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MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING OF 24 SAND MINING
IN GONDIA DISTRICT DATED 17/06/2020.

As per Ministry of Environment and Forest, Govt. of India Notification dated
14.09.2006 and amended notification dated 1.12.2009, District Mining Office, Collector
Office. Gondia have requested Maharashtra Pollution Control Board to conduct Environmental
Public Hearing for 24 Sand Ghats in Gondia District at Gondia Taluka Tedhva (0.70 Ha.),
Dangurli (4.46 Ha.), Banathar (2.35 Ha.), Birsola (3.84 Ha.), Murdada (Parvati Ghat) (3.77
Ha.}, Kinhi (4.20 [a.), Devri (3.85 Ha.), Tiroda Taluka Kawalewada (0.96 Ha.), Chandori(Bu.)
(1.44 Ha.), Biroli (4.83 Ha.), Pipriva (1.80 Ha.), Bondrani (2.04 Ha.), Mandvi {1.20 Ha.),
Ghatkuroda-1 (4.40 Ha.), Ghatkuroda-2 (4.70 Ta.), Sadak-Arjuni Taluka Kohmara (1.16 Ha.),
Sawangi-2 (0.40 Ha.), Bhamani (0.20 Ha.), Amgaon Taluka Ghattemani (Donga Ghat) (0.28
Ha.), Nansari (1.60 Ha.), Arjuni-Morgaon Taluka Mahagaon (Nakt Ghat) (0.11 Ha.),
Wadegaon (Bandhya) (0.56 Ha.), Deori Taluka Chumbhali (0.46 1la.) and Salekasa Taluka
Darbada (0.16 Ha.).

Hon’ble Member Secretary, MPCB, Mumbai has issued Office Order vide letter No. -
22/2020 vide letter No. BO/AIN/(WPC)/PH/B-460 did. 26/05/2020 for panel formation as given
below for the public hearing (Annexure-1).

1. Shri. Subhash Chaudhary - Chairman
Resident Deputy Colleetor & Additional District Magistrate, Gondia

2. Shri.AM, Kare, Regional Officer, MPCB, Nagpur - Member

3. Shri.A.N. Katole, Sub-Repional Officer, MPCB, Bhandara - Convener

Convener of public hearing Shri. Anand Katole, Sub-Regional Officer, Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board, Bhandara welcomed the Chairman of public hearing panel, Regional
Officer, M.P.C. Board, Nagpur who was attending the hearing through Zoom App, officers of
Revenue Department and all citizens of Gondia District who were attending the public hearing
through Zoom App. Then the public hearing was started with the permission of Hon’ble
Chairman.

At the outset, Convener of Public Hearing explained that it is mandatory to obtain
environmental clearance for certain type of projects according to the provisions of EIA
Notificalion ol Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, New Delhi did.
14/09/2006 and Amendment did. 01/12/2009 and environmental public hearing is mandatory
before obtaining the environmental clearance.

Project Proponent, District Mining Officer, Gondia has submitted proposal on
29/04/2020 alongwith requisile lces for the environmental public hearing for proposed sand
excavation activity of total 24 sand Ghats of Gondia District.
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Convener of Public hearing further narrated that the main purpose of public hearing is
to get acquainted with the citizen’s views about the various aspects of project and the effects
thereof. Also, to make people aware about the pollution control arrangements required in the
project and the concerned rules, and to consider the views expressed during the public hearing,

Accordingly, project proponent had submitted an application to Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board (MPCB) for conducting Public Hearing as per the provisions of EIA
Notification-2006 and amended Notitication dated 1 December, 2009, It was bricfed that, said
public hearing is being conducted through Zoom App, according to the provisions made in the
letter by Environment Department, GOM dd. 04/05/2020 and letter dtd. 27/04/2020 from
Revenue & Forest Department, Mantralaya, Mumbai. In this connection, MPC' Board decided.
to rold public hearing in respect of the said project on 17/06/2020 in consultation with District
Collector, Gondia. Maharashtra Pollution Control Board has published public notices in
Marathi newspaper namely “Lokmat” and English newspaper “The Hitavada” on dated
17/05/2020. The appeal was made to the concerned to submit objections, suggestions,
complaints, comments, if any, in respect of the said project to concerned regulatory authorities.

