MAHARASHTRA POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Phone: 07172-251065/272410/268082 g Sub-Regional Office
Fax: 07172-251965 Udyog Bhavan, I8 Floor,
Visit us at www.mpcb.gov.in L4 Raillway Station Road,
E-mail: srochandrapur@mpcb.gov.in W7 Chandrapur - 442401
No. MPCB / SROC/ 575 / 2020 Date: 26/06 /2020

To,

The Joint Director (WPC),
M. P. C. Board, Sion {E),
Mumbai-22.

Sub:- Minutes of Environmental Proposed Sand Ghats (Total 55 Nos.) of Gadchiroli,
Dhanora, Armorl, Chamorshi, Mukchera, Aheri, Dasaigan], Kurkheda, &

Sironcha Talukas of Gadchirali District.

Ref- 1) Board's Office Order No. E-03 of 2020 dated 06/05/2020 regarding Panel.
2) Public Hearing conducted on 09/06/2020 at Coliector Office, Yavatmal.
3) Letter issued by Environment Department, GOM did. 04/05/2020
4) Letter issued by Revenue & Forest Dapartment, Mantralaya, Mumbali did.

27/04/2020

Sir,

With reference to above cited subject matter, Distict Mining Officer, Yavatmal had
appliad to the Board for conducting Environmental Public Hearing for their Proposed Project
of Sand Ghats (Total 55 Nos.) of Gadchiroli, Dhanora, Armori, Chamorshi, Mulchera, Aheri,
Desaigan), Kurkheda, & Sironcha Talukas of Gadchirof District through Zoom App. The Public
Hearing was conducted through Zoom App, according to the provisions made In the letter by
Environment Department, GOM dtd. 04/05/2020 and lelter dtd. 27/04/2020 from Revenue &

Forest Depariment, Mantralaya, Mumbai vide ref no. 3 & 4 above.
The Public Hearing was conducted on 04/06/2020 at Collector Office, Gadchiroli.

submitting herewith the copies of proceadings of the Public Hearing as under;

Minutes of Public Hearing In English & Marathi {One original Copy & one photocopy).
2) Copies of written submissions received regarding project.

Copy of attendance sheet,

DVD of video shooting at the time of Public Hearing.

5) Office order for constitution of Public Hearing Panel.

6) Noticas of Public Hearing published in Englich & Marathl Newspapers.

7) Letter Issued by Environment Department, GOM dtd. 04/05/2020

8} Letter issued by Revenue & Forest Depariment, Mantralaya, Mumbai did. 27/04/2020

9) Executive Summary (English & Marathi),
10) EMP Report,

This Is submitted for your perusal and onward submission.

Thanking you,
Yours Falthfully

(AJlt V. Patil}
Sub-Reglonn! Officer, Chandrapur.

Copy submittad for information la: -
1} The District Collector, District Calluclor Offico, Gadchiroli.
2} Roglonal Officar, M. P, C, Board, Chandropur.
3) EIC, M. P, C. Board, Mumbal - for diaplay on wobsite of the Board.

Copy for Information to: -
District Mining Officer, Coliector Offics, Gadchirol,
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ND
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR pROPOSED ng
DHANORA, ARM®IEY

GHATS (TOTAL 55 NOS.) OF GADCHIROLIL, A &
CHAMORSHI, MULCHERA, AHERI, DESAIGANJ, KURKHED 5D
SIRONCHA TALUKAS OF GADCHIROLI DISTRICT CcONDUCT

ON 04/06/2020. S

ed sand and ghats (Totz!l

The Environment Public Hearing for below mention ,
55) of Gadchiroli, Dhanora, Armori, Chamorshi, Mulchera, Aheri, Desaigan),
Kurkheda, & Sironcha Talukas of Gadchiroli District was conducted through
Zoom App on 04/06/2020 at 12.00 Noon from Collector Office, Tal. Dist.

Gadchiroli.

Sr.
Nlo Name of Proposed Sand Ghats Taluka

1| Bodhlimal, Rice Mill Ghat, Chandala, Vihargaon (Chak.) Gadchiroli
Rakhi, Ranmul, Shivani, Lanzheda, Adapalli-1, Adapalli-
2, Bamhani, Khursa-Ghat, Ambeshivani-Gayghat,
Ambeshivani-Ram Mandirghat Potegaon, Dibhnachak

Bandhona,  Chicholi, Jambhali/Karwafa, Khargi, | Dhanora

2
Dudhmala . |
3 | Rampurchak, Wankhi, Paraswadi, Armori
4 | Amgaon (M) ] Chamorshi
5 | Vishwanath Nagar, Macchigata, Yella Mulchera
6 | Mahagaon, Chichgundi, Modumtura Aheri
7 [ Arattodi, Usegaon Ghat, Kokadi-1 Ghat, Chop Retighat- Desaiganj
2, Shankarpur Ghat No.2, Shankarpur Ghat No.1
8 | Kurkheda Ghat, Kumbhitolaghat, Nanhighat, | Kurkheda

Chichtolaghat, Maushighat, Andhalighat, Saytola Ghat,

Ghatighat

9 | Arda, Medarammal, Mutarpu?mal, Mukdigatarai, | Sironcha
Nagaram-1, Madyikunta, Nagaram-2, Regunthamal,
Ankisamal, Chintarvela

Hon’ble Member Secretary, MPCB, Mumbai has issued office order vide
letter no. BO/JD(WPC)/PH/B-200506—FTS-OOO7 dated 06/05/2020 for panel

formation as given below for the public hearing.

