MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING OF EXPANSION OF EXISTING
PROJECT FOR MANUEACTURE OF MINING EXPLOSIVES AND PROPOSED HIGH ENERGY
DEFENGE PRODUCTS AT M/S. C-DET EXPLOSIVE INDUSTRIES PVT. LTD., VILL-MOUZA-
TALEGAON (S.P.), TAH.ASHTI, DIST-WARDHA DATED 06-08-2019.

Environmental Public Hearing in respect of expansion of existing project for manufacture of
mining explosives and proposed high energy defence products at M/s.C-DET Explosive Industries
Pvt. Ltd., Vill-Mouza-Talegaon(S.P.), Tah.Ashti, Dist-Wardha under the Chairmanship of Smt. Vijaya
Bankar, Additional District Magistrate & Resident Deputy Collector, Wardha (A representative
nominated by the District Collector, Wardha). Shri.Rahul Wankhede, Regional Officer, M.P.C.Board,
Nagpur was the member of the public hearing panel and Shri.Anand Katole, Sub-Regional Officer,
M.P.C.Board, Nagpur-ll act as a convener. The Public Hearing started at 12.00 hrs. with the
permission of the Chairman of the Public Hearing Panel. Attendance of the People present during
the Public Hearing is attached as Annexure-l.

BACKGROUND :

CDET Explosive Industries Pvt. Ltd. (CDET) was established in the year 1998 and
commenced production in January 2005. The company manudfactures explosive initiating devices &
mining explosives and is classified as Hazardous industry. The company and its top management
are committed to implement effective safety, operations and work environment parameters to
ensure a safe working environment.

The company is already in the business of manufacturing explosive initiating devices mining
explosives and proposes the expansion for backward integration and into production of primarily
defence applications. Considering the strategic location of NagpurAWardha, the Government of India
{GOI) has decided to develop as defence production hub in the area and considering this business
opportunity, the management of CDET has decided to exgand the range of products to include
production required for defence applications. CDET shail obtain the required licenses from the
Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion, GOI. CDET is one of the leading manufacturers of
explosive initiating devices/high energy products in India and has adequate experience in the line of
the proposed business.

In order to fulfill statutory requirement for the expansion of existing project for manufacture of
mining explosives and proposed high energy defence prodi:cis to obtain environmental clearance,
Form-1, Pre-feasibility report along with proposed draft TCR were submitted to MoEF & CC. A
standard TOR was issued by the Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC-Industry2)} New Delhi. The
commitiee approved the Terms of Reference, vide letter F.No.1A-J-11011/166/2018-IA.1I{I) dated 21
June, 2018 Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, EAC, New Delhi.

CDET has retained M/s. Anacon Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. Nagpur to undertake Environmental

Impact Assessment (EIA) studies as per the Temms of Reference (TOR) approved by MoEF & CC,
New Delhi.

PURPOSE AND PROCEDURE :

With the permission of Chairman of Public Hearing the Sub-Regional Officer-il, MPCB,
Nagpur has started Public Hearing by welcoming the Chairman and Member of the public hearing
panel, local citizens from the village and others who were present.

Chairman of the Public Hearing Panel stated that, this Public Hearing is for recording the
views/objects/suggestions of the participants regarding the project. The same will be communicated
to the Government. She also clarified that this panel is not here to take decision for accordance of
any approval to the project. She then appealed the participanis to express their views.
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Sub-Regional Officer-1l, MPCB, Nagpur explained the purpose of conducting this public
hearing that as per MoEF, GOI Notification SO BO(E) of 27" January, 1994 and amended on 14"
September, 2006. The notices for the public hearing was published in two local widely circulated
news papers i.e. the ‘Hitavada’ (English) and ‘Sakal (Marathi} on 02/07/2019. Copies of the same
are enclosed as Annexure-li. Copies of the executive summary / EIA containing salient features of
the project & EIA both in English and in Marathi and other information/documents were made
available to the public by making these documents available in various Govt. offices as well as local
Gram Panchayat as per MoEF GOl Notification. Suggestions, comments and objections of the
public were called in writing till before the date of Public Hearing from the publication of the nofice.
The public hearing panel was constituted vide MPC Board Office Order No. E-49/2019 vide letter
No. BO/JD/(WPC)/PH/B-2663 dtd. 17/07/2019. Copy of the same is enclosed as Annexure-lil.

