in nearby villages. Also consider avenue plantation in nearby
villages whose internal roads are bei ng used by your vehicles to transport the materials. This can
control dust pollution. My request is you should give priority to plant fruit bearing plants and
medicinal value plants instead of normal plants. It is very beneficial to control dust polluation as
well as fruits and medicinal valued plants are available in nearby villages.

6. Please give top priority to the local educated unemployed youth to give employment in your
Mining activity.

7. My humble request is to promote skill development trainings to unemployed youth to get better
skills so as to get employment opportunity in your Mining activity. These Trainings also helps
remaining youth to get jobs in other places. In countries like Japan and Korea, 96 percent youth
got skill development trainings. But in India only 5 to 6 percent youth have skill development
trainings.

8. My request is to form a Co-ordination committee with your company officials, Govt Officials,
PCB officials and villagers to take up plan of action of CSR budget. It is effectively helping and
meaningful to take up demand oriented works which is essential to village development. Please
discourage target oriented works, as this activity gives great credibility to you,

Once again my best wishes and support to your mining development. But at the same
time please maintain the Ecological balance, environmental safety and public health safety.

1 also congratulate environment consultancy which has prepared detailed EIA report
to your Project and is very good and satisfactory.

Finaily I am requesting the public hearing panel committee to recommend 1o
MOEFCC to give unconditional permission to sand mining in Yavatmal district, Maharashtra,

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully

N1 ﬁ«»ﬁ&(

(V.Sunanda Reddy)
Environmentalist.



