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Chapter – 2
 
2. River of Maharashtra
 
The major rivers of Maharashtra are Godavari, Krishna, Bhima, Tapi-Purna,Wardha and 
Wainganga. The rivers can be broadly divided into two categories – the east – flowing that drain 
into the Bay of Bengal, and the west – flowing into the Arabian Sea. The Former cover a greater 
part of Maharashtra state (about 75 %). Except for the Tapi river, most west draining streams of 
Konkan are short and have high-gradients. 
 
The Godavari with its tributaries drains the largest percentage,  almost half of the area of the 
state. Godavari has source frm the Sahyadris at Trimbak, 25 Km west of Nashik. Its most 
important tributary basin, is Wardha-Wainganga rivers whivh join to form the Pranhita which 
oins Godavari near Sironcha in Chandrapur district.  The next important river is Krishna, which 
emerges from the Western Ghats near Mahabaleshwar. Its most important tributary River Bhima
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