sfiet pandais played 11 D
lpudspeakers throughout the
day. "That has definitely
stopped. Noise levels during
processions: have also Te-
duced: Farlier; mandals used
to-ferry “walls of speakers:
during immersion proces-
sions: Thisisnot sonow,” said
Bedekar.

Abdulali added that she did
net zee londspeakers at most
processions. "Even if only
loudspeakers are removed
from processions, there iz 4
drop innotse levels,” she said.

The Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board (MPCB) will
start recording noise levels
from September 7.

B Sangewar, regional offi-
cer of the MPCE, said that he
ton has observed that noise
levels are low this Ganeshiot-
sav. “Apatt from the increased
awaréness abount the health
hazards of noise pollution;
there is also better monitor-
ing by police after the high
court order,” said Sangewar

Before the festival, Awadz
Foundation had & meeting
with civic-officials and police
officers in Thane, Navi Mum-
bai and Mumbai- and: told

them that silence zone rules.

wiouild be sericily enforced and
equipment would be seizedin

aann At imalaEar

Eco-Ganeshas continue

including
prominent state government

officials, continue to make a. -

heeline tothe eightcity mails

1o pray to the Ashtavinayak ;

and sipport DNA's Eco-Gane-
sha initiative on the sixth day
of the festival.

On Tuesday, minister of
state for housing Sachin Ahir,

state environment secretary
Walsa Nair Singh and others
visited several @vents Orgar-
ised under the eco-Ganesha
initiative. The officials ex-
horted citizens, who bring
Ganesha home, and sarva-
janik Ganpati mandals to fol-
low eco-friendly pracrices.
Proceeds from the DINA ini-
tiative will go towards the
[SKCON's project thatenables
feeding of one lakh under-
privilezed children every day.
" The Ashtavinayak idols
have been kept at eight malls
- Spha Central, Center One,
Cremeie 10T Koo Mirmal

one and all

psaE

3

‘in?stef of state for housl

Liféstyle, Oberoi Mall, R City

and B Mallin Thane

DNA also provides devo-
tees, who cannot go on the
pilerimage, a chance to g0 on
arAshtavinayak yatia in less
than 100km. The Ash-
tavinayak - all sightare locat-
ed in Maharashtra - are pop-
ular because they are consid-
ered to he swavambhus [self-
pricinatedt Five are locatedin

1 ﬁg Eaca;in..ﬂm:r and 185 officers o
Mayureshwar idol set up at Sobo Contral in Tardeo on Tuesday

it Jadhay GHA

it

ray o the Shri

Pune district, two in Raigad
and onie in Ahmednagar

‘These 5-ft tall idols are
made of shadit mat, 2 clay va-
riety that dissolves sasily in
water and does not pollute it.

On  Wednesday, when
these idols will be immersed,
DNA will ensure that eco-
friendly practices are fol-
lowed such as no use of gulal
ot plastic bags.



