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Minutes of the Environmental Public Hearing for proposgd project of

Mumari Dam, under Bhatsa lrrigation Project, Mauje Sarangpuri, Tal.-
Shahapur, Dist.-Thane.

Executive Engineer, Bhatsa Dam Div. No.1, Bhatsanagar, Tal.-Shahapur, Dist.-Thane
has submitted the proposal to conduct public hearing for their proposed project of
Mumari Dam, under Bhatsa Irrigation Project, Mauje Sarangpuri, Tal.-Shahapur, Dist.-
Thane. In this regard Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (M.P.C.B.) has conducted
the environmental public hearing on 06.10.2015 at 11.00 am. at Community Centre,
Bhatsa Nagar Vasahat, Tal.-Shahapur, Dist.-Thane. During the public hearing, the

following public hearing panel members were present.

Shri. Ashok Shingare,
Additional District Magistrate,
Thane. Chairman of the Committee

(Representative of District Magistrate,
Thane)

Shri. Sujit Dholam,
Sub Regional Officer, Convener of the Committee

M.P.C. Board, Kalyan

Dr. J.B. Sangewar, Regional Officer, M.P.C. Board, Kalyan and Shri.
Sanjay Sarvade, Sub Divisional Officer, Bhiwandi were also present at the time of public
hearing.

Shri. Sujit Dholam, Convener of public hearing Committee has
welcomed all the public present & with the due permission of the Chairman of the
Committee, the work of public hearing proceeded. He explained that, Executive
Engineer, Bhatsa Dam, Div. No.1, Bhatsanagar, Tal.-Shahapur, Dist.-Thane has
submitted the proposal to conduct Environmental public hearing for their proposed
project of Mumari Dam, under Bhatsa lrrigation Project, Mauje Sarangpuri, Tal-
Shahapur, Dist.-Thane. As per the provisions of the EIA notification dtd. 14 September
2006, of Ministry of Environment and Forest, Government of India. M.P.C. Board has
published advertisement in Marathi newspaper Dainik Sakal dtd. 04.09.2015, English
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newspaper Free Press Journal dtd. 04.09.2015 and in Marathi newspaper Tarun Bharat
dtd. 05.09.2015, one month before this public hearing. The copy of environment impact
assessment report as submitted by the project proponent and other documents
pertaining to this project were placed in the office of District Collector, Thane, Dist.-
Thane., Chief Executive Officer, (CEO), Zilla Parishad, Dist.-Thane, General Manager,

District Industries Center, Dist.-Thane, Tahasildar, Shahapur, Tahasil Office, Tal.-
Shahapur, Dist.-Thane., Block Development Officer, Panchayat Samiti, Shahapur, Tal.-
Shahapur, Dist.-Thane., Regional Office, MPC Board, Kalyan., M.P.C. Board, Kalpataru
Point, 3¢ floor, Opp. Cine planet, Sion Circle, Sion (E), Mumbai-32., Environment
Department, Govt. Of Maharashtra, New Adm. Bldg.,15" Floor, Madam Kama Marg,
Mantralaya, Mumbai — 400 032. Grampanchayat office, Sarahgpuri (Sarangpuri and
Khaire) Tal.-Shahapur, Dist.-Thane, Grampanchayat office, Junavani (Junavani and
Sakhadbav), Tal.-Shahapur, Dist.-Thane, Grampanchayat office, Kothare, Tal.-
Shahapur, Dist.-Thane. So as to have access to the concerned public for reference and
scrutiny of the details of Public hearing document, concerned public were requested to
file their objections/ suggestions/ views etc. He informed that the participant who want to
submit their suggestions/ objections can submit the same after the presentation of the
project proponent. The minutes of the public hearing will be submitted to the
Environment Department. The role of this committee is to record objections, questions,
suggestions, queries of the public and submit it further. This committee shall not take
decision about the proposed project. After permission of Hon'ble Chairman‘ of the
committee, Shri Sujit Dholam, requested the project proponent to give the presentation
regarding the proposed project and requested the Chairman of the committee to

conduct the public hearing.

Chairman of the committee explained in brief the purpose and process of
public hearing to the public present. Project proponent shall do the detailed presentation
about the proposed project explaining the technical details. Thereafter public can
~ express their views/ objections. Also the same can be submitted in written, which shall
be duly acknowledged by M.P.C. Board. Project proponent shall give clarifications
regarding the objections filed. After the completion of presentation by project proponent
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there will be a session of questions and answers, wherein discussions will be held for
clarifying the views/ objections expressed by the public. He also requested the public
present to hear the presentation peacefully and express their views in democratic way
during the course of discussions. The views/ objections expressed by the public shall be
recorded in the minutes of public hearing to be submitted further to Ministry of
Environment Forest. Thereafter Chairman of the Committee requzsted the project

proponent to give presentation.

Shri. Adhikrao Yevale, from MITCON Consultancy gave the presentation on
behalf of Water Resources Department with the help of slide show. His presentation
included introduction, geographic characteristics, salient features of the project, map of
proposed project, catchment area, submergence area, command area, study of

environmental aspects, social and economic situations, environment impact

W

assessment, environment management plan.

During the course of presentation public started agitating and
sloganeering, demanding to stop the process of public hearing and opposing the
proposed project. Due to this project presentation was interrupted. Shri. Padmakar
Namdeo Kevari, President, Mumri Dharan Sangharsh Samiti, requested the public to
maintain peace and then delivered speech explaining the cause of oppose from

public.