Copy of draft EMP report along with executive summary in respect of the said project
were made available in English/ Marathi in the following offices to apprisc the public.

[

loint Director (WPC), M.P.C. Board, Kalptaru Point, 3™ Floor, Sion- Matunga
Scheme Road No.&, Opp. Sion Circle, Sion (East), Mumbai-22,

2. Regional Office, M.P.C. Board, 5% Floor, Udyog Bhawan, Civil Lines, Nagpur.
3. Distriet Collector, Gondia.

4. District Mining Office, Gondia.

5. Zalla Parishad, Gondia.

District Industries Centre, Gondia.

7. Sub-Divisional Office of above mentioned Talukas,

8. Tahsil Office of above mentioned Talukas.

9. Related Grampanchayat Office.

10. Website of Maharashira Pollution Control Bouard: Www.mpceh.gov.in

¢
.

2
i1
3

The Public Hearing started at 12.00 hrs. on 17/06/2020 through Zoom app with the
permission of the Chairman of the Public Hearing Panel. Attendance of the People present
during the Public Hearing is attached as Annexure-II.

With the permission of Chairman of Public [ learing the Sub-Regional Officer, MPCB,
Bhandara has started Public Hearing by weleoming the Chairman and Member of the public
hearing panel, local citizens {rom the village and others present through online zoom app mode.
Convener instructed consultant of project proponent to present detail presentation regarding
proposed 24 nos. sand mining project. The consultant M/s.Anacon Laboratory, Nagpur has
shown detail presentation through Zoom app.

3/-
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Chairman of the Public Hearing Panel stated that, this Public Hearing is for recording
the views/objects/suggestions of the participants. All the suggestions/comments will be
communicated Lo the Environment Department. He also clarified that this panel is not here to
take decision for accordance of any approval to the project. [1e then appealed the participants
to express their views/comments/suggestions,

FOLLOWING HAVE PARTICIPATED DURING THE DISCUSSIONS, QUESTIONS
AND COMMENTS / MADE BY PROJECT PROPONENT/ MPCB GIVEN BY
PROJECT PROPONENT/PROJECT CONSULTANT/PUBLIC HEARING
COMMITTEE

1) Shri, Pratap Goswami . Kisan Manch, Nagpur:-

S, Objection/Suggestion/ Comments / made by Project Proponent/ |
No. ~ Question MPCB |

)
¢

1 | Enquired about formation of Public AN Katole, Convener of public hearing
FHearing Pancl. Zoom App is banned by pane! inform that, public hearing Panel is |
Government why online hearing s | ¢haired by Shri.Subhash Chaudhary, RDC |
conducted through Zoom App. Public & ADM, Gondia. All the necessary
Hearing shall not conducted online advertiscment regarding public hearing 1s
when there is no Public Participation. published in the daily English Newspaper
, L ; Hitavada and Marathi Newspaper Lokmat.
/com App connectivity is not available | . . ' : ‘

: L 9T The public hearing forum is for recording of
to the local level. The public hearing 18

‘ , g : b your objections/suggestions/comments.
o ¥ j Yy ~ ducte a8 5 g i - . .
ERING O 15 not conducted us per the iy forum is not supposed 10 deliver any
Guidelines/EIA Notification. judgement or approval. The minutes of

Online hearing shall be postponed and ’ meeting with all recording will be submitted
Public  Hearing having  physical | 1o the Environment Department for further
participation/Presence shall be | consideration. Chairman of public hearing
orpanized. EMP is nol available on | panel stated that, the public hearing is being
website, EMP copies shall be provided. | carried out as per the instructions received

| from Govt. of Maharashtra.

