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MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING
OF PROPOSED MODERNIZATION IN RESPECT OF

M/s. Tata Power Company Limited,
VILL: MAHUL, CHEMBUR, MUMBAI 400-074

Date of Public Hearing : 15/01/2013
Time : 11.00 hrs
Venue . R.C.F.Krida Kendra,

Opposite Jawahar Vidhya Bhavan,
Near Aashish Theater, R.C. Marg,
Chembur, Mumbai-400 074

Preamble:

M/s. Tata Power Company Limited, Mahul, Chembur, Mumbai has submitted
proposal for “Modernization of existing Unit No. 6 (500 MW) by change of fuel from
LSHS/LSFO to low sulphur imported Coal” to M.P.C. Board. The matter regarding said
proposal was discussed in 38" meeting of Expert Appraisal Committee meeting held on
12" 13" December 2011 and the proposal was recommended to Ministry of
Environment and Forest (MoE&F) Gowt. of India New Delhi. Ministry of Environment and
Forest, Govt. of India New Delhi issued their Terms of Reference (TOR) for said projects
vide letter no- J-13012/121/2011-IA.IT) dated 25" January 2012 and vide no. J-
13012/121/2011-IA.II(T) dated 24™ August 2012. It has been mentioned in the TOR that
after preparing the Draft EIA covering the issues mentioned in the TOR, same shall be
submitted to the SPCB for conducting the public hearing as per procedure of EIA
Notification, 2006 and the issues emerged during the public hearing shall be further
incorporated in the Draft EIA report. As per the provisions of the EIA Notification,
Ministry of Environment & Forest, Govt. of India dated 14™ September 2006 as amended
thereto, such projects requires public hearing prior to environmental clearance from the
Ministry of the Environment Forest, Govt. of India.

Accordingly, project proponent, M/s. Tata Power Company Limited submitted an
application to Maharashtra Poliution Control Board (MPCB) for conducting Public
Hearing as per the provisions of EIA Notification -2006 and TOR issued by MoE&F,
Govt. of India New Delhi. In this connection, MPC Board decided to hold public hearing
in respect of the said projects on 15" January, 2013 in consultation with District
Collector, Mumbai (Sub-urban). Maharashtra Pollution Control Board published public
notices in Marathi newspaper namely “Maharshtra Times” and English newspaper
“Indian Express” on dated 14/12/2012 mentioning about date, time & venue of Public
hearing. The appeal was made to concerned to submit objections, suggestions,
complaints, comments, if any, in respect of the said project to concerned regulatory
authority (Expert Appraisal Committee), it was alsc mentioned that written responses will
be accepted by regulatory authorities till the date of public hearing and during the course
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of public hearing also. The banners indicating event were displayed at prime location in
Mahul, Gavan, Ambada village, near Ashish Theater and on the main gate of Tata
Power Co. Ltd. which are at close proximity of the project. Also the scroll type
advertisement was given on local cable television channel namely “BTV Superhit
Channel, BVC Channel (Bhawani Viewers Choice), Upasana Channel and Omkar
Channel” so as to arrange wide publicity in the said vicinity. The venue for the said
public hearing was decided at R.C.F. Krida Kendra, Opposite Jawahar Vidhya Bhavan,
Near Aashish Theater, R.C. Marg, Chembur, Mumbai-400 074. The said venue was
finalized considering easy accessibility to local peoples and close proximity to the
proposed project site.

Copy of draft E.LA. report along with executive summary in respect of the said
project were made available in English/ Marathi in the following offices to apprise the
public.

1) District Collector, Mumbai Suburban District, Administrative Building, 10"
Floor, Near Government Quarters, Bandra (East), Mumbai-400 051.

2) Environment Dept. Govt. of Maharashtra, 15" floor, New administrative
Bldg. Mantralaya, Mumbai-400 032

3) Assit. Commissioner, B.M.C., M-West ward, Chembur Station Road,
Chembur (E), Mumbai- 400 071.

4) General Manager, District Industry Centre/ Directorate of Industries, ICL
Bldg., Opp. Tata Nagar, V.N.Purav Marg, Chunabhati (E), Mumbai-400
022.