1. Shri. Deepak Singla, - Chairman
District Magistrate,
Gadchiroli
2. Shri A. M. Kare, - Member
Regional Officer,
MPCB, Chandrapur
Convener

3. Shri Ajit Patil, -
Sub-Regional Officer,
MPCB, Chandrapur
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Convener of public hearing Shri. Ajit Patil, Sub-Regional Officer,

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Chandrapur welcomed the Chairman of
public hearing panel, Regional Officer, M.P.C. Board, Chandrapur who was
attending the hearing through Zoom App, officers of Revenuce Dcl"“:““cnt qnd
all citizens of Gadchiroli District who were attending the public hearing
through Zoom App. Then the public hearing was started with the permission
of Hon’'ble Chairman.

At the outset, Convener of Public Hearing explained that i.t is
mandatory to obtain environmental clearance for certain type of projects
according to the provisions of EIA Notification of Ministry of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change, New Delhi dtd. 14/09/2006 and Amendment dtd.
01/12/2009 and environmental public hearing is mandatory before obtaining

the environmental clearance.

Project Proponent, District Mining Officer, Gadchiroli has submitted
proposal on 30/04/2020 alongwith requisite fees for the environmental public
hearing for proposed sand excavation activity of total 55 sand ghats of

Gadchiroli District.

Convener further explained that Mining Department, Govt. of India has
published ‘Sand Mining Framework, 2018’ in March 2018 in which certain
guidelines were given for sand excavation. Hon’ble National Green Tribunal
(NGT) in its order dtd. 19/09/2018 in the matter of OA No. 368/2015 issued
directions to coordinate with Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate
Change and to make necessary changes in the policies as per Sustainable Sand
Mining Guidelines, 2016 and Sand Mining Framework, 2018 and 2020 and to

conduct environmental public hearing.

Convener of Public hearing further narrated that the main purpose of
public hearing is to get acquainted with the citizen’s views about the various
aspects of project and the effects thereof. Also, to make people aware about
the pollution control arrangements required in the project and the concerned
rules, and to consider the views expressed during the public hearing.

Accordingly, project proponent had submitted an application to
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB) for conducting Public Hearing
as per the provisions of EIA Notification-2006. It was decided to hold public
hearing in respect of the said project on 04/06/2020 through Zoom App due to
Covid-19 Pandemic situation in consultation with District Collector,
Gadchiroli. It was briefed that, said public hearing is being conducted through
Zoom App, according to the provisions made in the letter by Environment
Department, GOM dtd. 04/05/2020 and letter dtd. 27/04/2020 from Revenue
& Forest Department, Mantralaya, Mumbai. Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board has published public notices in Marathi newspaper namely “Loksatta”
anddEnglish newspaper “The Hitvada” on dated 03/05/2020. The appeal was
made to the concerned to submit objections, suggestions, complaints,
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comments, if any, in respect of the said project to concerned regulatory

authorities.
summary in respect of

along with executive :
athi in the following

Copy of draft E.LA. report
able in English/ Mar

the said project were made avail
offices to apprise the public.

ater Pollution C
Point, 3" and 4

ashtra Pollution Control

ontrol), Mahar :
anet, Near Sion

(1) Joint Director (W
Board, Kalpataru th Floor, Opp. Cine Pl
Circle, Sion (E), Mumbai-400022

| Board, First Floor, Udyog

(2) Regional Office, Maharashtra Pollution Contro
Bhavan, Opposite Bus-Stand, Railway Station Road, Chandrapur

(3) Sub-Regional Office, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, First Floor,
Udyog Bhavan, Opposite Bus-Stand, Railway Station Road, Chandrapur

(4) Collector Office, Gadchiroli

(5) Zilha Parishad, Gadchiroli.

(6) District Industries Center, Gadchiroli

(7) Sub-Divisional Office Gadchiroli, Kurkheda, Etapalli, Desaiganj (Wadsa),

Aheri, Chamorshi, Dist. Gadchiroli.
i (Wadsa), Chamorshi, Dhanora,

(8) Tahsil Office, Gadchiroli, Desaiganj
Korchi, Kurkheda, Armori, Bhamragad, Etapalli, Sironcha, Aheri,

Mulchera, Dist. Gadchiroli.

(9) Gram-Panchayat Offices —
Chandala, Vihargaon (Chak.) Rakhi,

a. Bodhlimal, Rice Mill Ghat,
Ranmul, Shivani, Lanzheda, Adapalli-1, Adapalli-2, Bamhani, Khursa-

Ghat, Ambeshivani-Gayghat, Potegaon, Dibhnachak Tal. Dist.

Gadchiroli.
Bandhona, Chicholi, Jambhali/Karwafa, Khargi, Dudhmala

Dhanora, Dist. Gadchiroli.
Rampurchak, Wankhi, Paraswadi, Tal. Armori, Dist. Gadchiroli.