2) Shri. Vootkuri Sunanda Reddy, Environmentalist, Hyderabad:-

Sr. Suggestions l
T MR . et |
l I support this project, We recommend for copunissioning of the project. Employment

will be generated due to this project. W¢ hope that due to commissioning of the project
more employment opportunitics will be generated which will be helpful for local

| : u)cople. 3 Dbk e

AL
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3) Shri. Arvind Pramod Sovani, Aapli Nadi Aapli Reti:-

bl L Ubjecti(m/Suggesti(m/ { Comments / made byi’rOJect o
F__N_O.L Question ll __Proponent/ MPCR

- 1. | Illegal Sand Mining is going on from | Quaustlons of Helpline Numbers will be |

River Wainganga  at the District U taken  up  with  higher  Authorities. |

Bimndara and Gondia. How district | Instal Hation of CCTV at Sand Ghats will be

| admmlstmh(m will control | made compulsory while granting of sand
unsustainable sand Mining in the | mine through  auction by  District |
district, administration.

As per guidelines CC TV has been !
installed at Sand Ghats What du]on;
taken  against illegal  Sand Mining |
| espeeially at Tirora Areu. |
‘ ‘/\ CCTV telecast shall be displayed ! |
| ihw on NIC connected to District |
| Administration as well as MPCB |
| | Website. Dedicated Toll free helpline | | |
I ;muli be introduced for illegal sand j
r | mining activity. |

Ladies Participant: Not audible.

4) Shri. Sudhir Paliwal, Vidarbha Environment Action Group, Nagpur:-

[*SI‘. bies Objection/Suggestion/ ‘! Comments / made by Project
Question f Proponent/ MPCRB

I I\» Lether m\ written ubILCUOIl is on[[S}u'i. A.N. Katole, Convener of public |
record? Online meeting shall not be | hearing panel inform that, the written

= TS . ; .
conducted through Zoom App. In spn,c objections received from Mr.Sudhir Paliwal
7/06/2020 is on record. (Annexure-

| of puideline regarding not to use Zoom | dtd.]
/ r App, why this hearing was conducted | T

on Zoom A
B Wide publicity was given for this Public
‘h formation related to proposed sand |

Hearing. Notices published in the English
and Marathi Newspaper with a request to
| submi( any objection/suggestions/remarks
through cmail. Accordingly this office has

Jforum.DSR Not available at Project ‘ A o . § )
recetved Written objection from Mr Sudhir
Praponent Web site., Palival
aliwal,

S R i -

Si-

mining is not available at Project |
Proponent as well as MPCB web site,
‘FMP/D%R 18 not available at any
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| lf;ﬂ';\:wi«gvﬁcutivc Summi}-ry is available I\ Exccutive sununcry'i'sr di's;’)laycd on MPCB |
‘ " on MPCB Website and that is without | Web site. Notice is publish in Newspaper
| details. Consultant of Project Proponent | giving all the details of Proposed sand mine
} shall include cach and every detall in | locations. Draft DSR Report put up on Web
| | EMP/Executive summery. (site in the Month of April2020.The
' Gondia district is full of Basalt Rocks. ' proposed sand Ghats.
' Fly ash is valuable in Gondia district | Mining Officer, Gondia submitted that, ‘
| then why River sand need Lo be mined. Draft DSR Report put up on Web site in the
When the ground water table is| Month of April2020.The proposed sand
depleted in this areas then River sand | mining will be done manually and there will

mining should be avoided. be no adverse effect on flora and fauna.

Additional District Magistrate & Chairman
has informed that, All the
suggestion/remarks/Objection  are noted

| with video recording and it will submitted to
| Enviromnent department for consideration.

Convener of the public hearing panel appealed to the participants i there any more
questions. No (urther questions/remarks received from participants.

Shri. Subhash Chaudhary, Chairman of Public Hearing Panel has informed 1o public
that all views and comments are noted and recorded. The proceeding will be submitted to the
Environment Ministry for further consideration. Finally, Chairperson of the Public Hearing
Panel has summarized the proceeding of public hearing in detail and Shri.Anand Katole,
SRO, MPCB thanks all the officials, public and local villagers present in the public hearing.
The public hearing is concluded with the vate of thanks to the chair.

iﬁ%_@,, Qe

Anag (Ashok Kare) (Subhash Chaudhary)
Snb—i{ug{énzﬂ Officer, Regional Officer, Resident Deputy Collector,
MPC Bourd, Bhandara MPC Board, Nagpur & Gondia and Chairman of

& Convener of the Member of the Public the Public Hearing Panel

Public Hearing Pancl Hearing Panel