5) Regional Officer (HQ), MPC Board, Kalpatru Point, 3™ floor, Opp. Cine
Planet Cinema, Nr.Sion Circle, Sion (E), Mumbai- 400 022.

6) Regional Office- Mumbai/ Sub-Regional Office, Mumbai-3, Shri
Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Mandai Municipal Market Building, 4" Floor,
Mata Ramabai Ambedkar Road, Mumbai- 400 001

All these authorities were requested to arrange wide publicity within their
respective jurisdictions.

A public hearing panel comprising of the following members was constituted by
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board in accordance with the EIA Notification dated 14"
September, 2006 and as amended thereto issued by Ministry of Environment and
Forest, Govt. of India.

1. Shri. Dr. Shivaji Patil - Chairman
Addl District Magistrate,
Mumbai suburban Dist.

2. Shri. Dr. J. B. Sangewar - Member
Regional Officer,
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Mumbai.

3. Shri. P.V. Patil - Convener
l/c. Sub-Regional Officer, Mumbai-Hl
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Mumbai.
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MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING:

At the outset, on behalf of convener of the public hearing panel, Shri. R.R.
Vasave, Sub-Regional Officer Mumbai-li, MPCB welcomed all those present and
commenced the public hearing. He apprised the people with the introductory information
about the purpose of the public hearing and appealed them to come forward with
suggestions, complaints, objections & comments, if any, about the environmental
aspects of the proposed project. He thereafter requested Hon'ble Chairman to
commence the hearing procedure.

Hon’ble Chairman Shri. Dr. Shivaji Patil briefed people about the concept and
objective of Public Hearing. He made an appeal to participants & all to attend the public
hearing peacefully and place their views regarding Environment aspect. He stated that
videography of the said public hearing is being carried out by MPCB as per the
procedure laid down in EIA Notification 2006. Chairman further stated that the
presentation about the proposed projects will be given by the project proponent and then
the questions/ objections shall be raised by participants. He made an appeal to
participants to come forward with their name & address before raising any
query/objections so that the name of the participant along with views will be included in
the proceedings of meeting. Then Chairman requested project proponent to give the
presentation of the projects along with its silent features.

On behalf of project proponent, Shri. Anand Gurav, Manager (Environment)
made a Power Point Presentation on the Environment aspects of the projects including
salient features of EIA Report in Marathi language. The project proponent elaborated the
details of proposed project on following grounds.

« Project Description.

+ Base Line Data with respect to Air, Water, Land, Noise, Ecology, Settlements,
etc.

+ Impact likely to occur due to the project on Air, Water, Noise, Hydrology,
Settlements and Bio-diversity and forest.

¢ Mitigation measures and Environment management plan for the project during
construction phase as well as operation.

s Other details as outlined in the EIA Report.

In the mean time, people from BJP came with yelling slogans in the pandal.
Hon’ble Chairman announced and asked to follow the procedure of public hearing in
peaceful manner. He also told that, after the presentation by project proponent, chance
will be given to all to express their views/comments.

Thereafter, after completion of presentation by Shri. Anand Gura, convener of

Public Hearing announced that the forum is open for question answer. The summary of
the same is as below.
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1. Shri.

STATEMENT OF ISSUES

Raja Chougule, Tilak Nagar, Kurla, Mumbai:

Sr. No.