Amgaon (M), Tal. Chamorshi, Dist. Gadchiroli.

Vishwanath Nagar, Macchigata, Yella, Tal. Mulchera, Dist. Gadchiroli.

Mahaga.on, Chichgundi, Modumtura, Tal. Aheri, Dist. Gadchiroli.

. é;?:o?\;’ lzjsegion Ghat, Kokadi-1 Ghat, Chop Retighat-2, Shankarpur

Gadchir:))l'i,, ankarpur Ghat No.l, Tal. Desaiganj (Wadsa), Dist.

h. ig;l;lﬁidahg}thgt, Kumbhltolaghatj Nanhighat, Chichtolaghat, Maushighat,

e gMe’d aaytola Ghat, Ghatighat, Tal. Kurkheda, Dist. Gadchiroli.
Mad;/ikunta 1\rlammal, Mutarpurmal, Mukdigatarai, —Nagaram-1

Sironcha D" agaran'q-z,. Regunthamal, Ankisamal, Chintarvela, T l,

, Dist. Gadchiroli. ’ > 24

Tal.

s

gG H O Ao

The above authoritie
s at Sr. No. 5 to 9 ab .
arrange vide publicity within thei ove, were also requested to
their respecti SN TR
affected : pective jurisdiction requesti
persons to send their comments to the COnCemeél iStmlg the
egulatory

authorities.
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The venue for the said public hearing was decided a

( Collector Office,

Tal. Dist. Gadchiroli. The said venue was finalized considering €asy

accessibility to local people on the site of proposed project.

A Public Hearing Panel comprising of the following members was

constituted by Maharashtra Pollution Control Boar
accordance with the EIA Notification dated 14'

| on 06/05/2020 in
h September, 2006 and as

amended thereto issued by Ministry of Environment, Forest, Climate Change,

Govt. of India, New Delhi:-

STATEMENT OF ISSUES:

1) Prof. _Arvind Soni, President,

Bhaukal Nakshal Sanghatna,

Nagpur:-
Sr. | Objection/Suggestion/ Answer/Commitr_ﬁeni.givcn by
0. : ject Proponent
No Question the Projec p

1) |1 am professor of CP & Berar
College at Nagpur. The capacity of
5-6 reti ghats of Sironcha Taluka is
more. Illegal smuggling of sandis
done to meet the requirement of
sand in Telangana State. The river
divides Maharashtra & Telangana
States. There were many proposals
for installation of CCTV cameras.
Action could not be taken on
smuggling done in Telangana State
as the same does not come under
the jurisdiction of Maharashtra
State. Sand is excavated beyond
capacity & beyond lease area too.
Therefore, [ request Hon’ble
District Collector, Gadchiroli to
look into the matter & take action
on illegal sand mining. What is the
total capacity of all sand ghats? Is
there serious need of sand mining in
this arca?

Ramesh  Jaswant,  Tahsildar
Sironcha informed that, sand is
not excavated from flowing
water. No machinery is being
used for excavation & no illegal
transportation is done. All the
sand ghats which are suspended
in last 2 years are still suspended.
This office has formed squad
which looks after this issue &
transportation is done legally in
the State of Telangana by
obtaining online passes & other
requisite documents.
Transportation without online
passes is not done till date & we
assure you that, it will not be
done in future also.

2 How many trucks from Gadchiroli
District carrying sand are going to
other parts of Vidarbha region &
Telangana State? Can we submit the
live footage of CCTVs installed at
sand ghats to the District Collector
so that illegal sand mining in the

District Mining Officer,
Gadchiroli informed that, 186
illegal trucks have been seized in
last year, Out of which we have
reccovered fine of Rs. 1.63
Crores. As per Government
Resolution dtd. 03/09/2019, a
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State  of can be

controlled.

Telangana

committee has been constituted
at Gram Panchayat level to keep
a watch on these sand mafias.
The committee constitutes of
Divisional, District & Taluka
level authoritics. The total
capacity of sand ghats of
Gadchiroli district is 3,55,707
brass & its upscale price is Rs.
50.33 Crores.

3)

4)

There is some dispute of some sand
ghats of Sironcha Taluka. I request
Hon’ble District Collector that a
provision shall be made to display
the live footage of these ghats on
district portal as this will show
transparency in work done by the
district administration.

Chairman of Public Hearing
Panel informed that, suggestions
are noted & would try to
implement them. Suggestions arc
welcomed from you so that
monitoring can be done.

Overloading is a very serious issue.
Cracks are developed on the bridges
through which sand transportation is
carried out. Local reporters accept
that overloading is being done on
these routes. I request Hon’ble
District Collector to keep a close
watch on sand ghats of Sironcha
Taluka. Due to excess sand mining,
the rivers beds are getting damaged.

Tahsildar, Sironcha informed
that, there is a confluence point
of Godavari & Pranhita rivers in
Sironcha Taluka. After
confluence, the flow of river
increases. Therefore, there 1s
expansion of riverbank day by
day. As there is insufficient sand
mining in sand ghats, the
riverbed has risen. The riverbed
needs to deepen & sand mining
has to be done in this area. If
sand mining is not done then the
flow of river will increase in
monsoon & it will lead to flood
situation resulting damages to
nearby villages & agricultural

fields.