Shri. Padmakar Namdeo Kevari, President, Mumri Dharan Sangharsh Samiti:-

Information in the Presentation & Environment report is totally wrong. While
conducting the meeting regarding the said project, the project affected people, MLA
and public representatives have not been taken into confidence. We are opposing
the presentation which is being shown in today’'s public hearing. We do not know
what is given in the newspaper and the farmers are not taken into confidence
regarding the same. There are five to six dams in Shahapur taluka. You cannot
construct a dam within 10 kms of a distance from a big dam. Here the distance is
less than 2 km and you are showing this within the rules.



The rehabilitation problem of Bhatsa PAP’s is still not resolved since last
25 to 30 years. The project affected farmers are still not being taken care off.
Government has not taken any decision to resolve their problems. The land which is
selected for our rehabilitation is still not shown to us. This shows that Government is
taking advantage of our iliteracy. We are strongly opposing the dam. Government is
earning so much of revenue. Had the Government been spending even 1 paisa per
gallon of water on affected farmers, it WOuld be sufficient. Kalyan Municipal
Corporation and other Municipal Corporation are receiving water from this place,
how many youth from Shahapur have got the jobs in these Municipal Corporations.
We are the citizens of this nation and living in the mountains. According to tribal act,
you cannot construct a dam where it is opposed. Your presentation is ready. The
documents are also ready. But this information is false and is prepared in a single
room. Actually we had to conduct a meeting but principally this information is not

true.

The condition of Shahpur taluka is getting changed like Marathwada. The
situation is getting worst and you are showing the good picture in the presentation.
So many problems are still pending till date. So many meetings Were held with us
but we are not satisfied with that. Government is not coming forward to resolve our
issues, how can we give our own land for the project. Today what is happening here
should be reflected in the proceedings. The information of 34 houses getting
affected is completely wrong. There is lot of plain land and a huge population in the
submergence area. 13 padas in the 4 Grampanchayats are getting affected. The lot
of population will be affected with this project. The farmer will loose their land in the
submergence and they will become landless. The public present here have
registered their oppose and it should be mentioned in the proceedings.

Stop the public hearing. The proposed dam site is coming under the
seismic zone and this dam is earthen dam. Hence this dam is in danger. The PAP’s
of this dam should have been given alternative land and jobs. But there is no
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proposal regarding that. The water stored in the dam is supplied to companies like
Coca Cola, but the rehabilitation proposal for the PAP’s is not submitted. We should
get jobs, we should get the alternative land having same area which is going under
submergence. The proposal for getting the rent for the land which is going under
submergence is raised by us but no action is taken. We are opposing the project

fully.

Shri. Narayan Mahalunge, Member, Mumri Dharan Sangharsh Samiti:-

| am one of the project affected person of Bhatsa project. My land was
svubmerged in Bhatsa project. However rehabilitation is not done till date since last
46 years. Lot of farmers have lost their land and houses in the Bhatsa project,
however employment is not offered. Rehabilitation is not done. Rivers like Tansa
and Vaitarna are flowing in the Shahapur taluka. However there is water scarcity in
the villages in this taluka. Water from these rivers is supplied to Mumbai Municipal

Corporation.

Thereafter, Shri. Padmakar Namdeo Kevari, requested to maintain two
different musters for the attendance. People who are supporting the project and those
who oppose to the project, shall éign in two different registers. Chairman .of the
committee has shown consent to this suggestion and instructed to make two different

registers for signatures of the attendees.

Shri. Ganpat Khadke, Vice President, Mumri Dharan Sangharsh Samiti:-

Drinking water is not supplied to the villagers. Project affectzd pedple are not
being offered with land, employment rehabilitation. Government have not fulfilled the
promises given to project affected people. People losing their land in the proposed
project shall face the problem of unemployment and may end up with severe public
anger.



Shri. Pandurang Barora, MLA :-

Problem of water scarcity is very severe in the villages of Shahapur taluka.
Water from the rivers of these taluka is supplied to Mumbai Municipal Corporation.
However water scarcity is faced by Shahapur taluka. Rehabilitation of about 125
families affected due to earlier project shall be made on priority. However Government
is ignoring this issue. Employment is not offered to the project affected people. We shall
not let this project to implement. There is drought situation in Maharashtra. Problem of
drinking water is severe. It is improper to take up irrigation project in such situation.
Public has shown their complete oppose to this project. Rehabilitation of earlier project
affected people shall be done. Meeting shall not be conducted until farmers are
satisfied. Drinking water problem is severe. Since public is having complete oppose,
meeting shall be suspended. He proposed that Sangharsh Samiti shall present their say
and meeting shall be conducted at Government level.

Shri. Padmakar Vanva, Farmer:-

This dam project shall not be implemented. Farmers land is going under
submergence area. Citizens and cattle’s are going to suffer. Since last 25 years struggle
is going on. There is complete oppose to the project. '

In total 131 people have signed on the register opposing the project, whereas no
citizens have signed in favour of the project.

Thereafter Chairman of the committee informed that all oral and written
suggestions/ objections are recorded and declared that public hearing is concluded.
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(Sujit Dholam) - (Ashok Shlr‘gare)
- Convener of the Commiittee - Chairman of the Committee
Sub Regional Officer, Additional District Magistrate, Thane.

M.P.C. Board, Kalyan llI