Thereafter, Sub-Regional Officer-Il, Nagpur and Convener requested the project proponent
to give their detail presentation about the project and the Environmental issues related with it.
Accordingly, representative of the project proponent gave detailed power point presentation of the
project in local language as under:

Project proponent has given information regarding project undertake by M/s. CDET
Explosives Pvt. Ltd. expansion of existing project for manufacture of mining explosives and
proposed high energy defence products. He further explained regarding project location, benefits of
proposed project, proposed facilities, fire-fighting faciiities, process description, description of
environment and identification of anticipated impact, Land environment, climate and meteorology,
Air Environment, existing water quality, water consumption, biological environment, socio-economic
environment, impact on local infrastructure, environment management plan, air emission, preventive
maintenance / inspection,

PROCEEDINGS :-

1. Mr. Rupesh Dhobale, Talegaon.

» The water requirement for present as well as proposed expansion project is mare than
twice the total water requirement of surrounding villages. What type of treatment
arrangement proposed and its utilization proposed by the industry.

» While studying the 10 km radius area, only the forest is mentioned, but the name of
villages are not mentioned. Give the name of villages/places where underground water
samples were taken during the impact assessment study?

* ltis required to plant 1500 trees per hectare. Whether industry has planted trees on 33%
of open land in this ratio.

2. Mr. Chandrasekhar, Talegaon.
»* What is the meaning of public hearings? If the Gramsabha has a rights to give the
permission of expansion to industry if, yes how can this public hearing be held in private
premises, when the Gram Sabha has the authority. Whether industry will take

responsibility regarding damages to the villagers and any health reiated disaster happens
due to production activity.

» Public hearing conducted only for local villagers and not for worker/employees of
industry, hence workers/employees should not be allow to participate in public hearing.
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Vitthal Laxmanrao Dhobale, Member, Green Foundation, Nagpur

Whether project can be approved if it falls under 10 meters away from National Highway?
Whether industry will compensate any damages to flora and fauna, deterioration of health
and agriculture yield due to operation of industry. The noise level is going to be more
than 72 decibels (A). The operation of industry is affecting sericulture and there is a loss
of Rs.5.0 Lacs due to excessive noise pollution.

Fatteh Singh Takarsingh Dhuni, Talegaon.

While giving the employment, people from two communities such as Sikh & Muslim were
ignored. It is requested to consider persons of these two communities for giving
employment,

Manish Sekar, Talegaon.

What is the buffer zone shall be kept by proposed industry in respect to village and its
habitation. Animals and birds are going to affected due to this project. Industry has not
given employment to 75% of local villagers as per the NOC condition given by
Grampanchayat. Is it allowed to conduct public hearing in the project site instead of
Grampanchayat premises?

According to the rules, 2% of the annual profits is required to be spent for the local
village under CSR and from last 19 years, how much CSR fund spent by project
proponent to local village and handicapped person. Industry has not spent CSR tawards
development of villages.

Whether project proponent had obtained permission from concern department for testing
of explosive?

Industry has paid tax since last 18-19 years at very low slab. Present slab for tax toward
Grampanchayat is about 18.86 Lacs. There is a huge difference in current tax slab and
what industry is paying since so many years. Industry has blocked the village road.
Industry has recruited people came from Madhya Pradesh. They have not given job to
local villagers/peoples, hence local peoples opposes the proposed expansion of the
project.

Laxmanrao Wankhede, Talegaon.

Before commissioning of the industry, we were carrying out agricultural activity in our
farms satisfactority. But due to the ongoing industry and expansion, our roads to
agricultural fields have been blocked and due to lack of access from the last 18 years my
land are lying barren.

. Shri Prakash Maniram Kaveroti, Talegaon.

Mr.

Due to the establishment of existing industry and expansion thereof, our access to our
land has been blocked. There is no way 1o go into the field and despite the Collectors
order regarding expedite the matter, it is still pending and we have not got any decision
regarding access to our farm land.

Prakash Waghmare , New Kakadadara.
The Kakaddara petrol pump is about 850 meters away from project site. Whether public
hearing is being conducted as per the Rule. Why public hearing conducted at the project
site.

Al-



9. Mr.

10. Mr.

4.
Information about proposed Environmental public hearing need to be given to nearby
farmers. Nearby villagers, animais, birds were affected due to noise pollution. Crack
observed in the iocal Dam due to blasting activity. Some of the houses developed crack
due to blasting carried out by industry.
In EIA report it is mentioned that, there is a green belt around 10 Km radius of the
proposed site, however details about name of the villages existing in the 10 Km radius is
not shown.
The road belongs to Forest Department is being encroached by the industry. It is
demanded to file Police report regarding encroachment.

Sunanda Reddy, Environmental Expert.

He supported and suggested that the project proponent should adopt the rainwater
harvesting system so as it is possible to collect and store rainwater and also provide
green beit around the industry.

Kishenrao, Talegaon.
Industry has blocked all roads leads to agriculture field.