Issues raised

Tata has a brand name in India and they have shared good information about their
project. The industrial growth should take place in Mumbai-Maharashtra. But while
industries are growing, residents of Chembur will not compromise on heaith. | would
like to oppose this project and would like to tell you that this entire event of public
hearing is a well managed drama. Many large industrial projects have been erected
irrespective of opposition through public hearing. Tata Group is globally renowned
industrial house. The whole world and country is going towards the modemization
and utilization of coal is getting banned slowly. MPCB has banned coal in Mumbai's
textile mills, then why Tata Power is allowed to produce electricity through this
modernization project using coal? Residents of Chembur area are not living in
Chembur but they are living in Gas Chamber. BPCL, HPCL, RCF and Deonar
dumping ground is already causing lot of pollution and nobody is taking a note of
this. Since last 20 years | have worked in 3 polluting industries. | would like to inform
you that many aspects are shown while presenting the project, but nothing happens
during the actual execution. Coal dust particles will spread out in the surrounding
areas and will spread upto 5 to 10 km. Not only Chembur, but these dust particles
will go up to Ghatkopar and Vikhroli area ailso. Once the consent is issued to the
project by Authority, no one looks at its implementation. We don’t have objection to
this project. Consumers must get cheap electricity but company has not given details
about storage and disposal of ash created due to burning of 6000 MT coal. | need
this information.

They will claim tomorrow that generated ash will be given to brick manufacturers. |
have visited four such brick manufacturers, but it is to say that, they don't have
permission from MPCB. All they claim that generated industrial and domestic effluent
will be reused, but in fact they don’t. This issue is not only belongs to residents of
Chembur, but also belongs to residents of Mumbai and its ill effects will be huge.

Already there are problems of Deonar dumping ground, Bio-medical waste etc. in
Chembur. Projects should come up there, M/s. Tata power should provide electricity
in cheap rate, they shall produce electricity, but using coal is not acceptable.

I on behalf of residents of Chembur would like tell you that all this is the drama. We
will go to our home after the public hearing. This proposed project may come up
here, but | request all people that if Tata Power implements this project then it is our
duty to come up on road and protest against the project.

After the speech of Shii. Raja Chougule Shri. Debi Goenka, Environment expert
came on mike to raise his concerns, then Hon’ble Chairman asked him to present his views
after Tata Power’s explanation on concerns raised by Mr. Chougule.

Page 4 of 14




Hon'ble Chairman requested Tata Power to give explanation to the concerns raised
by Mr. Chougule. Accordingly, General Manager, Mr. Pradeep Manjrekar came on mike and
started explanation about the concerns raised. Meanwhile, Mr. Chougale objected stating
that they don’t want explanation from Tata Power management, but they want clarification
from MPCB officials and Collector office, as permission granting Authority is MPCB and
Government.

Once again Hon'ble Chairman explained the process of public hearing to all the
participants. He told that the objections raised by the participants will get recorded. It is
expected that the project proponent should give appropriate answers to these objections.
Video recording of this public hearing proceeding is being carried out by MPCB officials. But
Mr. Chougule and rest of the participants unanimously insisted that the explanation should
be given by MPCB officials and not by Tata Power.

In this situation, Hon'ble Chairman intervened and once again explained that all your
concerns are being recorded here. We have to follow here the procedure laid down in the
EIA notification, we have to follow the law and we all can't break the same. But still
participants carried out chaos on issue of explanation to be given by MPCB. Once again
Hon’ble Chairman tried to explain the procedure of public hearing, but ten to fifteen people
from participants gathered near the mike near dais and started speaking thus created the
situation of chaos and prevented Tata Power representative from giving explanation.

2. Shri. Subodh Archarya:

Sr. No. | Issues raised

1 Does this Public Hearing have proper representation? Where are municipality

representatives? Where are senior citizens? Else abandon the public hearing.

3. One Female representative (Not informed the name):

8r. No. | Issues raised

1 | this situation of chaos, she hold the mike and started raising the concern:

Tata Consulting Engineers (TCE) is a Tata Group company owned by Tata Sons.
How can you agree to the project EIA report prepared by in-house consulting firm of
Tata Group Company? Neither public opinion is taken nor NGO is consuited for the
preparation of EIA report. Drawbacks are not considered while preparation of the
report. Why Mumbai's power deficiency is not met by importing power from
Shahapur? Dahanu village is declared as Eco Sensitive Zone just because there is
production of Chickoo, then why Chembur is not declared as Eco Sensitive Zone due
to presence of human being?

During this speech some more participants gathered near the mike and formed the

situation of chaos. They were not allowing anybody to speak. Hon'ble Chairman repeatedly
requested all the participants present near the dais to observe silence and speak one by
one fo raise their concern and also ailow representative of M/s. Tata Power to give their
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explanation. [n spite of this, participants maintained the situation of chaos and also started
shouting the slogans, complaints in loud noise.