5)

There are 55 sand ghats in the
District. If sand mining is not
carried out than will it result flood
situation in the region. Has the
survey been conducted by mining
department or irrigation department
regarding the same? Are there any
recommendation  received  from
[rrigation  Department regarding

Sand Mining?

Ofﬁcer,
that,

Mining
informed

District

Gadchiroli
Hon’ble National Green

Tribunal, New Delhi  has
imposed ban on sand mining on
Wainganga River. Reports had
been received from SDO
Desaiganj, Tahsildar Gadchiroli,
Tahsildar ~ Chamorshi.  about
whether flood situation  will
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occur
to
from

if sand is not been
excavated from these areas. This
office has submitted the reports
Hon’ble Chief Sccretary,
Environment Department, Govt.
of Maharashtra for lifting of ban

Wainganga River.

sand  mining  from

)

2) Shri. Sudhir Paliwal, Vidarbha

Environmental _Action_Group,

Nagpur :-

Obj cction/Suggestion/

Answer/Commitment given

Sr.
No. Question by the Project Proponent
1) |How many CCTVs are installed and | Tahsildar Sironcha informed
where are the records available? Is it that, CCTVs are installed by
available on district portal? Are the mining department. Now-a-
CCTVs working 24x77 days, CCTVs arc not in
operation due to monsoon.
Also there is no excavation &
transportation of sand. »
) |I have been in the field of|Project Proponent informed
Environment Protection since last that, the Public Hearing is not

many years. I have been attending
many Public Hearings but there are
very few Public Hearing where
Hon’ble District Collector shows their
presence for Public Hearing.
congratulate Hon’ble District Collector
for the same. We have strong objection
for sand mining in the State of
Maharashtra as well a in the whole
country. Sand is not the only
alternative for construction activities.
There are other alternatives also. States
like Tamilnadu & Kerala have
imposed total ban on sand mining in
their states. Govt. of Maharashtra also
needs to explore alternate sources to
restrict the use of sand for construction
activities. Construction & Demolition
Waste can be used instead of sand by
following Construction & Demolition
Waste Rules, 2016. Fly ash can also be
used as an alternative instead of sand.
Apart from that, slag which is

conducted to take policy
decision at this level. The
decision regarding the same
will be taken at higher level.
The Gram Panchayat conducts
gram sabha & approves or
denies a certain project. If
there was any objection
pertaining to the said project,
then Gram Panchayat would
have submitted their
objections  regarding  sand
mining project to the district
administration or  MPCB.
Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board has published public
notices in Marathi newspaper
namely “Lokmat” and English
newspaper “The Hitvada” on
dated 03/05/2020. Copies of
EMP, Executive Summary &
newspaper advertisements
were kept at all the Govt.
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generated from steel plants can also be
used instead of sand. Sufficient
alternate material is available in the
market which needs to be explored.
Due to uncontrolled sand mining, the
alternate sources are not promoted. I
humbly request you to prohibit sand
mining & we should look at the model
states of Tamilnadu & Kerala where

alternate options of sand are promoted.

Gadchiroli district is important as it
share border with the states of
Telangana &  Chattisgarh.  The
excavated sand is smuggled in the
adjoining districts & states. As per
comments of Govt. Officials, penalty
of only Rs. 2.5 Lakhs has been
recovered whereas the amount of sand
sold is about Rs. 50 Crores. During the
present Covid-19 pandemic situation,
Public Hearing cannot be organized.
Public Hearing is to be conducted as
per provisions made in EIA
Notification, 2006 & 2009.
Conduction of Public Hearing is illegal
& I have approached Hon’ble High
Court for the same. MPCB cannot
organize Public Hearing in the months
of June to September. There are a lot
of Public Hearings of industries which
are pending but Public Hearings of
only sand mining projects are being
conducted. I am quite confident about
Hon’ble High Court that it will take
cognizance about PIL filed & cancel
this Public Hearing. There are two
rivers  flowing through  Gadchiroli
District namely, Pranhita & Godavari.
There are polluted stretches on these
rivers where sand mining is carried
out. DSR report is not available on the
district’s  portal, Therefore, the
information could not be provided to
public.

Offices & concerned Gram
Panchayat Offices prior to one
month from the date of Public
Hearing. An appeal was made
to the concermed to submit
objections, suggestions,
complaints, comments, if any,
in respect of the said project to
concerned regulatory
authorities. Any person can
participate in the Public
Hearing. Gram Panchayats are
not a part of administration.
They are a part of public
representation,

How the records of participants of
Zoom meeting is being maintained by

Convenor of Public Hearing &
Sub-Regional Officer, M. P.
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MPCB & Mining department? The | C. Board, Chandrapur
names of participants is not clear. | informed that, _ record .Of
What will be the names of participants | participants is being
mentioned alongwith the minutes of | maintained.

Public Hearing? There are around 43
participants in this Public Hearing.
But very few names are being
displayed. Only 13 persons have raised
questions about the project. Therefore,
it is requested to include only 13
names in Public Hearing minutes.

4

How many participants will be
mentioned in the minutes of Public
Hearing. There are about 43
participants but only 21 persons have
asked questions. I request you to
include the name of only 21 persons in
the minutes of Public Hearing. I also
request you to maintain a list of
participants of Public Hearing.