11. Shri Chandrasekhar Choure, Talegaon.

12. Mr.

13. Mr.

14. Mr.

Project proponent has purchase and acquire farmer's fand during the project inception,
resulting the existing approached road to the farmer's agriculture land is blocked. The
project proponent should provide an altemative road for the farmers and the testing
should be done in accordance with the relevant department rules, so that the villages in
the area will not be affected to noise pollution (shock and vibrations). This aspect should
be taken care of. Also, this project has provided employment to the youths and women in
the village and there should be no objection of the Gram Panchayat in giving approval for
the expansion of the project.

It was not appropriate to oppose the project in the pretext that the buildings in the vicinity
of the project were been damaged by vibrations due to test blast carried out in the
factory, in fact such incidents of damage has never been heard of and it is not correct to
adduce such reasons for opposing the project.

Requested to give employment to Sikh and Muslim people’s family in this project. So as it
will help this people to earn their regular livelived,

Ashish Gawande, Talegaon.

The farmer's agricuiture road has been blocked after the establishing the existing project.
Therefore | had to sell my 12 acre agriculture land, which is only one source of income.
Hence | lost my source of income.

Industriaiization should lead to development and employment generation, but due to
noise pollution generated due to testing in the factory, the poultry farming business is
affected, which is located at a distance of 500 meters.

Nanak Singh Telisingh Mowri, Talegaon.

Why, project proponent has not given employment in existing project to Sikh community.
Please explain about the same and also due to existing project there is effect on
agriculture land and crop yield.

Roshan Taivade, New Kakadara.
Industry is not taking due care of workers. Appropriate provisions are not taken for
workers safety. Workers are terminated without any reasons.
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15. Mr. Hirasingh Charan Singh Bala, Talegaon.
» This industry is in operation from last 15-17 years and no one from our community has
been employed in this industry. Also, if the project proponent has given work to youth of
our community then only this project will be welcomed by us.

16. Mr. Shankar Laxmanrao Mukare, New Kakadara.
* | have worked for 7 years in this ongoing industry, and after the strike by workers in the
industry, 17 workers were removed from service and rendered unemployed.

17. Mrs. Joneka Babri, Talegaon.

* In the existing project there is no job opportunity, particularly for Sikh community youth
and aiso project proponent does not engage in welfare work for development of local
village. Women’s working in the industry are not granted leave for incidental reasons.
She will migrate to other location, in case of non-availability of job in this project.

18. Mr. Sagar Singh Sodi, Talegaon.
* The industry has also given employment to people of Madhya Pradesh instead of local
people particularly Sikh Samuday people?

19. Mrs. Mukta Avarti; Talegaon.
»  Which type of provisions/facility made by project proponent about the educations of
children's and women's of local villages and also what type of step taken about safe
guard of women's.

20. Mr. Sharad Tarpe, Upa Sarpanch, Kakaddara.

* There are no industries in a radius of 50 kms and there are no means of employment. As
well as the existing industry has given employment to lots of people from 3 Talukas.
Hence, suggested that, project proponent shall adopt the Kakaddara village for
development.

21. Mr. Dinesh Kandulkar, Kakaddara.
* People of Kakaddara have been made aware about public hearing by giving drum
beating. It is further requested to give employment to the un-employed youth of village
Ramdara, Kakaddara & Talegaon.

22. Mr. Ramchandra, Talegaon.
¢ | have been working in the industry for the iast 11 years. The project holder should
refrain from threatening workers about termination from their jobs. The management
should not bully the workers.

23. Mrs. Sapna Manore, Talegaon.

* The expansion of the industry should provide employment for the divorced and widowed
women and she wanted to know the remuneration that would be paid to such women.
Likewise, she asked for arrangements for child care and giving maximum employment to
women.
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24. Mr. Gurudev Singh Kartarsingh Bavari, Talegaon.

The said proposed project is located near the locality, hence it may possibility to risk of
pollution. Hence, suggested to established project from safe distance to avoid any effect
on people. Also, urban facilities should be made available in the village through project
proponent and they should provide fagilities like Anganwadi center, drinking water facility,
hospital, toilet/latrine facility and also give the written acceptance about recruitment of
Sikh community people by project proponent.

PROJCT PROPONENT :

Project proponent has weicome about point raised by local People in respect of proposed
project and gave the answer of questions which are asked during public hearing is as under;

it is necessary to obtain permission for expansion of Project near the existing project and
also existing project is located near the National Highway, hence the expansion of
project is carried out at proposed land.

Currently, 477 KL (kiloliters)/ day (including recycle) of water is required to run the
existing factory. Similarly 322KL of water per day (including recycle) will be required for
the proposed expansion. These figures are clearly mentioned in EIA report.

The mobile tower issue is not in the purview of project proponent.

The living habitat in the radius of 10 Km like birds, animals, piant, village and forest study
details are clearly mentioned in Environmental Impact Assessment report. There will be
no adverse effect on flora and fauna.