4. Hon’ble MLA Shri. Chandrakant Handore:

Sr. No.

Issues raised

1

At Tata Power, out of 1570 MW already 700 to 800 MW electricity is being generated
from coal and 660 MW from oil/gas. Tata Power is claiming that over the period cost
of gas and oil have gone high and generation from Unit # & is becoming
uneconomical. This is forcing Tata Power to use coal which is a cheaper source of
energy. | woulid like to tell you that Tata Group is a leading organization in India and
have contribution to the country’s development.

| would like to say that Chembur is already having large scale industries like BPCL,
HPCL, and RCF. As per rule, Chembur's pollution level index must be below 80
points but over the period of time it has increased to 180-160-120 points. Today's
pollution is already double than what is should have been. This proposed importing
of lakhs of tonnes of coal will add to increase in poliution load in the city which is
dangerous to human health. Presently M/s. Tata is producing electricity about 700 to
800 MW from coal and they are not disclosing any information about what
measurements are being taken about ill effects of pollution on health of residents of
Chembur. M/s. Tata first share the information about pollution control measures in
the existing coal based plant. We don't oppose electricity generation. We can
understand that there is a power shortage in Mumbai, Maharashtra and India. What
is the contribution of Tata Power in the growth of Chembur area?

We would like to congratulate M/s. Tata for helping Mahut residents, but due to hot
water discharge into the creek from Tata Power, fishes are dying from nearby area of
Mahul. Mahul people have lost their fishing business. What actions have been taken
by MPCB officials and Suburban Collector on pollution created by trucks/container
movement due to BPCL, RCF industries? Why TCE, a Tata group company is
appointed to carry out EIA of this project? Why EIA has not been prepared by any
other well known Indian organization like NEERI? | came to know that recently Tata
Power was giving 500 MW electricity to Reliance which is now diverted to corporate
offices, malls, multiplexes and other large industries. If Tata is producing cheap
power then why it is not available to middle class society people, hutment residents,
various societies etc.? We all should come together and should take some concrete
steps to deal with this matter.

After

this speech Shri. Raja Chougule from audience asked Hon’ble MLA Shri.

Chandrakant Handore to announce that, “We will not allow coming up here this proposed
project in any situation”. We all residents of Chembur will support you.

Hon'ble Chairman requested participants to use mike and dais for raising the concerns.
In the mean time Shri. Debi Goenka-Environment expert and Shri. Ravindra Pawar came
near mike to raise his concerns. Hon'ble Chairman asked to give chance to Environment
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expert Shri. Debi Goenka to present their views as he always regularly participated in raising
the environmental issues in Mumbai. But the people kept on shouting near to mike. In the
mean time Shri. Ravindra Pawar started raising his views on mike.

5. Shri. Ravindra Pawar:
Sr. No. | Issues raised
1 In view of residents of Chembur, this Public Hearing is very sensitive. My first

objection is about inadequate arrangement made during this Public Hearing. Coal is
a dangerous energy source. Even though it is imported, it is still going to poliute the
environment and we cannot minimise it's impact. This coal produces dangerous
gases like SO, and NO, which are hazardous to human health. Electricity generation
from coal requires huge amount of water. As per my knowledge about 2.5 billion
galton water will be used for 500 MW. During the withdrawat of this huge amount of
water from sea how many fish eggs & larvae will be destroyed? Have you done
studies from environment point of view? Studies conducted at various places by
different organisation reveals that around 18 to 20 lakh fishes are getting affected
annually. Have you carried out any environmental studies to know the impact of hot
water discharge on sea? It will be better if EIA is carried out by some well known
environment organization other than TCE. No information is shared about present
Chembur's air quality index. As informed by Mr. Handore, air quality index of about
200 point is scientifically considered as unhealthy and known as ‘Red Zone'. It was
essential to explain about it but not information is given in the report. As shared by
Mr. Chowgule, respiratory diseases like chest pain, cough, sore eyes etc. are
common in Chembur area. Doctors and Nursing Homes have increased due to this.
These dust particles (also known as TSP) are very minute in nature and cannot be
seen with naked eyes. They contain harmful chemicals like silicon dioxide,
magnesium, aluminum, iron, calcium, titanium, potassium, arsenic, mercury, sodium,
sulphur and very less amounts of uranium and thorium. These constituents have
harmful effects on heath and same are clearly visible from the health of Chembur
residents. If already there is so much of pollution in Chembur area then why coal
based project is coming up here only? We don’t oppose Tata and electricity. Tata's
name is trustworthy. Developed countries like America also has banned coal based
electricity generating projects. In such scenario, if you are going to produce electricity
from coal by letting people suffer and die, then residents of Chembur will oppose it.