Convener of Public Hearing &
Sub-Regional Officer, M. P.
C. Board, Chandrapur
informed that, there is no
compulsion for the
participants to raise questions
in Public Hearing.

3) Shri. Santosh Dantulwar, Aheri, Dist.

Gadchiroli:-

Sr.
No.

Objection/Suggestion/

Question

Answer/Commitment given
by the Project Proponent

D

The decision of opening sand ghats is
welcomed by me. The rates of sand
ghats shall be fixed by district
administration because the sand
distributors are selling sand at very
high cost. The auctioneer is fixing the
rates as per their will.

Hon’ble District Collector,
Gadchiroli informed that, the
rates are market-controlled
rates. We have made a
provision of availability of
most of sand ghats in open
market so that the rates can be
kept low. If more sand ghats
are auctioned then there will
abundant quantity of sand
available in the market & it
would help in lowering the
rates. Only State Govt. can
regulate these prices.

4) Shri. Sunanda Reddy Vootkuri, Environmentalist, Hyderabad:

Sr. Objcction/Suggestion/
No. _ Question
1) | Tam in support of the project.
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5) Shri. Pratap Goswami, Jagrut Kisan Manch, Nagpur:-

Sr.
No.

Objcction/Suggestion/

Question

Answer/Commitment given
by the Project Proponent

1

At the outset, I would like to bring to
your notice that, Ministry of Home
Affairs, New Delhi has published an
advisory regarding conducting any
meetings on Zoom App. Any Govt.
meeting could not be conducted on
Zoom App. Therefore, this Public
Hearing is a violation of the above
advisories.

2)

On 31/05/2020, Govt. of Maharashtra
has issued guidelines for “Mission
Begin Again”. It is mentioned that
persons above the age of 65 & below
the age of 10, pregnant women are
advised to stay at home except of
essential & medical services. The
project affected persons near the
mining area are not connected to this
meeting. Also as there is no
connectivity in rural area of the
district, people could not get connected
for the said Public Hearing. In the
interest of Public Hearing & protecting
environment, I request Hon’ble
District  Collector, Gadchiroli to
cancel/postpone this Public Hearing &
conduct proper Public Hearing with
Public participation. I would also like
to bring to your notice of Hon'ble
District  Collector, Gadchiroli that
there is a provision of punishment for
violation of the guidelines of Public
Hearing by Govt. Officials. Therefore,
I request you to cancel the Public
Hearing & it shall be conducted after
Covid-19 pandemic is over so that
people can participate in the Public
Hearing,

Hon’ble District Collector,
Gadchiroli  informed that,
Meeting is held as per

directions issued by Govt. of
Maharashtra. As per directions
Public meetings cannot be
held at the time of Covid-19
Pandemic. Meeting is being
held on online platforms as
social gathering is prohibited
by the State Govt. Guidelines
regarding conducting meeting
via video conference has been
received by this office &
according to the guidelines,
this Public Hearing is being
conducted. As per advisory,
meetings regarding scnsitive
issues cannot be conducted on
these kinds of Apps. This is a
Public Meeting which requires
public participation.
Therefore, the Public Hearing
is conducted on this platform
so that maximum public can
records their view, statements
about the said project,

The moto behind conducting Public
Hearing  is  to allow  public
participation,

Hon’ble  District  Collector,
Gadchiroli  informed that,
persons like you are a part of
public & representative of
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public. It is your responsibility
to raise the objections or to
give suggestions on behalf gf
public. By conducting Public
Hearing on online platforms
like Zoom, we are restricting
the spread of Covid-19
Pandemic. You are raising two
contradictory questions,
Firstly, you are asking to
conduct Public Hearing as per
procedure mentioned in EIA
Notification, 2006 & 2009 &
secondly, you are objecting
about  conducting  Public
Hearing on online platforms.

Sand excavation will be carried out
after the month of September-2020.
We have enough time to conduct
Public Hearings. We are now in 1%
week of June ie. on the verge of
monsoon. Therefore, 1 request you to
postpone the Public Hearing. Why

there is so much hurry in opening sand
ghats.

Hon’ble District Collector,
Gadchiroli informed that, As
you are well aware that, every
year Gadchiroli district
receives very heavy rainfall
during monsoon. Due to
which connectivity between
most of the parts of Gadchiroli
district is lost. Therefore, it is
not possible for district
administration to  conduct
Public Hearings in the next 3-
4 months. Secondly, we are
also not aware about the
effects of covid-19 Pandemic
in the next 3-4 months as how
many people will get affected
by that. The sand ghats are
being  opened on public
demand as there is
requirement  of sand for
construction activities. There
is no such provision to open

I'have access to intern
therefore, I can participate in thig
Public Hearing. But how many PAPs
& gram panchayats are attending the
Public Hearing as there s acute

Ct connectivity;

sand ghats immediately.