The noise level is monitored on an average of 8 hours during blasting time, which is
found as per norms mentioned in EIA report.

The noise moenitoring is carried out on day & night time, which is found 40 to 50 dB(A)
during night time. If, we consider the noise level of industrial area, which is 85 dB(A) is
permissible to hear in case of normal human being. In fact noise level increase above 85
dB(A) it denoted as noise pollution.

The project proponent has followed each and every Rules and guidelines of Government
and obtained NOC'’s and permissions from Government time to time and also not blocked
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Mainly the largest amount of water required in the summer is to increase the humidity so
as to reduce the static charge generation possibility in the process area. About 50000 to
70000 liters of water is used to increase humidity during the summer. Also, this industry
not discharge any effluent which is treated or untreated inside or outside factory
premises.

The industry has obtained permission from the Central Ground Water Authority to draw
groundwater and the Company is drawing water as per the permission of CGWA. While
permitting withdrawal of Ground water, CGWA considers the existing wells and ensures
that the permitted withdrawal will not adversely affect the existing weils in study area.

Industry has withdrawal required water from dug well’‘well only. There is no any
permission ta withdrawal of water from bore well, also industry has not procure any water
from villages. Due to extraction of ground water we ensure that, no any adverse effect on
existing well located near area for that, we proposed to instail rainwater harvesting
system to enhance ground water level.

It is ensured that, this project has followed all conditions about air pollution, which is
imposed by MPCB and also providing air pollution control system to boiler to avoid air
poliution.

Regarding the road - The project proponent mentioned that there was no approach road
from agriculture land passing through industry land and CDET has not encroached on
any government or civic land. This question is handled by local Revenue Department,
local Tahsildar.

About 33% of the total project area is covered in green beit. Thers are 3200 surviving
trees within plant area, 12000 new trees are proposed to be planted after expansion.
These details are mentioned in EIA report (On the statement local villagers has taken
objection and replied that, not carried out tree plantation as mentioned in EIA report).

Under the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), an industry must spend up to 2% of its
profits under CSR. In line with the prevaiiing guidelines the industry has shown its
willingness to spend the necessary amounts in the prescribed seven areas as mentioned
in EIA report. The Industry has made expenditure as per CSR rules. However if the
expenditures are to be amended/ modified the industry may spend the fund as per
guidance of the Honorable Collector. Also though industry has expended a part of the
CSR funds through Tukdoji Maharaj Cancer Institute, Nagpur. {In this matter, Shri. Rahul
Wankhede, RO, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board and Member Public Hearing
Committee informed the project proponent that the expenditure of CSR funds should be
made for the local villagers and further assured the villagers that the project proponent
will make CSR expenditure for the welfare of local villagers including provision for local
disabled).

The Company while recruiting the employees does not discriminate on the basis of
religion, caste or creed of the applicants. The industry already employs Muslims and has
no problem in providing employment to Sikhs. Due to the hazard of static charge in the
industry, there may be a risk to individuals having long hair / beard and it may be a
hazard for individual / fellow workers also. However, it is wrong to say that the Sardar are
intentionally not employed in the industry. CDET's top management said that such efforts
will be made in the future by the industry to employment Sikhs as per needs of Industry.
(On this answers objection raised by Sikhs Samuday people and submitted that, this type
of rules not in any other industry).

During blasting noise as well as vibrations are monitored regularly. Noise levels as well
as vibration levels are as per prescribed industry standards.
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» The manufacturer in response to the noise pollution issue has clarified that destructive
testing has to be carried out to establish the quality of the product manufactured by them.
This testing is done in the restricted area and in line with the rules of Petroleum and
Explosives Safety Organization (PESQ). The sound/ noise generated during the testing
are for a short / instant duration. Similarly all efforts are made to reduce the intensity of
the Sound and necessary steps are taken to ensure that the effects of shock waves are
muffled and no damage is suffered in the vicinity of the testing area,

Smt. Vijaya Bankar, Chairman, Public Hearing Panel (Additionai District Magistrate &
Resident Deputy Collector, Wardha) has informed to public that all views and comments are
noted and recorded. This proceeding will be submitted to the Environment Ministry for further
consideration. Shri.Rahul Wankheds, RO, MPCB & Member of public hearing panel has
summarnzed the proceeding of public hearing in detail and Shri.Anand Katole, SRO, MPCB
thanked all the officials, public and local villagers present in the public hearing. The public hearing is
concluded with the vote of thanks to the chair.

(Anand Katole) (Vijaya Bankar)

Sub-Regional Officer-l, Regibnal Officer, Additional District Magistrate &
MPC Board, Nagpur & MPC Board, Nagpur & Resident Deputy Coliector, Wardha
Convener of the Pubiic Member of the Public and Chairman of the Public Hearing

Hearing Panel Hearing Panel Panel
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