After the speech of Mr. Pawar, Hon'ble Chairman explained to all the participants
that all issues and concerns raised during this public hearing are being recorded and noted.
The issues and concerns raised as of now have been recorded by MPCB officers. As a part
of procedure, answers to these questions and concerns are expected from the project
proponent. Hon'ble Chairman suggested to officers of Tata Power to note down all the
questions and concerns and give collective explanation to these questions. But participants
were reluctant to listen to Tata Power and demanded that the explanation should be given
by MPCB and collector officials only. They restricted M/s. Tata Power representative from
giving explanation on the points raised by the participants.
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Meanwhile Environment expert Shri. Debi Goenka came near mike to speak, but
participants gathered near dais/mike and started shouting and creating chacs. Some of
them insisted that what Hon'ble MLA Shri. Chandrakant Handore declared, all this is
acceptable to all residents of Chembur, so stop here the public hearing and take note of all
concerns of residents of Chembur. In this situation of chaos, Shri. Debi Goenka started to
speak, but participants present near the dais did not allow Shri. Debi Goenka to express his
views. Some of participants shouted that Shri. Debi Goenka is not a resident of Chembur,
so he should not speak here. In view of such chaos, Hon’ble Chairman then once again

requested everyone to occupy their seats and maintain silence.
6. Ms. Seema Mahulkar, Mahul:

Sr. No.

Issues raised

1

The modernization project proposed by Tata Power due to the economic constraint
and to meet the power demand of Mumbai City is going to consume more coal and
this will increase pollution in Chembur area. There is already effect of pollution on the
health of people living in Mahul, Gawanpada, Ambapada, Trombay, Mandala and
Mankhurd villages. As informed by Tata Power, company is carrying out various
activities like beauty parfor course for women, motorcycle driving for the youth of
Mahul area etc. But company is not carrying out any program to address the health
effect due to pollution. Tata Power should construct a hospital for treatment of
diseases like Asthama and Cancer and should provide free or concessional annual
medical check up for the people of this area. Existing project is going to be there but
we should also be benefited. If at all we have to oppose then oppose the entire
project.

At this time also participants remain gathered near mike/dais and maintained situation of

chaos. In this situation, one Lady hold the mike and asked that, “Have you held any health
camp? Presently poliution problem has created such a situation that no medicine cures
asthama here. Hence we all should assure here that there should not be use of coal in any
manner’. At this time also situation of chaos remain constant. Hon’ble Chairman
repeatediy requested all the participants to keep peace and be seated at their place.

7. Ms. Suprada Prakash Fatarfekar:

Sr. No.

Issues raised

1

| would like to inform you that Chembur stands at 46™ rank in India and first in
Mumbai on pollution level Index. There are already industries like RCF, HPCL,
BPCL, BARC etc. and Devnar dumping ground which is causing pollution in
Chembur area. if any disaster takes place due to these industries then we will not
survive here. We do not want any other factory, hospital, etc. here. | would like to
know that what measures MPCB has taken for the abatement of pollution in Mahul
Village and Ambapada Village? What measures MPCB has taken for the abatement
of pollution due to HPCL, BPCL, RCF, AEGIS etc.? Explain us — whether you are in
favor of industries or common people? First stop existing pollution due to these
industries. | would like fo tell you that vomiting, dizziness are old stories, now women
are suffering from miscarriages. Who is responsible for this?
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8. Ms. Fulabai Sonawane:

Sr. No.