Hon’ble District Collector,
Gadchirolj informed that,
regulation is not g part of
Public Hearing,  District
Collector cannot regulate the

Internet connectivity in the interior

prices of certain things. We

—
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parts of Gadchiroli District. There was
comment made by Govt. Official that,

demand & supply determines the sale
pricc. We don’t have infinite
availability of sand. Due to

have finite resources of diesel,
petrol, etc. The point raised by
you is  applicable  on
cverything. We are trying to
mect the requirement of sand

consultant shall be terminated & shall
be put in blacklist. The laboratory
should not be allowed to participate in
any tenders regarding Public Hearing.
The copy of same has been sent to all
the District Collectors. Has the
consultant agency been received from
blacklist? Is the consultant eligible to
participate in such tenders?

| consultant,

extra/illegal excavation, damage to the | by conducting this Public
environment is done. Therefore, the | Hearing,

govt. decided to conduct the Public

Hearing for assessment of damages

done to the environment due to sand

mining. It would require 3 months to

open as many sand ghats as possible

for meeting the demand. -

'Environmental Consultant ~ M/s. | District ~ Mining  Officer,
Anacon Laboratories have been | Gadchiroli informed that, this
blacklisted by Hon’ble District | office is not in receipt of any
Collector, Parbhani. It is mentioned | such  letter.  Environment
that, the tenders allotted to this Consultant, Anacon

Laboratories informed that, in
the year 2018, we have been
asked by District Collector,
Parbhani to complete the
environmental clearance work
within 15 days. We have
submitted reply that, all the
Environmental study work
could not be completed within
15 days’ time for which we
have received Show Cause
Notice from NABED. We
have submitted our reply.
NABED has given clearance
that, there is no mistake of
Anacon Laboratories. We will
submit letters to  District
Mining Office so that it can be
given to all the participants,
Anacon laboratories  was
blacklisted in the year 2017-
I8. In the year 2018-19 &
2019-20, Anacon Laboratories
has done work of sand ghats
of about 150 sand ghats. There
is no issue pertaining to
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6) Shri. Ajit Patil, Convener of Public Hearing & Sub-Regional

Officer, M. P. C. Board, Chandrapur:-

Sr. . Suggestion Answer/Commitment given by

No. the Project Proponent

1) | Sand mining should not be carried | District Mining Officer, Gadchiroli

out in the polluted stretches. informed that, this office has

proposed 55 sand ghats & none of
the sand ghats are located on
Wainganga River.

2) |How much tree plantation is | District Mining Officer, Gadchiroli

proposed to be carried out on the
sand ghats?

informed that, ghat wise tree
plantation is proposed. This office
has prepared consolidated
statement of tree plantation which
will be shared with MPCB.

7) Shri. Umashankar Bhadule, Field Officer, M. P. C. Board,

Chandrapur:-
Sr. Suggestion Answer/Commitment given by
No. the Project Proponent
1) | Will there be any cutting of trees | District Mining Officer, Gadchiroli

for construction of Kuccha Road?

informed that, no tree cutting is

proposed for construction of
kuccha road.

2) | How the weight of vehicle can be | District Mining Officer, Gadchiroli
calculated after loading it with | informed that, a committee has
sand? been formed regarding the same

which includes RTO. Illegal minng

which is found is prohibited & fine

is collected. According to policy

dtd. 03/09/2019, only tractors with

trollies are allowed for

transportation of sand till depots.
8) Shri. Vishal Meshram, SDO Desaiganj (Wadsa), Tal. Desaiganj

(Wadsa), Dist. Gadchiroli:-

Sr. Suggestion Answer/Commitment given by

No. the Project Proponent

1) | When will the sand ghats open & | District Mining Officer, Gadchiroli

what will be the rate of sand ghats?

informed that, the upscale price of
these ghats is Rs. 1415/- per brass
& after Public Hearing proposal
will be submitted to State Govt. for
the same. The proposal will be

Scanned with CamScanner




@

submitted to appraisal committee
& after approval from appraisal
committee it will be further
submitted to authority committee
& after that procedure of auction
will be completed. After obtaining
Environmental Clearance, the sand
ghats which will not be auctioned
will be kept reserved for Gharkul
Scheme.

9) Shri. Somnath Mali, Tahsildar Kurkheda, Tal. Kurkheda, Dist.
Gadchiroli:-

Sr. Suggestion Answer/Commitment given by
No. the Project Proponent

1) | Gram Sevak has complaint | District Mining Officer, Gadchiroli
regarding non-receipt of royalty of | informed that, after receipt of
25% from previously auctioned | Environmental Clearance, same
sand ghats. Secondly, as per GR | shall be reserved as previous year.
dtd. 17/11/2018, what are the | Funds received from auction of
provisions for gharkul. One sand | sand ghats is distributed to

ghat for 2 persons were reserved | Talukawise  concerned  Gram
for gharkul scheme. Panchayats.

10) Shri. Shriram Bawane, Dist. Gadchiroli:-

Sr. Suggestion
No.

] Our Gram Panchayat is not in receipt of royalty since last 2 years.

11) Shri. Rajnish Kolhe, Dist. Gadchiroli:-

Sr. Suggestion Answer/Commitment given by
No. the Project Proponent
1) | How the minor ghats of about 1000 | District Mining Officer, Gadchiroli
brass will be auctioned? informed that, the time period
regarding sand ghats is still not
decided only quantity of brass per
hectare has been decided. As soon
as decision is taken, it will be
informed to you. Mining charge is
s valid for only one year.
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12) Shri. Rajendra_P. Suryawanshi, Field Officer, M. P. C. Board,

Chandrapur:-

Sr.
No.