Issues raised

1

| am staying here since 40 years. We should protest these polluting industries.
Human life has become 40 years instead of 50 years due the poliution.

At this time also participants remain gathered near mike/dais and maintained situation of
chaos constant. Hon'ble Chairman again requested all the participants gathered near dais
to keep peace and raise their concerns one by one.

9. Advocate Naina Pardeshi, Chembur:

Sr. No.

Issues raised

1

First of all | would like say that MPCB'’s request to give chance to Tata Power for
answering the concerns raised by public is totally wrong. Because after submission
of project documents by Tata Power this public hearing is arranged by MPCB. So
this public hearing is for raising our concerns. We have come here to raise our
concerns after reading report submitted by Tata Power. My second point is that
repetitively it is being informed that the EIA report is prepared by Tata Institute’s
research. This is totally against natural justice of law. TCE is one of the share holding
institute of Tata Group who has prepared this report which cannot be impartial.
Hence it is very essential to keep this report aside. Tata Power is frequently claiming
that this project is for customers benefit. | would like to tell you that this is totally
wrong. Because in the report neither the present rate of electricity is given nor the
details about the concession given to the customers after the project is mentioned.
Guideline for ash Utilisation is already given by Ministry of Affairs. Cost of Sulphur
Dioxide removal plant is in crores of rupees. This cost is not provided in the project
by them. Only for our understanding it is said that sea water will be utilised in this
sulphur removal project. This is practically not possible. If is not mentioned in the
report where sea water will be discharged after washing coal to reduce suiphur
dioxide. Secondly, they have mentioned that ash will be utilised for Brick making and
mixing in Cement Concrete. Where is such project located nearby? Where this ash
will be taken? What are the effects of ash if it is spilled during the transportation?
Have they conducted any meetings with Brick making units and cement concrete
manufacturers? There are no such details in the project report. | would like to
suggest that due to above two things this report shouid be kept aside.

Hon’ble Chairman once again requested all the participants to maintain silence. He also
informed that all presented poinis are being noted. He asked, though Mr. Goenka is staying
outside Chembur area, he is an Environment Expert and should be allowed to express his
views by the participants. But present public did not allow Mr. Goenka to come near the mike
and express his views.

Page 9 of 14




10. Shri. Vithal Kharatmol:

Sr. No.

Issues raised

1

BJP strongly oppose this coal based project. There was presence of particulate
matter in Gavanpada area due to coal transportation and generation of electricity 5 to
6 years back. After having talk with Tata officials, slowly quantity of suspended
particles has decreased. Due to this additional coal based 500 MW electricity
generation, life of Chembur residents will be difficuit. As per recent Medical report,
70% children staying in the area of Chembur, Tromaby and BARC are suffering from
Asthama, TB and other skin diseases. M/s. Tata have not done anything for these
people. So we strongly oppose this project. We think that instead of using coal M/s.
Tata should use oil or natural gas for electricity generation in their project. Our party
and people respect Tata Group. M/s. Tata is not a selfish organization. But because
of this project, there will be destruction of Chembur, so we strongly oppose this
project.

At this time also participants remain gathered near mike/dais and the chaotic situation
was increasing time by time.

‘ 11. Shri. Gautam Sonavane:

Sr. No.

Issues raised

1

On behalf of Republican Party of India, | am here to oppose coal based project.
Republican Party of India has always respected Tata Company. Because of Tata
India has witnessed Industrial revolution. M/s. Tata gave equal job opportunities to
every individual including poor and backward class of society. We totally support
their electricity production. We understand that there is shortage of electricity in
Maharashira, but Chembur and Trombay area is already poliuted because of
presence of refineries and fertilizer industries. Govandi area is already polluted
because of solid waste dumping ground. | request on behaif of Republican Party of
India to MPCB that they should not allow this increase in the pollution load of
Chembur and Trombay area. This may endanger the life of Chembur resident and
may lead to situation like Bhopal Gas tragedy, which should not take place here.

Hon’ble Chairman requested participants to maintain silence and allow representative of
Tata Power Company to give explanation on question raised. He also informed to address
their issues/concerns in two- two minutes each so as to give chance to all interested
participants.
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12. Shri.

Pramod Vasant Shinde:

Sr. No.

Issues raised

1

| oppose this project on behalf of Shivsena Party. How MPCB can trust this EIA
report prepared by TCE? MPCB should not accept this report, but they should reject
this report. MPCB should evaluate EIA report carried out by TCE along with
verification of environmental monitoring carried out in which period of the year. This
EIA report does not include details such as day and time of monitoring. Hence this
report should be rejected. | would like to suggest MPCB that an opportunity to be
given to an independent organization / agency which is not associated with Tata
Group for preparation of EIA report. After this third party evaluation, MPCB should
disclose impacts due to this modernization to all public. This modernization will
definitely increase power generation from Mumbai and will help in meeting demand
and supply gap. | would like to ask question to Tata Power that really this
modernization project is necessary in such central and densely populated area? Why
can not we purchase electricity from outside to meet Mumbai’s power demand?

Dahanu is declared as ‘Eco sensitive’ zone for conservation / protection of Chickoo.
Chembur being densely populated should also be declared as ‘Eco sensitive’ zone.
Will Tata Power provide this electricity to residents of Mumbai? Is Tata Power ready
to give in writing? | would like to request Tata Power to install solar and wind based
projects which are non polluting.

At this time also participants remain gathered near mike/dais. Hon'ble Chairman again
requested participants not to assemble near the dais & be seated and address respective
issues quietly. But still participants remain gathered near mike/dais.

13. Shri. Vidnyan Daware, Advocate, Vashi Naka, Chembur:

Sr. No.

Issues raised

1

| am staying in Vashi Naka since last 40 years. Coal based power plants are being
banned worldwide because of effects of Global Warming which is affecting whole
world and the earth. Why MPCB does not enforce guidelines issued by parliament
and from Prime Minister? Granting permission for coal based power plant is against
National Policy. Guidelines issued by Supreme Court and Government for disposal
of ash are not being implemented here. imported coal is more combustible than
Indian Coal and it contains hazardous elements such as Sulfur dioxide, Nitrogen
Oxide, Hydrogen Chloride, Hydrogen Fluoride, Hydrochloric Acid, Arsenic, Cadmium,
Chromium, Mercury, ash particles, coal particles and wet ash particulates. There will
be possibility of pollution in sea because of spillage of coal during the transportation
through sea route. Hence fishing activity will get affected up to several kilo meters.

At this time, participants started shouting and creating situation of chaos. They started

shouting

slogan “Band Kara Band Kara Public Hearing Band Kara” (“Close down close
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down”), and removed mike from Shri. Vidnyan Daware. Hon'ble Chairman again requested
participants not to assemble near the dais and maintain the silence & be seated and address
respective issues quietly.

14. Shri. Rajendra Mahulkar, Mahul viliage :

8r. No. | Issues raised

1 Tata Power’s 7560 MW coal based power plant is already operational since so many
years. | would like to request all that they should understand the facts. | request
MPCB to take concrete steps for benefits of resident and to preserve health of the
residents. If at all we have to oppose then oppose the entire project.

During the talk of Shri. Rajndra Mahulkar, present representatives of political parties
started arguing and blaming each other on non-environmental issues. Viewing this, Hon'ble
Chairman intervened and asked all to raise only environmental issues and not o discuss
any other issues. In spite of this, participants remain gathered near mike/dais and
maintained situation of chaos.

15. Shri. Anil Patankar:

Sr. No. | Issues raised

1 | am here to say only that, officers of MPCB and Tata are present here, we should
not create political issues and not involve in same. If at all we have to oppose the
project, we should not involve in political issues. This is the matter of opposition of
residents of Chembur to this proposed coal project. | am as a Corporator, here
assure all you that we support Hon’ble MLA Shri. Chandrakant Handore in the
matter of opposition to this proposed coal project.