Suggestion

Answer/Commitment given by
the Project Proponent

D

Is there any sand mining proposed
in polluted stretches of Wainganga
River?

District Mining Officer, Gadchiroli
informed that, therc is no sand

mining  proposal in  polluted
stretches of Wainganga River.

13) Dr. Shrikant Bodhe, Tal. Dist. Gondia:-

Sr.
No.

Suggestion

Answer/Commitment given by
the Project Proponent

1)

[ congratulate all for conducting
Public Hearing via Zoom App
where more people expected to
attend the Public  Hearing.
Maximum people were expected to
attend the Public Hearing by Zoom
App. Some participants has asked
about participant of local people.
When was the notice of Public
Notice issued for participation of

maximum persons for Public
Hearing.

Convener, Public Hearing Panel &
Sub-Regional Officer, M. P. C.
Board, Chandrapur informed that,
advertisements were published one
month prior to the date of Public
Hearing & copies of Environment
Management Plan & Executive
Summary alongwith copies of
advertisement in  English &
Marathi were kept at govt. offices
& Gram Panchayats alongwith
Zoom App details.

2)

Vide publicity should have been
done at MPCB level as around
200-300 persons were expected to
connect vide Zoom App for Public
Hearing. If more people had been
informed, then the people would
have come to know about the
present situation of sand ghats. 1
am not criticizing the procedure
followed by MPCB.

Convener, Public Hearing Panel &
Sub-Regional Officer, M. P. C.
Board, Chandrapur informed that,
DSR report had already been
published on district portal &
objections, suggestions were called
from local people.

14) Shri. Dhanesh Jumnake, Tal. Dist. Gadchiroli:-

Sr.
No.

Suggestion

Answer/Commitment given by
the Project Proponent

)

Sand ghats shall be rcopened as
carly as possible so that revenue
loss can be recovered. Today, due
to non-availability of sand, pcople
arc facing lot of problem. What
options are explored by mining

District Mining Officer, Gadchiroli
informed that, 33 out of 78 ghats of
Gadchiroli  District have gone
under auction in the year 2018-19.
Out of which mining department
has received revenue of around Rs.
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department regarding shortage of | 22 Crores. This year objective of

sand?

mining department Is to generate
100% revenue from sand mining.
Mining Department has seized
some of sand stocks in Gadchiroli
District. Sand is provided from
these seized sand ghats to the
needy people. As per Govt.
Notification dtd. 17/11/2018, sand
ghats who  have obtained
Environmental ~ Clearance  and
subject to EC permission, sand
ghats below 5 brass capacity will
be reserved for Gharkul Scheme.

15) Shri. Dharmendra Ganvir, Tahsildar Gadchiroli, Tal. Dist.

Gadchiroli:-
Sr. Suggestion Answer/Commitment given by
No. the Project Proponent
1) | There is small ghat located at District Mining Officer, Gadchiroli

Rokhi village which will be
reserved for gharkul scheme which
is capacity of 5 brass per hectare.

informed that, the ghat will be
reserved for gharkul scheme.

16) Shri. Kalyankumar Dahat, Tahsildar Armori, Tal. Armori, Dist.

Gadchiroli:-
Sr. Suggestion Answer/Commitment given by
No. the Project Proponent
1) | There are no sand ghats on District Mining Officer, Gadchiroli

Wainganga River, whereas the
discussion is held for ghats located
on Wainganga River. Therefore, it
is requested to lift the ban of sand
mining on Wainganga River.

informed that, Hon’ble National
Green Tribunal has imposed ban
on the polluted river stretch of
Wainganga River from Tumsar to
Ashti. Therefore, excavation of
sand on this stretch is not done.
Proposal regarding lifting up of
ban for sand mining on Wainganga
River has been submitted to the
Chief Secretary, Environment
Department, Mantralaya, Mumbai.
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Convener of Public Hearing stated that. Project Proponent shall take a

review of names of participants who are attending Public Hearing. He then

listed the names of participants for Public Hearing.

The Chairman of the Public Hearing briefed the people present if there
are any other question /issues, the same may be asked. However, nobody came
with any question. He announced that copy of the proceedings and CD of the
public hearing will be made available in due course of time in MPCB office at
Regional Office, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, First Floor, Udyog
Bhavan, Opposite Bus-Stand, Railway Station Road, Chandrapur.

The Chairman of the Committee while concluding the proceedings,
summarized various points raised and declared that public hearing is ended,

and concluded the public hearing with vote of thanks.