At this time also participants remain gathered near mike/dais shouting and creating
situation of chaos. Hon'ble Chairman again requested participants not to assemble near the
dais & be seated and address respective issues quietly, and informed to put off the mike il
they maintain silence. He told that, addressing your views by creating chaos is not proper
method. He requested Hon’ble MLA Shri. Chandrakant Handore and Shri. Korgavkar to ask
their representatives to be seated and maintain silence. In spite of this, participants remain
gathered near mike/dais and maintained situation of chaos.

16. Ms. Rajashree Palande:

Sr. No. | Issues raised

1 Public hearing scheduled by MPCB is just a drama. Will Government implement our
suggestions? Such Public hearings are being conducted, issues are being
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addressed but decision is not taken. People are being misguided. We shouid come
together and have to see that how pollution is reduced and to stop the coal based

projects.

Hon’ble Chairman once again asked all to raise only environmental issues and not to
discuss any other issues, ail you are discussing is not related to environmental issues, so
please do not give unusual look this public hearing. But still chaos remains increased.
Viewing this, Hon'ble Chairman gain informed to put off the mike till every one maintains
silence.

Participants started shouting the slogan "band kara band kara” and still maintained
chacs. Hom'ble Chairman requested to maintain silence. He also informed to the
participants that there is no provision in the law to postpone this public hearing. He also told
the participants, “If your concerns are expressed in proper manner then only it will be
recorded. After raising your concerns, you should also listen what M/s. Tata have done in
terms of Environmental mitigation in this project. But you all are not willing to listen to any
thing what they say. If you listen to M/s. Tata what they are saying, then only you will be in a
position to understand real scenario. You are just expressing your views only from your
side. You should listen whether M/s. Tata have answer to all your questions or not.” In spite
of this, participants remain gathered near mike/dais and maintained situation of chaos.
Hon’ble Chairman repeatedly requested to maintain silence. But still participants remained
shouting slogans, comments etc. and maintained situation of chaos. They shouted the
slogans like “Band kara band kara, kolsa prakalp band kara (Close down close down, coal
project close down”), “Hon’ble MLA Shri. Chandrakant Handore saheb tum age badho hum
tumhare sath hai”, “ Sarva pakshiya neta tum age badho hum tumhare sath hai”.

17. Ex- Corporator {not informed the name):

Sr. No. | Issues raised

1 Our demand is to save Chembur from pollution but no one has taken serious note of
this. Industries are claiming that they will use low polluting fuels but all industries are
situated in Chembur and are polluting the environment. Due to this, the proposed
coal project should be opposed.

The people gathered for public hearing continued to shout and started crowding near
the mike/dais. Chaos was increasing and situation became very difficult to handle due to the
disorderly behavior of the people. The Chairman repeatedly requested to maintain order and
silence and cleared that it would be difficult to continue with the public hearing in such of
chaotic situation and appealed that the issue can be discussed in a positively manner and
explanation to the queries, issues raised by the people shall be given by the company /
project proponent. However, the participants did not pay any heed to the appeal made by
Hor’ble Chairman and kept on shouting slogans “band kara, band kara, public hearing band
kara". The chaotic situation continued to increase. Hon'ble Chairman informed the
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participants that all objections, suggestions, complaints, comments etc. are being recorded
and the videography is being carried out. He further added that it is necessary to maintain
order, discuss the issues and raise your objection, concerned if any; so that it can be
included in the report. However no response to this appeal was given by the people and
they continue to took out slogans “band kara, band kara, public hearing band kara”. The
disorderly behavior was increasing and it was felt that the situation might go beyond control.
Looking at the complexity of the situation there was no alternative to close the public hearing
and accordingly Hon’ble Chairman declared that the public hearing is closed.

(P.V. Patil) (Dr. J.B. Sangewar) (DW
l/e. SRO, MPCB, RO, MPCB, Mumbai and Additional District

Mumbai-lll and Convener Member, Public Hearing Magistrate, Mumbai-
of Public Hearing Panel Panel Suburban and Chairman of
Public Hearing Panel
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