23.€.2020 = &}\
(Ajit V. Patil) (Ashok M. Kare) [Deepak Singla (I.A.S)]
Convener of the Public Member of the Public District Magistrate,
Hearing Committee and Hearing Committee and Gadchiroli & Chairman of
Sub Regional Officer, I/c. Regional Officer, Public Hearing Committee
MPCB, Chandrapur MPCB, Chandrapur :
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MAHARASHTRA POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Tel: 24024022/24020781/ 24010437 ' — Kalpataru Point, 3™ Floor,
Fax: 24093814 / 24044532 BN,  gjon - Matunga Scheme Road No.8,

website: http://www.mpcb.gov.in Near Sion Circle, Sion (E)

E-mail: enquiry@mpcb.gov.in “,’ Mumbai - 400 022

No. BOID (WPC)IPH/B- 20006+ F2S- 0067 Date: € /S /2020

OFFICE ORDER NO.E- o3  OF 2020

In compliance of Notification S. O. 1533 dt. 14/09/2006 and ‘amended
Notification S.0. 3067 (E) dt. 01/12/2009 of Ministry of Environment and Forests, -
Govemment of India, the Public Hearing Panel in respect Proposed Project of 55 Sand
Mining in Gadchiroli District Proposed by District Mining officer, Gadchiroli, Collector

Office, Gadchiroli, is as below;

1)  District Magistrate, Gadchiroli Chairman
Or his representative not below the

Rank of an Additional District Magistrate

Representative of Maharashtra Pollution Control Board

2) Regional Officer, M.P C. Board, Chandrapur Member
3) Sub Regional Officer, M. P. C. Board, Chandrapur Convener
will work as:

The Members are requested to make it convenient to attend the Public Hearing
dt. 04.06.2020 at 12.00 noon at Collector Office Auditorium, Collector Office area
, Tal, Dist : Gadchiroli, Positively. '

- Copy submitted for Information to:
1) The Principal Secretary, Environment Department, Gowvt. of Maharashtra,
Mantralaya, Mumbai- 400 032
2) The Chairman M. P. C. Board, Mumbai
Copy for Information to:
District Collector, Gadchiroli .
Copy for Information & necessary action to:
1) Regional Officer, M. P. C. Board, Chandrapur.
2) Sub Regional Officer, M. P. C. Board, Chandrapur - He is instructed to ensure
that the copies are served to all concerned.
3) EIC, M. P. C. Board, Mumbai - For information & display on website. — Soft
copy of Executive Summary sent to EIC section.

Copy to project proponent:
District Mining officer, Gadchiroli, Collector Office, Gadchiroli
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~ NAGPUR ® Sunday ® May 3 ® 2020

e | NOTICE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING
' Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Chandrapur

District Mining Officer, Mining Department, Collector Office, Gadchiroli has applied to the Board for
conducting Environmental Public Hearing for their proposed 55 Sand Mining Projects. As per Ministry of
Environment & Forests, Government of India, New Delhi Notification dated 14/09/2006 & as amended on
01/12/2009, Public Hearing is proposed to be conducted from environmental angle for above project.

Now, pursuant to the request of project proponent, Public Hearing is proposed to be conducted from
environmental angle for above project.

For the same, advertisements were published by Collector Office, Gadchiroli in Daily Newspaper
‘Sakal’ & Daily Newspaper ‘Navbharat' on 12/03/2020. It was mentioned in the advertisement that, the

suggestions/objections were called by them.

All persons including bonafide residents, environmental groups and othefs Iocated in the area can
participate in public hearing. Oral and written suggestions can also be presented during public hearing to be
conducted as per schedule given below. .

Date : 04.06.2020
Time : 12:00PM
Venue : Collector Office Auditorium, Collector Office Area,
Tal. Dist. Gadchiroli.
Suggestions, views, comments and objections about the project can be filed at the following address in
writing from date of publication of the notice ill the date of public hearing or can be sent by email.
Regional Office & Sub-Regional Office,
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,
First Floor, Udyog Bhavan, Opposite Bus-Stand,
Railway Station Road, Chandrapur - 442 401
Ph. No. 07172- 251965
Email :- srochandrapur@mpcb.gov.in
mininggad@gmail.com
Copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report / Environmental Management
Plan (EMP) & Executive Summary containing the salient features of the project both in English and
Marathi are available at the following offices to the knowledge of concemed. Concemed persons
will be provided access to the EIA / EMP report, executive summary of above project during office
hours at below mentioned offices.
(1) Joint Director (Water Pollution Control), Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Kalpataru Point, 3"and
4" Floor, Opp. Cine Planet, Near Sion Circle, Sion (E), Mumbai - 400 022.
(2) Regional Office & Sub-Regional Office, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, First Floor, Udyog
Bhavan, Opposite Bus -Stand, Railway Station Road, Chandrapur.
(3) Collector Office, Gadchiroli, Zilha Parishad, Gadchiroli, District Industries Center, Gadchiroli.
(4) All Sub Divisional Offices, All Tahsil Offices, All Panchayat Samiti Offices & 55 concerned Gram
Panchayat Offices, Dist. Gadchiroli.
At present, there is outbreak of COVID-19 Pandemic & Lockdown has been imposed by Government. If
gathering of people could not be possible on the day of Public Hearing due to this Pandemic & Lockdown
situation, then the said Public Hearing will be conducted on Zoom App by Collector Office, Gadchiroli. (This
advertisement is published as per approval of Hon'ble District Collector, Gadchiroli). Details of Zoom App
are as below -
Zoom App username :- 8286831200 sdl-
b - ining Sub-Regional Officer
MPCB, Chandrapur & Convenor
Environment Public Hearing

DSR reports ofpmposad 55 Sand Mining projects are uploadeﬂ on Govemmnt’s website & wmtan
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